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After completing a First Seminar, students take two University Seminars by the end of their second year. Though the writing and discussion proceed at a more advanced level, University Seminars have a family resemblance to First Seminars. Enrollment is still limited to 17 students, and the thematic “worlds” introduced early in the sequence—social, symbolic, natural/technological—are retained as organizing principles of the curriculum. 
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University Seminars, Fall 2010
[as of July 6,  2010]
 
USNA 226 – Evolution of Human Behavior
MW 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM
Marianne Reeves
Human behavior is a result of the complex interplay between our genes and the environment, both of which have been shaped by evolutionary forces over millions of years. To what extent does natural selection shape our behavior today? Are humans naturally monogamous? Why do conflicts arise even in our most intimate relationships? Is human behavior ultimately in the service of reproductive success, ensuring that our genes are passed into the next generation? This course reviews the history of evolutionary theories of mind and behavior, as well as current ideas about the ecological and genetic components of behavior. We will examine key principles of neurobiology, sociobiology, and evolutionary psychology to critically evaluate evolutionary interpretations of human behaviors, including those comprising cultural traditions and social institutions. Specific topics to be addressed include human mate choice, parenting strategies, interpersonal conflict, and altruism. The course is structured as a seminar, with emphasis on discussion and formation of logical arguments.
USNA 241 – Urban Transportation
TuTh 4:30 PM - 5:45 PM
Isaac Greber
The course is intended to examine the variety of issues associated with urban transportation. To provide focus the Cleveland metropolitan area will be used as the example urban environment. The issues that will be addressed include the perceived transportation needs, the mutual influences of perceived needs and the transportation system, the effect on business, residence, recreation and entertainment, the variety of approaches that have been used or suggested in the United States and abroad and the approaches that might be used, the resources needed, and the time needed to make changes. It is expected that the students will further develop the issues that should be addressed, do the necessary study of available information, discuss the issues, and finally report on their findings, conclusions and possibly recommendations.
USNA  245 - The Impact of Technology on Society
MW 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM
Simon Ostrach
	There is commonly a lack of understanding and appreciation of how the spread of advanced technologies (the artifacts of engineering) has led to economic, social, and political changes on a global scale.  As a result, young people do not think that careers in science and engineering are rewarding and useful or do they think of technology as one of the most powerful forces for social change.  Furthermore, in a world where advanced knowledge is widespread and low-cost labor is readily available, U.S. advantages in the marketplace and in science and engineering have begun to erode.  We want to be able to compete in the world.  Economic growth is driven by technological innovation.  Societies that foster it lead the pack, while others lag behind.  An enlightened citizenry is essential both to support and to engage in new developments in science and engineering.  Insights will be given on how engineering innovations develop and have changed the world, both good and bad and, hopefully, it will be clear that engineering is essential to meet many of the major global challenges of the future.

USNA 250 – Assessing Climate Change and Wind Energy 	
TuTh 2:45PM - 4:00PM
David Matthiessen
	Is the earth getting warmer or colder and if either, are humans to blame?  Can wind energy save humanity from a global meltdown?  How do you begin to answer such questions?  We will discuss and use the tools and techniques required to evaluate scientific debates, especially those that are played out in the public media.  What is hype, how to recognize it and move past it.  What is a secondary source and do you agree with their interpretation.  We will use computer databases to quickly identify primary source material and discuss how to evaluate its content with regard to the focused topics of Climate Change and Wind Energy.

USNA 251 - Cultures of Green: Humanity, Nature, and the Environment
TuTh 1:15 PM - 2:30 PM
Anne Helmreich	
	This course examines the interdisciplinary question: what is the relationship between humans and the natural world? Relatedly, it asks how does culture, referring to arts and ideas of a given people within a specific geographic locale and temporal moment, reveal how humans regard nature? How do attitudes then shape actions, such as cultivation of the soil or preservation of natural resources? This course will be offered in coordination with the Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities thematic exploration of "Cultures of Green", which examines contributions of the humanities to the understanding of the natural environment.

USNA 258 - Designing Urban Green Space
TuTh 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM
Erika Olbricht
In this course, we will investigate the history, theory and practical design of green space in cities. We will focus on types of green space and their community function, relationship to commerce, aesthetics, recreation, ecology, and health in particular. Students will engage in group projects where they locate all underused space in Cleveland (vacant space, gray or brown fields) and will propose a new use for it as green space of some kind. Individual research projects will be related to that site. Lively class discussion and frequent reading responses required. Mandatory field trip to sites in downtown Cleveland on Saturday, September 11 from 10am-4pm; lunch provided. 

 USNA 259 – Bring Out Your Dead
TuTh  10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
Amy Absher[image: https://sisguest.case.edu/cs/saprd/cache/PT_PIXEL_1.gif][image: https://sisguest.case.edu/cs/saprd/cache/PT_PIXEL_1.gif]	This course examines the interplay between history and plague outbreaks.  Course readings draw largely on the writings and experiences of scientists, physicians, and public health officials.  By taking a historical approach to the study of the relationship between human history and the history of disease, students will learn about the development of the scientific method (namely the slow process by which humans learned to identify, categorize, and respond to disease), how science develops in specific historic contexts, the consequence of scientific inquiry, and what humans do when they are faced with imminent death. 
	A tentative list of plagues includes: The Athenian Plague, Black Death, Yellow Fever, TB, Malaria, Influenza in 1918, and AIDS.

USSO 201 - Society and Technology: How Do They Impact One Another?
TuTh 11:30 AM - 12:45 PM
Christine Hudak
This course focuses on a systematic analysis of the relationships between society, and the specific institutional elements of technology and technological innovation. It describes the social aspects of computers and related technologies and explores the ways in which these technologies influence and impact organizations and individuals. The course explores the design, use and cultural significance of technologies and uses a historical focus to asses the integration of technology into all aspects of our society. The restructuring of traditional human interaction by information technology will provide a contemporary focus for the course. Offered in a seminar format, the course will provide opportunities for scholarly discussion, systematic inquiry and written communication.

USSO 209 - Face First
MW 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM
Mark Hans
	Human beings greet the world face first. In fact, the ability to process facial features seems to be innate. A baby easily recognizes its mother's face yet the most powerful computers have difficulty using facial features to identify people. This is because all human faces are similar while fine details make each face unique. This course will begin by studying the human face as an anatomic construction of hard and soft tissue skeletal components. We will discuss how we use anatomic facial features to recognize individuals. One homework exercise will be to construct faces using an FBI identikit. Each student will create an FBI composite sketch of their own face. Seminar time will then be used to view each sketch and try to match the sketch with the seminar participant. Discussion will focus on how facial anatomy is similar or different. Following this introduction, the seminar will shift focus from anatomy to sociology. We will discuss facial attractiveness and beauty. Seminar topics will also include manipulation of facial appearance i.e., cosmetics, body piercing, veils, and plastic surgery.


USSO 222 - Science and Society Through Literature
MW 3:00 PM - 4:15 PM
Michael Maguire
	This course will examine the interaction of scientific investigation and discovery within the context of the society it occurred in. What is the effect of science on society and, as importantly, what is the effect of society on science? An introduction will consider the heliocentric controversy with focus on Galileo. Two broad areas; tuberculosis and the Frankenstein myth, will then be discussed covering the period 1800-present. With tuberculosis, fiction, art and music will be examined to understand the changing views of society towards the disease, how society's perception of tuberculosis victims changed, and how this influenced their treatments and research. With Frankenstein, the original novel in its historical context will be examined. Using fiction and viewing several films, the transformation of the original story into a myth with different connotations and implications will be discussed. Most classes will be extensive discussions coupled with student presentations of assigned materials.

USSO 229 –A Study of Power:  Criteria Essential to Its Rise and Fall
TuTh  2:45PM - 4:00PM
Harvey Salkin
	This SAGES seminar will coordinate examinations of major historical events and their influence on the future. Particular emphasis will focus on the development and/or demise of powerful countries and people, and political and religious infrastructures. Sample topics include: the rise and fall of the Roman empire, the Barbarian empires, the British empire, the National Socialists, the Soviet empire, etc. Development and practice of religious behavior from praying to pagan Gods and spiritual Gods may also be analyzed. The idea is to demonstrate the similarities and differences in each of these broad categories as they progressed. An examination of the impact of greater world "enlightenment" as civilization expanded over time is also discussed. The evolvement and eventual demise or change and the continuing impact on contemporary civilization shall be explored. Conclusions shall be used to suggest a model for the future.

USSO 243 – The Art of Fact
MW 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM 
Andrea Simakis 
	As evidenced by the tragedy that unfolded in New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, we ignore the consequences of endemic poverty at our peril.  How do you evacuate a city filled with thousands of people too poor to own cars?  Where do you house them after they've been rescued from their drowned neighborhoods?  Although Cleveland won't likely be erased by flood, it's one of the poorest big cities in the nation making it vulnerable to disaster in times of crisis and an incubator for a host of thorny social problems.  Often, it's up to journalists to bring attention to these issues, give voice to the voiceless and force policymakers to come up with solutions to seemingly intractable problems.  In this seminar, we'll read and dissect the works of journalists who've written stories about complex social problems and have done so using many of the conventions employed by writers of fiction.  Writer Ben Yagoda described this literary journalism as "making facts dance."  We'll spend our time researching numerous social issues and learn to write about them in a clear and compelling voice.

USSO 286J – Women's Education at CWRU: The Flora Stone Mather Oral History Project
TuTh 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM
Gladys Haddad
	This seminar will offer a discussion-based exploration of the history of women's education in America.  Much of the discussion will focus on the emergence of coordinate colleges, including the College for Women (later renamed Flora Stone Mather College) at Western Reserve University.  The seminar will also give students an opportunity to contribute to the historical literature by conducting interviews with Flora Stone Mather alumnae.  Students will be instructed in the basic principles and techniques of oral history and engage in the creation of primary source materials--tapes and transcriptions--essential for historical documentation.  They will then reflect on the relationship between the stories they have collected and the present-day educational experiences of women at Case Western Reserve University.

USSO  286M - Hip-Hop Narrative in Film
TuTh  6:00 PM - 7:15 PM
James Izrael
	This seminar explores films of the Hip-Hop Generation and, by presenting certain films in chronological order, draws out the common threads.  Hip-Hop culture is a conversation, an argument between the have-nots and the rest of us.  The goals and objectives of that conversation have evolved and changed in timbre and urgency.  Tracking that dialog through the late 60s, the post-civil rights era, the emergence of the b-boy, Reaganomics, and the rise of the new Black middle class helps us to get a better look at where it is and where it's going.  By isolating the stories told by filmmakers within a certain period and then analyzing their place in the larger Hip-Hop narrative, the instructor and the students can infer truths about the politics and zeitgeist of the times in which the film works were conceived.  This course will consist of lots of film, yes, but also lots of reading and writing.  Upon successful completion, the student should be able to recognize and define the Hip-Hop narrative in popular cinema, focus critical thinking skills, pull the narrative from certain films and discuss it, note and discuss the visual aesthetic and how it impacts the story, and discuss the marketing, packaging, and cultural impact of the Hip-Hop narrative.

USSO 286X  – The  Future of News
TuTh  10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
William Doll
	[image: https://sisguest.case.edu/cs/saprd/cache/PT_PIXEL_1.gif]The saying goes, "Strong Press, Strong Democracy."  But what of strong democracy when the press is weak?  That's this seminar's big question.  Specifically, who will produce the news that holds government accountable--the media's First Amendment--protected watchdog role-- in this unprecedented era of media closings, bankruptcies, layoffs and new media?  Facing recession and the rise of the Internet as a more attractive arena for advertisers, ABC News is firing a quarter of its staff; papers in Denver and Seattle have closed; those in Chicago and Philadelphia are in bankruptcy; nationally over 20% of reporters have lost their jobs.  
News that holds government accountable is said to be the food supply of democracy.  What if that food supply is losing its nutritional punch?  We will explore these questions as a seminar, through discussion, personal writing and research-based papers, as well as through oral presentations, film and interviews with reporters, editors and media managers. 
To all of these we will bring to bear the analytic tools of mass communications and sociology.  How is news made?  What role does news play in society today?  What role do Facebook, Twitter and other new and social media play?   How did the powerful media seemingly collapse and so suddenly?  Can blogs and the Internet be substitute guardians of democracy?  Does, in fact, a strong democracy need a strong press?  Does "news" need "professionals" reporters--or can "citizen journalists" do the job? Our goal is a clearer grasp of, as one scholar put it, “the interconnections of citizenship, media, and democracy that determine the quality of collective judgment in a global era."

USSO 286Y -The Holocaust and Local History
MW 4:00 PM - 5:15 PM
Sean Martin
	The Holocaust and Local History will focus on how the events that make up the Holocaust affected communities in both Eastern Europe, where the most horrific crimes of the Holocaust occurred, and in the United States, where the Jewish community responded to the events with both astonishment and action. A focus on local histories, will illustrate the legacy of the Holocaust and help students understand how history directly affects their own lives and lives of those around them. The goal is to uncover the role that this complex history continues to play in our daily lives, whether in the small towns of Eastern Europe or the suburbs of greater Cleveland. Topics will include the course of the Holocaust in towns in Eastern Europe, the effects of the Holocaust in American communities like Cleveland, and the commemoration of the Holocaust and memory of local Jewish communities in Eastern Europe. Students will examine topics with the help of primary and secondary sources, hear from local survivors of the Holocaust, and learn more about how the Holocaust is represented in local museums.

USSO 286V – Management of Chronic Illness in a Cultural Context
MW 5:00 PM – 6:15 PM
Amy Zhang			
	This course will explore the cross cultural, self-care approaches to health problems.  It covers substance-based (e.g., herbs, acupuncture), and mind-body (e.g., yoga, qigong), spiritual (e.g., prayer) and social (e.g., communal, family) approaches that have been used to manage chronic diseases and promote wellness in various cultural settings.
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USSO 286Z - The Development of Consulting Services: Origins and Applications
TuTh 4:30 PM – 5:45 PM
Drew Sellers
	Most of you will work with consultants throughout your career.  Many of you will become consultants at some point in time.  We will review the history of this burgeoning profession, explore various issues impacting its continued growth and develop a point of view on the promises and pitfalls of consulting in the twenty-first century.  This course is purposefully conducted in a seminar format with a relatively small group of students.  Through our class time together you will learn skills and techniques, and gain practice in listening, presenting, discussing, debating, and persuading - all critical competencies in both business and life.




USSO 287A – Writing Life: Understanding Narrative Biography
TuTh 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Bradley Ricca
	The study and practice of biography, that is, writing the life of someone, is an important tool for understanding history, the creative impulse, and even the discovery of scientific phenomenon.  In this class, we will learn some of the history of biography and what it hopes to accomplish in its various sub-genres.  Primarily, we will engage in reading and discussing some important and contemporary biographies in a variety of styles and genres.  By looking at different sub-genres such as autobiography, life-writing, and even fictive narrators, we will learn how researchers use facts to construct narratives constructed around an argument that tells a story about someone's life in a way that engages with important issues of self, audience, and the location of truth.  As our final research project, we will undertake our own biographical projects where we will do primary research in order to construct focused narratives of people of our own choosing.  To work up to this point, we will work on our own autobiographies, look at the lives of things, and look at some films which foreground the narrative of life.  This course will be of great use to writers and researchers who must be able to communicate any kind of true account in a way that is both engaging and comprehensive.

USSO 287B – Migration in Human History
MW  9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
Eric Limbach
	The movements of individuals and groups, along with the ideas, technologies, and diseases that accompanied them, have played an integral role in shaping human history.  Migration has continually created, challenged and shaped societies from the most ancient periods through to the present.  It has a transformative effect on communities at the points of origin, along migration routes, and at temporary and final destinations.  This seminar will introduce students to several different ways of thinking about migration throughout history, from the contacts between nomadic and settled societies, to colonial settlement and diasporas and migration from rural towns and villages to industrial cities, as well as the ongoing mobility at the highest and lowest levels of modern society.  Indeed, many contemporary conflicts of class and culture can be traced back to migration, in the interactions between those seen as migrants and those who consider themselves natives.  This seminar will also encourage students to consider the importance of different forms of migration in their own lives, in the histories of their families, and in the city around them.  Cleveland is a city founded by migrants from Connecticut (hence the 'Western Reserve' in the name of the university), populated by both transatlantic and internal American migration, and shaped by the local migrations that affected ethnic neighborhoods, suburbs, and smaller towns throughout the region.  Compared to historical migrations of thousands and millions of people, such movements may seem minor, but they can be studied and understood in similar terms.

USSO 287C – Murder in the Jazz Age
TuTh 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Amy Absher
	Having lived through the devastation and consequences of World War I, you might think that Americans would have been appalled by the violent murders that marred the 1920s.  To be sure, they were. Americans were also drawn to the infamous murders as though understanding these crimes would enable them to explain the changes in society, such as changes to gender rules and urbanization, brought about and accelerated by the war. In this class, we will examine the major crimes of the decade in the hopes of gaining the insight that the people at the time sought. The course readings include secondary sources that provide an analysis of the decade and primary sources from the murder cases themselves.  In addition, students will become familiar with the historical context and scientific advancements that gave birth to modern forensics. A tentative list of cases to be discussed includes: Sacco and Vanzetti, William Desmond Taylor, Ruth Snyder, and the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.

USSO  287D - Women Artists and Feminist Art Criticism
TuTh  2:45PM -  4:00PM
Heather Lemonedes[image: https://sisguest.case.edu/cs/saprd/cache/PT_PIXEL_1.gif][image: https://sisguest.case.edu/cs/saprd/cache/PT_PIXEL_1.gif]
	We never speak of "masculine art" or "man artist." And yet women artists have always existed.  This course will examine a selection of women artists from the Renaissance to today, exploring the societies in which they worked or work and what role gender played or plays in their artistic output.  Throughout the course we will continuously question our endeavor in singling out women artists.  Is it valid to discuss a feminine style, subject matter, or point of view?  Why were women relegated to the margins of art history until the latter part of the twentieth century?  How have the myths of artistic greatness and genius been designed to exclude women, and how has feminist criticism attempted to deconstruct those myths?  Readings and class discussions will help provide students with the tools to speak and write about art.  Numerous class meetings will take place in galleries and art study room of the Cleveland Museum of Art.

USSO 287E – Global Power Shifts in the 21st Century: Lessons from History and a Case Study of Plastics Industry
TuTh  8:30 AM – 9:45 AM
Joao Maia
	Since the beginning of recorded human civilization, locally dominant societies have risen, prospered, decayed and finally ended, with new ones taking their place.  Starting in the 15th century, however, Europe established global dominance and maintained it for four centuries, from the age of New World exploration through the Industrial Revolution of the 19th century.  Then came the rise of the United States, which in the late 20th century became the world's only superpower, economically, industrially, militarily and, increasingly, culturally.  The main aim of this course is to learn lessons form history and assess whether the US will continue in its dominant role, or whether the emerging Asian economic powerhouses, especially China and India, will supplant it by sheer force of numbers and a more dynamic industrial base.  Plastics can be considered the materials that defined the 20th century and will be increasingly important in the decades ahead.  In this seminar, we will focus on the history of the plastics industry as a case study illustrating the shift in power between Europe and the US.  We will also ask whether this history portends a similar shift in power between the US and Asia.

USSO  287F - A Force More Powerful: Nonviolent Approaches to Social Change
MW 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
Arthur Romano
	Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. contended that, "We must learn to live together as brothers and sisters or perish together as fools."  This course begins from the premise that peacebuilding is an art and a skill set that can be learned.  This seminar is designed to provide an introductory perspective on the philosophy and practice of nonviolence and its role in peacebuilding .  In this seminar, we will ask the overarching question; what is nonviolence?  How can one live a nonviolent life?  How has nonviolence been used to effect social change?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of such a worldview?  We will take an international view beginning with the Civil Rights Movement in the US and exploring ways that nonviolence has been understood and applied in places abroad such as Burma, Columbia, India, and the Niger Delta.  We will engage in lively discussions exploring the opportunities and challenges we face today asking:  What are the pressing issues of our day?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of nonviolent approaches to effecting social change given these contemporary issues?  How can the internet and other 'new' forms of media influence nonviolent efforts for social change?  In all, students will be asked to consider the relevance of nonviolence given the unique ecological and social challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century.

USSO 287G – 21st Century Peacebuilding
M W 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM
Arthur Romano
	This seminar serves as an introduction to the interdisciplinary fields of Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution.  In this seminar, we will begin by critically examining various conceptions of the idea of peace and multiple ways that conflict and violence can be understood and analyzed.  Thus, we will engage with the major theories of conflict analysis and foundational conversations around positive and negative peace.  We will then ask; what are the processes peacebuilders use to change the world?  What informs peacebuilding interventions?  Do we have the capability for compassion, forgiveness, creativity and reconciliation?  Here students will be exposed to a multitude of approaches from around the world ranging from attempts at mediating conflict such as those offered by the United Nations to grassroots level community building efforts.  Students will be introduced to frameworks for mediation, negotiation, reconciliation and social movement organizing.  In all, students will be asked to consider what informs comprehensive approaches to peacebuilding, especially in light of the unique challenges and opportunities of the 21st century.

USSY 241 - The Birth of the Modern: 1905-1925
TuTh 10:00 AM - 11:15 AM
Daniel Melnick
	"The Birth of the Modern: 1905-1925" will attempt to answer the question "What is the modern?" by exploring some of the breakthrough works of literature, music, art, and scientific theory in the first decades of the twentieth century. We will study what characterizes the new modes of thinking or "language" of modernity, developed in experimental work across the arts, the sciences, and the social sciences. We will be examining some of the major manifestos of and statements about the nature of Modernism in order to see how they illuminate, for example, a novel by James Joyce or a painting by Picasso, a composition by Stravinsky, a scientific theory of Einstein's, or a psychological theory of Freud's. At the conclusion of the seminar, students will present their findings and write a research paper about "the modern" as it relates to a field of particular interest to them.

USSY 250 - Medical Narratives
TuTh 1:15 PM - 2:30 PM
Athena Vrettos
This course examines the relationship between medicine and narrative by exploring the representational structures and narrative conventions that have been used to understand and communicate the experience of illness, to tell stories about the human body, and to diagnose and treat disease. The course focuses on literary texts (including novels, plays, short stories and memoirs) written by doctors, patients, nurses and creative writers, as well as on medical case histories from different cultures and historical periods. It examines such topics as the uses of narrative in medical practice; the uses of metaphor in conceptualizing and representing disease; the ethical dilemmas posed by medical research and practice; the therapeutic value of narrative; the structural similarities (and historical links) between detective fiction and medical case histories; the imaginative function of illness in literature; the cultural myths and iconography of disease in different historical periods; the representation of physical and mental illness and the human body in language and art, and cultural responses to major health crises such as bubonic plague, syphilis, and AIDS.

USSY 273 - Intellectual Property: Pirates and Profiteers
TuTh 1:15 PM - 2:30 PM
Martha Woodmansee
We take it for granted that our cars and camels are our "property" but what about intangible objects like poems or songs on CDs? In this seminar we will examine the development of this relatively recent form of property through the lens of piracy. We will begin with piracy on the high seas. Through analysis of historical, literary, and cinematic representations of piratical activity in the early modern era we will develop a critical methodology to aid us when we turn our attention to the newer "intellectual" property. Intellectual property is rapidly becoming the linchpin of the burgeoning global "information economy," and the U.S. is among its staunchest and most powerful enforcers. Yet only a century ago the U.S. was itself a pirate nation. After examining this piratical moment in the history of intellectual property we will turn for comparison to a selection of present-day transgressions--from peer-to-peer file sharing, to Asian software and CD/DVD bootlegging, and South American patent busting. Our aim will be to develop an informed position in the current public debate about the legitimacy and limits of private ownership of ideas in our globalizing information economy.

USSY  279 - Navigating Contemporary Art
MW 4:00P M - 5:15 PM
Kristin Rogers 
Elizabeth Bly
Art has always had a shifting, complicated relationship to the general public.  In today's world, contemporary art is sometimes regarded as a detached, self-reflexive, and elite mystery reserved for in-the-know connoisseurs and aspiring scene-makers.  Yet there are many points of entry for meaningful dialogue about the art, the artists, and the audience that comprise the world of contemporary art.  This seminar will explore the critical and cultural contexts that can help foster this conversation.  It will include visits to local museums, galleries, and artists' studios, and culminate in a tour of the Progressive Art Collection.  The goal of the seminar is to inspire a genuine interest in contemporary art and provide students with the tools required to think, speak, and write more clearly about it.

USSY 284 - The Art of Madness
MW 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM
Barbara Burgess-Van Aken
Taking a historical approach, this course will examine the relationship between the evolution of social and medical attitudes toward mental illness and fictional representations of madness in literature. Beginning with the early modern period, students will compare period sociological and medical narratives on mental illness to fiction works with representations of madness. In so doing, students will consider how the interactive dynamics of art and science contribute to cultural and social thought. Specific areas of inquiry will include: the development of psychology and its effect on societal perceptions of mental illness; cultural developments that occurred in response to changing perceptions of mental illness over the centuries; and the use of representational structures and narrative conventions in understanding and communicating the experience of mental illness. Other interrogations will include the imaginative function of mental illness in literature (e.g., melancholy's role in creativity); the cultural myths in iconography of mental illness in different historical periods; and ethical dilemmas regarding mental illness as reflected in both medical and literary narratives.

USSY 285U - Popular Music and Film
TuTh 4:30 PM - 5:45 PM, Th 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM (for film viewing)
Nora Morrison
This course takes an interdisciplinary approach to studying music in American film. Students will learn to analyze film and music with greater sophistication, to contextualize them in time and place, and to interpret their meanings. The films predominantly feature jazz and popular music. We will discuss several aspects of a film: filmmaking techniques, visual composition, the film's available interpretations, audience reception, and so on. We will also discuss musical composition and performance, artists' self-representation, the link between music and commerce, and so on. Course sources include films and critical literature. The primary focus of the class will be on the ways music and film intersect as entertainment and art.

USSY 286J – Creativity and Constraint
TuTh 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM
Carter Edman
The purpose of this course is to explore creative problem-solving as it relates to different disciplines and types of problems and to encourage a passion for finding best solutions, not merely obvious ones.  We will use and evaluate case studies of real-world projects and complex decisions, readings about creativity, firsthand accounts from creative professionals, and in-class exercises to hone strategic thinking skills.  The seminar is specifically concerned with how constraints--ranging from budgets and schedules to the laws of physics--can encourage, rather than inhibit, creative solutions.  But we will also consider general questions about the process and psychology of problem-solving.  Areas of investigation will include steps in establishing problem scope and defining and recognizing successful solutions; the dynamics of group versus individual problem-solving; and strategies for communicating complex ideas to teammates and leading the creative process.  Students will be expected to participate actively in shaping class discussions and activities.  

USSY 286U – Puzzled 
MWF  9:30 AM – 10:20 AM
Bernard Jim
	"Puzzled" will look at the practice of puzzle making and puzzle-solving and explore the meaning of puzzles for different cultures throughout history.  We will read works from the disciplines of math, history, anthropology, philosophy, and literature.  We will explore why certain types of puzzles became popular and how puzzles have transferred from one culture to another. We will examine the role of code writing and code-breaking in the military and in the world of business.  We will read examples of fiction and watch films that adopt the form of the puzzle as a narrative device.  We will think about the function of puzzles as instruments to exercise the faculties of reason and logic and as a means of leisure or pleasant distraction. 
Students will be asked to both solve and create puzzles over the course of the semester.  They will write analytical essays on topics related to the practice and history of puzzle making and puzzle solving, and they will pursue a research topic that revolves around an issue or problem that has "puzzled" them.

USSY 286V – Food Craze: (No) Reservations
MW 3:00 PM – 4:15 PM
Narcisz Fejes
The great number of food-related TV-shows indicate an unprecedented interest in questions about and fascination with food; in fact, these TV shows allure viewers with the appeal of a myth: eating involves discovery (Anthony Bourdain's No Reservations, On the Road again with Mario Batali, Planet Food), thrill (Bizarre Foods), or "supernatural" competition (Man vs. Food, Top Chef).  These television shows and food-related writings that accompany them in earnest "worship" food and often promote ideas of multiculturalism by which exciting and novel locales, foods, and meal preparatory techniques are discovered.  The objective of this course is to "indulge" in these shows and food writings and scrutinize them:  What explains such fascination with the viewing of and reading about food?  In what ways can food-exploration trips expand on ideas and critiques of multiculturalism and globalization?  What explains the centrality and "mythical" nature of food in the twenty-first century?  To begin these conversations, we will touch on a plethora of food writing works motivated by environmental and health concerns such as Michael Pollan's essays.  Then we look at the world of cookbooks (including the cookbooks of Julia Child and Rachel Ray), food blogs and TV-shows, and essays by the Bill Buford and Calvin Trillin among many others.

USSY  287F - Telling True Stories: Literary Journalism in America
MW 12:30PM - 1:45PM
Joshua  Roiland
	Literary journalism is a genre of nonfiction writing that employs all of the reportorial and truth-telling covenants of traditional journalism, while employing rhetorical and storytelling techniques more commonly associated with fiction.  In short, it is journalism as literature.  This course will introduce you to major themes in American literary journalism, the genre's representative writers, and the enduring questions of the field.  For example, we will ask how these stories work as narratives, as scientific explanations, as political tools, and as entertainment.  How do these categories overlap?  How do they motivate us to act?  Where are these stories published and who is the readership?  How do historical and cultural contexts influence and appear in the works?  What is the relationship between (literary) journalism and democracy?  What is the relationship between form and content?  Is there a difference between physical truth and emotional truth?  In the process of answering these questions, this course will emphasize close reading, interdisciplinary thinking, and the writing process.  Through reading assignments, class discussions and presentations and paper writing we will have the opportunity to examine, analyze, and develop our own interpretations about these multifaceted writings and the diverse cultural experiences and meanings they chronicle.
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USSY 287G - Shadowplay/East and West
MWF 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM, W 4:00-6:00 PM (for film viewing)
Linda Ehrlich
Shadows flicker across the screen, drawing us back to the precursors of the cinema and forward to digital effects. To borrow Gorki's phrase, the cinema is truly a "train of shadows." This course focuses on interactions between shadow theatre, dance, visual arts, the cinema, and traditional forms of play. While the main focus is on traditional artistic forms, we also explore modern variants, including the use of shadows in contemporary photography. We will look at shadows in different (yet overlapping ) contexts, and compare the effects of still and moving shadows. All of these contexts involve moments of narrative and silence. Through a series of short papers which will be integrated into a longer paper, each student will explore his/her approach to a central question: what does it mean to play with shadows? 

USSY 287H - Cityscapes in 20th-Century and Contemporary Visual Culture
Tu Th 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM
Gary Sampson
	This seminar will explore the dynamic meanings of modern and contemporary urban environments through visual representation.  What does a city look like?  As great complex entities of constant change, we will see the cities have been portrayed in a myriad of ways.  What social ideals have engaged the vision of architects and designers in the making of the metropolis since the late 19th century?  How have artists interpreted major cities as sites of modernity and cultural vanguard; as places fraught with anxiety, alienation, and oppression; and as a shifting structures and spaces of human occupation and passage?  How can forms of representation help us envision the entirety of diverse urban geographies?  What recent developments in convergent media might be employed as catalyst for achieving and enhanced understanding of the interrelationship of urban forms and human need?  In an effort to comprehend the enormity of these questions, we will view and discuss selected examples of architecture, design, art, photography, film and video, in essence sampling the roles they have played in the process of conceiving and imagining the design and significance of cities.  Our study of visual material will be organized according to three major overlapping themes:  the utopian and visionary city, the cultures of cities, and the emerging city.  Selected readings will be assigned from these areas over the course of the semester, in addition to several corresponding research activities.
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