
  

book Page. This page, along 

with official documents from 

the university (e.g. this news-

letter, the FYI Guide, Under-

graduate Handbook) will help 

you stay informed of opportu-

nities and policies that impact 

your academics and the value 

of your educational experi-

ence at CWRU.  

—Julie L. Amon, Assistant 

Dean for First-Year Students  

I am excited to finally see all 

of you on campus and am 

ready to kick off this exciting 

new year with you. This is the 

first in a series of newsletters 

that I will be sending to you 

throughout the year so that I 

can stay in touch with you and 

keep you informed about im-

portant about important 

events, deadlines, issues, and 

opportunities. The topics will 

depend on your questions and 

concerns as well as mine.  

As your class dean, I am look-

ing forward to getting to know 

each of you. I invite you to 

stop by my office in Sears 357 

to introduce yourself and to let 

me now how things are going. 

You can also reach me at : 

julie.amon@case.edu. 

Finally, I invite all of you to join 

the CWRU Class of 2015 

First Year Academics Face-

Celebrating its ninth year as a 

CWRU tradition for first-year 

students, the Common Read-

ing Program is proud to fea-

ture Justice: What’s the Right 

Thing to Do? by nationally 

renowned scholar and author 

Michael Sandel. Dr. Sandel 

will be featured as the keynote 

speaker for the University 

Fall Convocation on 

Wednesday, August 31 in 

Severance Hall.  

Discussion about the book will 

begin at Share the Vision on 

Friday, August 26. Detailed 

information about the Share 

the Vision Program will be 

provided in your Welcome 

Days Schedule and Infor-

mation Packet.  

First-year students will have 

the opportunity to let their 

voices be heard during 

breakout sessions immediate-

ly following this program. 

Come prepared to engage in a 

meaningful discussion about 

the book with fellow first-year 

students and faculty mem-

bers. This small-group format 

provides students with a forum 

to share thoughts, ideas, opin-

ions, and to ask questions.  

This event is in many ways an 

introduction to our community 

of scholars. We look forward 

to your contributions.  

Additional programs related to 

the book will be hosted 

throughout Fall Semester. 

Students also have the oppor-

tunity to contribute to this 

year’s designated philanthropy 

Northeast Ohio Coalition for 

the Homeless (NEOCH) now 

through Family Weekend.  

For more info on Justice visit 

the author’s website or the 

publisher’s reading guide.  
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
mailto:julie.amon@case.edu
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/reading/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/reading/
http://www.case.edu/events/convocation/index.html
http://www.case.edu/events/convocation/index.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/schedule.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/schedule.html
http://www.neoch.org/
http://www.neoch.org/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/events/familyweekend/
http://www.justiceharvard.org/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/reading/doc/guide.pdf
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All first-year students were placed into a First Seminar based on their indicated interests, fit with the fall se-

mester schedule they created at orientation, and their writing sample. Changes to your SAGES First Seminar 

course will only be considered in the event that it conflicts with another course that is required in your first 

semester. 

No change may be made to your SAGES First Seminar course without consultation and approval by 

Dean Julie Amon. 

Remember that all First Seminars have a 4th Hour that offers first-year students and SAGES faculty flexible 

time for University Circle visits, guest lectures, and many other opportunities. All first-year students have 

Monday and Wednesday from 12:30—1:45 p.m. blocked to accommodate the 4th Hour. First-year students 

cannot have a course schedule during this time—if you do, you must adjust your schedule immediately.  

Make sure to review your schedule, both on SIS and when you meet your SAGES First-Year Advisor on Fri-

day, August 26. Be aware that your schedule may have changed since Summer Orientation based on updat-

ed placement information, course credit (AP/IB/transfer), course requests, or other circumstances. 

The average course load for a first-year student is 14-19 credit hours (4-5 credit-bearing classes). First-year 

students may not carry more than 19 credit hours (except music majors and some students with 4-credit hour 

science/engineering/foreign language courses who have permission from Dean Amon). If your original course 

selections totaled more than 5 classes or 19 credit hours, a course may have been dropped from your sched-

ule. As a result of course conflicts and closed courses, some students’ schedules may have been altered. If 

your schedule currently includes fewer than 14 credit hours, please add a course unless otherwise advised by 

your First-Year Advisor. You must be registered for at least 12 credit hours in order to be a full-time student. 

Your schedule should consist of courses that help you explore your academic interests and educational goals. 

Course registration should take into consideration placement changes resulting from earned transfer credit or 

AP, IB, or A-Level examinations. If your First-Year Advisor does not have transfer credit evaluations and/or 

advanced examination test results, CWRU has not received this information. Be sure to make arrangements 

to get this information to the Office of Undergraduate Studies (Sears 357) as soon as possible so that you can 

be advised appropriately with regard to course selection and degree completion.  

If changes need to be made to your fall semester schedule, they may be made throughout the Drop/Add peri-

od (August 27—September 9, 2011). See Making Changes to Your Schedule on page 3 for more information.  

During Welcome Days you will meet your SAGES First Seminar professor who will also serve as your First-

Year Advisor. At this event you will also meet fellow students in your First Seminar and receive an updated 

copy of your fall semester schedule. You will have a chance to review your schedule with your First-Year Ad-

visor, ask questions, and discuss any potential schedule changes. Schedule changes cannot be made until 

the First-Year Student Drop/Add, beginning Saturday, August 27, 2011. Additionally, you will have the 

first two weeks of classes (until September 9, 2011) to continue schedule discussions with your professors/

First-Year Advisor and make adjustments. 

F i r s t - Y e a r  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t e r  

 

http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/undstud.html
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First-year students have a special drop/add period that begins Saturday, August 27. Students can make 

simple changes to their fall semester schedules on their own using SIS (e.g., changing sections of ECON 

102). All schedule adjustments should be discussed with your First-Year Advisor before being 

made. Changes requiring special permission, such as a closed class, must be granted by the instructor 

of the course in SIS before you can make the change to your schedule.  

Representatives from Undergraduate Studies will be available on Saturday, August 27, 10:00 a.m.—

12:00 p.m. in Nord Atrium, Nord 310, and Nord Computer Lab for advising. Faculty representatives  

from SAGES, Chemistry, Mathematics, and Physics will also be present. Keep in mind that advising is 

reserved for students with needs beyond basic add/drop/change requests. If you are unsure whether or 

not you should speak with someone on Saturday, ask your First-Year Advisor when you meet him/her on 

Friday.  

PHYS 115, 116, 121, 122, 221                                

Thursday, August 25, 2011, 3:30-6:30 p.m., Rockefeller 301 

Students wishing take a proficiency examination in physics 

must register at least 24-hours in advance by emailing Prof. 

Gary Chottiner (gary.chottiner@ case.edu). Details on exam 

content is available at http://www.phys.cwru.edu/undergrad/

Proficiency%20Exams/ . 

MATH 121, 122, 201, 223, 224      

Thursday, August 25, 2011, 12:30-3:30 p.m., Yost 300 

Students who wish to take a proficiency examination in mathe-

matics must register by email at least 24-hours in advance with 

Prof. Chris Butler (chris@case.edu). 

CHEM 105, 106, 111            

Friday, August 26, 2011, 3:15-6:15 p.m., Clapp 201 

Students wishing to take a proficiency exam in chemistry 

should email Prof. Mike Kenney (michael.kenney@case.edu) 

at least 48-hours in advance. 

PHED—All first-year students 

were advised to include at least 

one full semester or half semes-

ter PHED course in their fall 

schedules. However, PHED 

courses are fairly tight and you 

might not have been able to add 

one to your schedule. While you 

can still add courses during the 

drop/add period, if you cannot 

find a PHED this semester, be 

sure to include one in your 

spring semester schedule. 

Foreign Language—Students 

who think they have been 

placed above or below the ap-

propriate foreign language 

course should attend the class 

to which they have been as-

signed and discuss their place-

ment with the instructor. No 

change may be made in lan-

guage course placement with-

out the approval of the in-

structor. 

MATH 120—All students placed 

into MATH 120 will have a se-

cond chance to verify their 

placement by taking another 

placement exam. This exam will 

be given during the first week of 

class. Students scoring at the 

MATH 121/125 level will be 

asked to move up; students 

scoring at the MATH 120 level 

will remain enrolled in MATH 

120. 

ENGR 131 and EECS 132         

Saturday, August 27, 2011 12:30-3:30 p.m., Olin 313 

Students wishing to take either of the exams must register for 

them at least 48 hours in advance by emailing the exam coor-

dinators as follows:  

ENGR 131: Prof. Chris Fietkiewicz, cxf47@case.edu 

EECS 132:  Prof. Harold Connamacher, hsc21@case.edu 

mailto:gary.chottiner@case.edu
http://www.phys.cwru.edu/undergrad/Proficiency%20Exams/
http://www.phys.cwru.edu/undergrad/Proficiency%20Exams/
mailto:chris@case.edu
mailto:michael.kenney@case.edu
mailto:cxf47@case.edu
mailto:hsc21@case.edu
http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/FYI%20Guide%202011-2012.pdf
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Prior to attending Summer Orientation you were instructed to review the First Year Information (FYI) 
Guide.  This publication will be useful to you throughout the entire first year. You should familiarize 
yourself with the contents and refer to it as needed.  

Your Academic Advisement Report (AAR) is a degree audit made available by the Office of Under-
graduate Studies.  Your AAR can be viewed by logging into SIS.  It is critical that you check this docu-
ment on a regular basis to ensure satisfactory progress toward degree completion as well as accuracy 
of course registration each semester.  You can familiarize yourself with the document as you verify the 
accuracy of your schedule and the appropriate posting of AP, IB, and college credit.   

The University Bulletin contains degree requirements and other important academic information.  

Course syllabi are among the most important uni-
versity documents that you will receive each se-
mester.  Your course syllabus is viewed as a con-
tract between you and your professor. You are re-
sponsible for knowing the information contained 
within the syllabus, for reviewing the syllabus on a 
regular basis and for noting any changes that a 
professor makes to his/her syllabus.  It is essential 
that you review your syllabus after your first class 
and become familiar with course requirements.  In 
addition, highlight questions you have about the 

By now, you should have activated your Case e-mail account and you should be checking it regularly.  
Important, official correspondence (responses to special requests and petitions, dates and deadlines, 
opportunities, and this newsletter) will occur over e-mail. The Office of Undergraduate Studies recogniz-
es that you get many emails on a daily basis and therefore strictly limits all communication to essential 
and timely information, deadlines, and opportunities. You are responsible for adhering to policies, 
procedures, deadlines, and requirements addressed in emails sent by the Office of Undergradu-
ate Studies. The First-Year Student Newsletter is considered official University communication and as 
such you will be expected to know and follow the policies, procedures, and deadlines contained herein. 
Make sure to view the official e-mail policy in the Case Student Handbook.  

F i r s t - Y e a r  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t e r  
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 

 

 

 

 

 

information in the syllabus and ask for clarification 
at the next class meeting. Read all course syllabi 
carefully and look especially for the following infor-
mation: 

 Professor Name   

 Professor Email, Phone & Office Location  

 Professor Office Hours 

 Required Books & Materials 

 Assignments & Due Dates  

 Attendance/Absence Policy 

 Final Exam Schedule 

You are expected to attend your classes regularly.  If you are ill, contact University Health Services, 
2145 Adelbert Road (216) 368-2450. If you miss classes because of illness, it is your responsibility to 
discuss your situation with the professor and arrange for make-up work (if make-up work is consistent 
with the professor's course policy).  If a family emergency makes it impossible for you to attend classes, 
please notify the Office of Undergraduate Studies, Sears 357, at (216) 368-2928 immediately. Make 
sure to view the official attendance policy in the Case Student Handbook.  

 

http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/FYI%20Guide%202011-2012.pdf
http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/FYI%20Guide%202011-2012.pdf
http://www.case.edu/sis
http://bulletin.case.edu/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/handbook/policy/university/email.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/handbook/policy/university/attendance.html
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The Office of the University Registrar is responsible for 
certifying student enrollment status. Certification of Enroll-
ment may be required for medical or legal associations, licen-
sure, insurance companies, employers, loans, etc. The Regis-
trar’s Office certifies enrollment by mail, fax, or on a walk-in 
basis (with proper ID). There is no charge for enrollment certifi-
cation services. The Registrar’s Office is located in Yost 110 
and the fax number is 216-368-8711. 

The Office of Undergraduate Studies is responsible for ver-
ifying students’ academic and judicial standing. Verification 
of these standings may be obtained by submitting a Dean Verifi-
cation Form, which you can acquire in Sears 357 or on the web 
at http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/forms.htm. 

Your cumulative grade report will be available on-line through SIS.  Like many other universities, CWRU does 
not send a "paper" grade report to you in the mail.  SIS has a fully printable grade report. Transcript request from 
the Registrar's at http://www.cwru.edu/provost/registrar/.  The on-line grade report is available soon after your 
final exams end and is updated regularly.   

Midterm Grades 

Faculty will submit midterms grades by Monday, October 24, 2011.  These grades are not official and will not 
appear on your transcript. You will be able to view them in SIS. Keep in mind that while midterm grades do not 
factor into your GPA, they are an indicator of your academic performance and should be used to engage in hon-
est self–assessment. As you view these grades, reflect on your attendance, time management, and study skills. 
Are you getting the results you want? If not, make sure to talk with your professors and use your resources.  

The Office of University Financial Aid is located in Yost Hall 417A.  Counselors are availa-
ble weekdays throughout the academic year and summer to meet with families on a walk-in 
basis between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.   

Over the summer the Office of External Loans sent detailed instructions on the processes 
and requirements for obtaining the loans included in financial aid awards.  This infor-
mation is available at http://financialaid.case.edu/undergraduate/loans.aspx. Students 
using Federal Loans to finance their education must complete an entrance interview to 
become acquainted with student borrower rights and responsibilities and sign a master 
promissory note before any funds will disburse. Students and parents with questions 
about the application process or terms of the loans are encouraged to contact the Office 
of Financial Aid at  http://financialaid.case.edu or (216) 368-4530.   

 

Before August 29th make sure that…. 

(if applicable) 

 All requested documents have been received (check My Financial Aid (briefCase) 

 Federal Loan Entrance Counseling has been completed at www.studentloans.gov 

 Direct Subsidized/Unsubsidized Loan Master Promissory Note (MPN) has been 
signed at www.studentloans.gov 

 Perkins Loan MPN has been signed at www.ecsi.net   

 University Loan Promissory Note has been signed at www.ecsi.net 

 Parent PLUS Loan application and Master Promissory Note have been completed at 
www.studentloans.gov 

 Private Loan application has been completed at www.elmselect.com 

 Health Plan Waiver has been submitted online (if you have other insurance coverage) 
- submit waiver by logging into SIS. 

 Fall tuition bill has been reviewed through QuikPay 

 External scholarship checks have been submitted to our office 

First-Year Drop/Add   

Begins 

August 27 

First Day of Classes August 29 

Late Registration Fee 

Begins 

August 30 

University            

Convocation 

August 31 

Labor Day Holiday 

(University Closed) 

September 5 

Drop/Add Period 

Ends 

September 9 

Family Weekend September 

23-25 

http://www.case.edu/registrar/certenr.html
http://www.case.edu/registrar/certenr.html
http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/FYI%20Guide%202011-2012.pdf
http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/forms.htm
http://www.cwru.edu/provost/registrar/
http://financialaid.case.edu/
http://financialaid.case.edu/undergraduate/loans.aspx
http://financialaid.case.edu
http://www.studentloans.gov
http://www.studentloans.gov
http://www.ecsi.net
http://www.ecsi.net
http://www.studentloans.gov
http://www.elmselect.com
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The Residential Undergraduate Studies Satellite (R.U.S.S.) Office for First-Year Students is located in the 
main office area of Wade Commons.  As an extension of the Office of Undergraduate Studies, you can stop 
by R.U.S.S. for quick advising information and academic resources. Dean Julie Amon and Assistant Director 
of First-Year Student Academic Affairs Michael Mason will staff the Wade R.U.S.S. Office on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. For more information about R.U.S.S. Hours contact the Office of 
Undergraduate Studies at (216) 368-2928 or visit http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/walkinhours.htm. 
(Another R.U.S.S. Office is open on Monday evenings in Fribley Commons and is staffed by Dean Lynmarie 
Hamel.) 

First-year students who will be commuting to campus also have a wealth of resources to help them connect to 
the CWRU community and achieve academic success.  Make sure to check your Welcome Days Schedule for 
additional information about Commuter events.  Don’t delay in meeting Rhonda Moore                              
(rhonda.moore@case.edu), Assistant Director for ESS programming and getting to know the Commuter 
Lounge in Thwing Center. For more information, check out  http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/

Did you know that some employers recruit first-year students for internships and leadership training opportuni-

ties? Consider attending the Career Fair on October 6, 2011 to meet with these employers! 

In order to attend the Career Fair, it is important to be prepared by first defining your goals. For example, are 
you seeking an internship or looking for opportunities to start networking with employers to learn more about 
their companies?  

The Career Center can not only help you define your goals, but can also help you practice your elevator pitch, 
review your resume and explore internship opportunities at the Career Fair.  

Not sure of your career goals or major? The Career Center offers career counseling appointments and the 
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator® Strong Interest Inventory® assessments to help you define your goals.  

Stop by during walk-in consulting hours Monday through Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. in Sears 206 
or schedule an appointment to learn more about any of the services mentioned here  or call (216) 368-4446. 
Also, check out job and internship postings in CWRU Link by logging into My Career on the Career Center’s 
homepage. 

Students without a Federal Work Study award may visit the Office of Student Employment in Room 
410A Yost Hall beginning September 12, 2011 to review available job opportunities and complete pa-
perwork.  The Office is open between 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. weekdays.  Employment opportunities are 
also available online at http://loihi.case.edu/rfse   

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  l i k e  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k !  S t a y  u p  

t o  d a t e  o n  a l l  t h e  h a p p e n i n g s  w i t h i n  f i r s t - y e a r  

a c a d e m i c s  b y  c l i c k i n g  t h e  i c o n  b e l o w  

http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/walkinhours.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/schedule.html
mailto:rhonda.moore@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/commuter/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/careers/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/careers/
http://loihi.case.edu/rfse
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
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Supplemental Instruction (SI) 

The Supplemental Instruction (SI) program provides regularly scheduled student- facilitated group study ses-
sions for traditionally challenging courses.  SI sessions are free and your participation is completely volun-
tary.  Attending sessions allows you to ask questions, review notes, practice problems, prepare for exams, 
and reinforce material you already know in a relaxed environment.  Sessions are led by students who have 
successfully completed the course, are recommended by the professor, and trained by ESS. 

During SI sessions, the SI leader will facilitate an activity related to recent material covered in the lecture.  
The goal is to involve you with the material and to introduce good study skills and habits.  Activities may in-
clude a practice quiz, vocabulary building, creating review sheets, or collectively working on problems on the 
board.  Depending on the number of SI leaders for your course, there may be anywhere from two to six 90-
minute sessions per week. Visit ess.case.edu/si for details and to view the complete SI schedule. 

Peer Tutoring 

Peer tutors are fellow students who have been nominated by professors and trained by ESS to work with you 
on an individual and/or group basis in many undergraduate courses.  Peer tutors can help you clarify course 
content and assignments, connect class notes and readings, and help you practice problem solving.  Addi-
tionally, peer tutors can help you reinforce what you already know, model new ways of learning, monitor your 
progress over several sessions, and prepare you for addressing specific questions with the professor.  Peer 
tutors have been trained to work with you in ways that your professor may not be able to do in class. 

You can schedule up to five hours or tutoring each week at no cost with at least one-day notice.  Search peer 
tutoring availabilities and schedule appointments at tutortrac.case.edu.   

SAGES Peer Writing Crew 

The SAGES Peer Writing Crew can assist you at any stage of the writing process, whether you are generat-
ing ideas, composing a first draft, revising, or responding to an instructor's comments. The Crew members 
are undergraduates who have proven themselves as writers in their SAGES seminars.  

You can connect with the Crew in two ways: 

 One-to-One Tutoring. Crew members meet with students individually in Wade Commons, KSL, SAGES 
Café, ESS, and elsewhere on campus. You can make an appointment at tutortrac.case.edu. 

 E-mail Dropbox. You can submit your paper electronically and ask for a Crew member's feedback. Just 
send your paper as an email attachment, along with (1) the complete prompt from your professor, (2) the 
due date for the paper, and (3) a note telling us which elements of the paper we should focus on. Do you 
want help with your thesis, organization, sentence structure, grammar, or something else? Please type 
your full name in the subject line and include it in the attachment as well. We usually respond to papers 
in 24-48 hours, but if the drop box is full, we may need more time. 

For the next best thing to an appointment, check out the Crew's online handbook, Beyond Typing: The Stu-
dents' Guide to Writing. The guide offers advice on every stage of the writing process, answering the ques-
tions that students most often ask about writing successful academic papers.  View the online handbook at 
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/sagesguide/. 

Need better time management and study strategies?  

If you made a resolution to be a better student this fall, then stop by ESS (Sears 470) or call 368-5230 to set 
up an appointment with an ESS staff member. We have some ideas on how you can maximize your study 
time! You’ll receive personalized study recommendations that match your learning style and semester course 
load. It’s free; it’s easy; stop by or call to set up an appointment!  

Join us this fall for Coffee, Tea and a Tip. 

Drop by Educational Services for Students (ESS) every Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. for a quick cup and 
a study tip to help get you through the day.   

Just InCASE: Study Tips for Students by Students 

Looking for advice from past student on the keys to academic success, check out the online book, pdf, or 
video (http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/justincase/), or stop by Educational Services 
for Students (ESS) at 470 Sears Building for a printed version. There is also a new section for international 
students. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Judith Olson-Fallon (judith.olson-fallon@case.edu). 

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/supplemental
http://tutortrac.case.edu/TutorTrac/default.html
http://tutortrac.case.edu/TutorTrac/default.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/sagesguide/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/justincase/
mailto:judith.olson-fallon@case.edu
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=186697618230
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=186697618230
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=186697618230
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For first-year students living in a Residential College, there are several types of staff members ready to 
provide support, encouragement, connections to opportunities, and a meaningful community experi-
ence. Students are strongly encouraged to actively engage in the Residential College beginning of the 
school year activities and to get to know the staff in your Residential College. Check your Welcome 

Days Schedule for additional information about Residential College events. 

Coordinators of First-Year Residence Education (FYC) 

Live-in, full-time professionals holding at least a master's degree in higher education, counseling, or a 
related field, as well as multiple years of experience working in residence life and/or student affairs at 
this or other institutions. The FYC possesses a variety of academic and student life experiences and is 
responsible for supervising the student staff, responding to crisis situations, addressing student conduct 
issues, and overseeing the entire residential college. 

Assistant First-Year Coordinators (AFYC) 

Graduate students who also live in the residential colleges, providing support for residents and working 
closely with FYCs on community development, on-call coverage, and supervising the student staff. 

Resident Assistants (RA) 

Upperclass undergraduate students who live and work with a group of first-year students. They fulfill the 
roles of team member, community builder, peer mentor and role model, advocate for social justice and 
diverse perspectives, academic partner, and administrator. The RA is always a good place for a resi-
dent student to begin if she or he has questions or needs help with any issue. 

Academic Connections  

All staff members work closely with the Office of Educational Services for Students (ESS) and the Of-
fice of Undergraduate Studies to provide academic resources to students. Programs offered include 
how to form study groups, time management, study skills, and major/career exploration.  

During the second and third weeks of the semester, Dean Julie Amon and Michael Mason, Assistant 
Director of First-Year Student Academic Affairs, will be visiting each of the Residential Colleges in order 
to get to know you and your first-year peers, to answer any questions you have, and to listen to any 
concerns or comment you might have for us. The schedule of the visits are as follows: 
 

Mistletoe Residential College Cedar Residential College 
Monday, September 12, 8:00—9:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 6, 8:00—9:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, September 13, 8:00—9:30 p.m.  
 

Juniper Residential College 
Wednesday, September 7, 8:00—9:30 p.m. 
 
Be sure to check with your RA for specific information regarding building, floor and times within each 
college. Look for more information about these visits and watch for further announcements on the 
CWRU Class of 2015—First Year Academics page on Facebook. 

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/living/residencelife/firstyear/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/schedule.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/schedule.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
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W e l c o m e  D a y s  S a t u r d a y  C o l l e g e  ( S a t C o )  

S a t u r d a y ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  1 : 3 0 - 4 : 0 0  p . m .   

First-Year student Welcome Days SatCo will be held on Saturday, August 27, 2011. (Note: Welcome 
Days SatCo is for first-year students only). To review the schedule for Welcome Days SatCo visit http://
studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/classes.html.  SatCo offers unique non-credit, no-tuition 
courses which are held on a Saturday during each academic semester. Courses are open to all CWRU 
students, faculty, staff, and alumni, as well as community members. Most programs have no charge, 
however, some programs may have a fee, such as sky diving, jewelry making, rock climbing, etc. 
 

A n n u a l  F a l l  C o n v o c a t i o n  

W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  4 : 3 0  p . m .  

Case Western Reserve University President Barbara Snyder will officially open the academic year and 
welcome the Class of 2015 during the Annual Fall Convocation on Wednesday, August 31, 2011, at 4:30 
p.m., at Severance Hall. The Annual Fall Convocation is the first formal celebration to open the new 
academic year. All faculty, staff, students and friends of the University are invited to attend. The program 
includes a procession and a keynote speaker. The keynote speaker this year will be Michael Sandel, 
author of the common reading, Justice: What’s the Right Thing To Do?  

 

A n n u a l  C o m m u n i t y  H o u r  W e l c o m e  B a c k  B a r b e q u e  

F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  1 2 : 3 0 — 2 : 0 0  p . m .  

Re-energize your school spirit with entertainment and great food—located behind Kelvin Smith Library.  

 

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  E l e c t i o n s  

S e p t e m b e r  1 4 — 1 5  

The Undergraduate Student Government will be having elections for First Year Representatives to the 
Assembly during the third week of classes. If you are interested in becoming a candidate, go to         
http://usg.case.edu/elections to learn how. The required Letter of Intent must be submitted to  
usgelectioninfo@case.edu  by Thursday, September 1, 2011. Contact USG President Divya Aggarwal at 
dxa103@case.edu to learn more.  
 
 

C a s e  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  D a y  2 0 1 1  

F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 — K i c k - o f f  a t  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  

Get in touch with your inner volunteer! The ninth annual Case for Community Day is Friday, September 
16. All university staff, students, alumni and friends are welcome to dedicate the day to service. 
Registration opens Monday, August 22. From crafts with seniors and sports with kids to neighborhood 
landscaping and painting, volunteers have enjoy a range of opportunities to connect with and improve our 
Great Cleveland community. For more information and to register visit http://www.case.edu/events/cfc/ 
 

F a m i l y  W e e k e n d  

F r i d a y  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 — S u n d a y  S e p t e m b e r  2 5  

Family Weekend provides a fun, unique and memorable opportunity for Case students to share campus 
life with their families. Choose from events that connect families with faculty and staff, excursions to the 
surrounding community, and on-campus entertainment for the entire family! Find more information on the 
webpage: http://studentaffairs.case.edu/events/familyweekend/ 

 
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e  F a i r  

F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 2 : 3 0 — 2 : 0 0  p . m .  

T h w i n g  C e n t e r  B a l l r o o m  

Be sure to attend this open house highlighting programs, events and volunteer opportunities that allow 
students to connect with the greater Cleveland community. Talk with representatives of student service 
organizations, non-profit agencies and post-graduate programs to find ways to get involved. For more 
information contact Angela Lowery at als138@case.edu. Sponsored by the Center for Civic Engagement 
and Learning (CCEL).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/classes.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/orientation/welcome/classes.html
http://usg.case.edu/elections
mailto:usgelection@case.edu
mailto:dxa103@case.edu
http://www.case.edu/events/cfc/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/events/familyweekend/
mailto:als138@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/civicengagement/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/civicengagement/
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The Office of Greek Life will be hosting a number of events at the beginning of Welcome Days for any first-
year student interested in learning more about Greek Life at CWRU.  

Thursday, August 25  

Taste of Greek Life from 12:00—1:00 p.m. on Frieberger Field. Grab some delicious treats from the sororities 
and fraternities while asking any questions you may have about Greek Life at CWRU. 

Greek Carnival from 6:00—8:00 p.m. at Leutner Commons. Carnival games, food, and prizes! Each fraternity 
and sorority hosts their own booth during CWRU's Greek Carnival.  

Sunday, August 28 

Greek Games from 1:00—4:00 p.m. at Leutner Commons (Rain Site: The Spot). Greek organizations will 
host various field games and activities. 

Monday, August 29: Fraternity Rush Begins 

Fraternities will hold daily rush events. Calendars will be distributed throughout Welcome Days and posted 
around campus.  

Questions and concerns can be directed to the Office of Greek Life (216) 368-1363 or email Casey Jordan, 
Coordinator for Greek Programs, at casey.jordan@case.edu. Information is also available on the website: 
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/greek/ 

Students interested in learning more about undergraduate research opportunities should plan to attend a 
SOURCE information session on one of the dates listed below. Students need to attend only one ses-
sion.  Students should register for their info session of choice on the SOURCE website.   

Friday, September 2, 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, September 6, 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 14, 9:30 a.m. 

Monday, September 19, 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, September 29, 4:00 p.m. 

*Locations will be posted at www.case.edu/source.  Contact Dr. Sheila Pedigo (sheila.pedigo@case.edu) 
with questions.  

F i r s t - Y e a r  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t e r  

 
 

Educational Services for Students (ESS) is conducting a series of workshops to enhance students’ aca-
demic skills. By attending these workshops students will learn ways to be a more effective and efficient 
learner. To reserve a spot for any of these workshops, students must register at http://
studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/pdelc/thursworkshops.html no later than 5:00 p.m. the day 
before. All workshops will be on Thursdays from 12:00—1:00 p.m. in the ESS Electronic Learning Center 
(Sears 464) and are available on a first-come, first-served basis. If you have questions, please contact 
Rhonda Moore (rhonda.moore@case.edu) or call (216) 368-3790. 

September 8—Academic Inventory and Goal Setting 

September 15—Understanding the Learning Process to Achieve Academic Success 

September 22—Reading with a Purpose 

September 29—Note-taking 

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/greek/
mailto:casey.jordan@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/greek/
http://www.case.edu/source
http://www.case.edu/source
mailto:sheila.pedigo@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/pdelc/thursworkshops.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/education/resources/pdelc/thursworkshops.html
mailto:rhonda.moore@case.edu


P a g e  1 1  V o l u m e  1 6 . 1  

Come to the International and Study Abroad Fair on Thursday, September 8 from 1:00—4:00 pm on 
the first floor of Tomlinson Hall. You can learn about all of the study abroad options available, meet other 
students, and learn about the multicultural opportunities that can be found right here on campus. It’s Your 
World! Embrace it! For more information about the fair, study abroad, or the Office of International Affairs, 
contact Molly Watkins at molly.watkins@case.edu.  

WIL Week consists of a number of events for everyone on campus, but particularly for women students to 
help them develop their leadership skills. Check the Mistletoe Residential College website for updated 
information.  

Tuesday, September 27 

The Game of Life, 9:00 p.m. at The Spot. Sponsored by Mistletoe Residential College. All students are 
welcome. Free food will be provided. 

Thursday, September 29 

Networking event for students to meet with employers, alumni and CWRU faculty/staff, 5:30—7:30 p.m.  at 
the Alumni House. (By invite only. Contact Kristen McLaughlin kmo30@case.edu to request an invitation).    

Friday, September 30 

Panel discussion with employers on the topic of developing leadership, 12:00 p.m. in the Spartan Room 
(Thwing Center). Free food will be provided and all CWRU students, staff and faculty are invited. 

Registration is required. Contact Genine Apidone (genine.apidone@case.edu) for registration information.  

All students who have been awarded Federal Work Study as part of a financial aid award are invited to at-
tend the 9th Annual Work Study Job Fair to investigate on and off campus employment opportunities.  Dur-
ing Welcome Days, all Federal Work Study recipients will receive a VIP pass through their CWRU e-mail 
from the Office of Student Employment.  The pass is required for admission to the Job Fair.   

Students have received information over the summer from the Office of Student Employment with the Stu-
dent Employment Application and requirements for proof of citizenship/permanent residency.  Students 
may drop off the completed application and citizenship documentation in the Office of Student Employment 
in Room 410A, Yost Hall.  This information is required for the student to be placed on University Payroll, 
and students may not begin working until all documents have been submitted. 

Are you looking for an experiential learning opportunity to complement your academic experience?  Do 
you want to connect to a small community of leaders that can help you make the most of your time at 
CWRU?  If so, we encourage you to consider participating in the Emerging Leaders Program (ELP). ELP 
is one of the few co-curricular programs specifically designed to give first-year students a foundation of 
skills, resources, experiences and the confidence needed to make a difference on campus and after grad-
uation! Come learn more about ELP speak with students who have been a part of the program during the 
information session and ice cream social on Friday, August 26 from 11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. in the 
Wade Commons Pioneer Room. You can also learn more about the program on our website: http://

studentaffairs.case.edu/programs/emerging/. Applications are due September 9 before midnight. 

mailto:molly.watkins@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/groups/mistletoe/womenleader.html
mailto:kmo30@case.edu
mailto:genine.apidone@case.edu
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/programs/emerging/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/programs/emerging/
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Inamori Ethics Prize Ceremony featuring 2011 Honoree Beatrice Mtetwa 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011—5:30 p.m.—Severance Hall 

The Inamori International Center for Ethics and Excellence will honor Beatrice Mtetwa as the recipient of the 
2011 Inamori Ethics Prize. Beatrice Mtetwa is a human rights lawyer who has dedicated her life to advocat-
ing for and defending the rights of journalists, foreign correspondents, and human right violations victims in 
her home country of Zimbabwe. The event is preceded by an academic symposium that features the prize 

recipient, which begins at 12:30 p.m. in the  Inamori International Center for Ethics and Excellence in Craw-
ford Hall. A full schedule of the event can be viewed at: http://case.edu/events/inamori/index.html 

Words Matter Speaker Marc Elliott 

Monday, September 19, 2011—7:00 p.m.—The Spot 

Words Matter, founded by undergraduate Maria Lemler, encourages all of us to think about how words are 
used on our campus and the impact that our language has in how we interact and how we see the world. 

This event features nationally recognized speaker Marc Elliott.  

David Makowsky & Ghaith Al-Omari: How America Can Bring Arabs and Israelis Together Towards 

Peace and Coexistence  

Wednesday, September 21, 2011—7:30 p.m.—Thwing Ballroom 

Details TBA 

Brown Bag Lunch  

Friday, September 23, 2011—12:30-1:45 p.m.—Nord 310 

Mano Singham, Director of the University Center for Innovation in Teaching and Education (UCITE), will lead 
a discussion exploring the scientific basis of the desire for justice.  

Community Hour: 10th Anniversary of 9-11 

September 9, 2011—12:30-1:45 p.m.—Thwing Center Atrium and KSL Oval 

Case Western Reserve University will host an all-campus commemoration event in honor of the 10th anniver-
sary of September 11th during the Community Hour on Friday, September 9. This event will feature interac-

tive activities that will encourage participants to reflect upon the lives lost in in the attacks, pay tribute to those 
who have served our country, and affirm our vision of a just and peaceful world.  

Silent Vigil 

September 11, 2011  

Details, time and location TBA 

F i r s t - Y e a r  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t e r  

The offices of Student Activities and Leadership and Greek Life will host the fall leadership conference on 
Saturday, October 1, 2011. This conference will provide undergraduates with any level experience an op-
portunity to learn more about leadership. Attendees will also be able to network with other students interest-
ed in organizational involvement and leadership development.  Students can attend up to three 50-minute 
sessions on any topic of interest and connect with peers during the closing lunch. This is a free opportunity 
that is open to any student, so save the date!  For more information visit: http://studentaffairs.case.edu/
programs/leadership/     

http://case.edu/events/inamori/index.html
http://marcelliot.com/www.marcelliot.com/Home.html
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/programs/leadership/
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/programs/leadership/


To stay informed on academic policies and opportunities that impact first year students 
check out each month’s First Year Student Newsletter and other materials available 

at the Office of Undergraduate Studies First-Year Student Page at                                  
http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/year1/year1.html.  

Also, watch for emails throughout the school year with important information from Dean 
Julie Amon, Michael Mason, and Jeffrey Wolcowitz, Dean of Undergraduate Studies. 

CWRU Class of 2015—First Year Academics  

Group on Facebook 

 
Stay informed of opportunities, deadlines, and policies that im-
pact your academics and educational experience this summer 
and throughout your first year at Case Western Reserve Uni-

versity. 

 

 

SAGES Plenary Sessions (Mandatory First-Year Student Event) 

October 3/5—12:30-1:45 p.m.—Strosacker Auditorium 

Representatives from Undergraduate Studies and the Career Center will discuss topics such as exploration and assessment of         
academic and career interests, the major declaration process, experiential learning opportunities, and more.  

 

University Career Fair 

October 6, 2011—11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.—Veale Center 

From undecided first-year student to graduate students, the University Career Fair has something for everyone! It is an opportunity for 
students and alumni to find resources for a practicum, internship, co-op, or full-time job. Be sure to bring multiple copies of your re-

sume for employers and dress professionally.  

 

Choices Fair (Mandatory First-Year Student Event) 

October 7, 2011—12:30-1:45 p.m.—Veale Center 

Specifically designed for first-year students, the annual Choices Fair brings together academic representatives from every department 
at CWRU, as well as campus resources and student organizations. The Choices Fair provides a unique opportunity for students to 

explore learn more about academic areas of interest, meet faculty, and get connected with a variety of involvement opportunities—all 
of which serve to help students realize, pursue, and achieve their academic goals.  

 

Homecoming 

October 10—16, 2011 

2011 Homecoming festivities will take place October 10-16. Homecoming is an opportunity for current students, faculty, staff and com-
munity members to interact and participate in activities designed to celebrate Spartan spirit and CWRU pride. 

For more information, visit:   

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/events/homecoming/ 

 

National Coming Out Week Event 

October 14, 2011—12:30-1:45 p.m. 

Sponsored by the LGBT Center—details and location TBA 

 

http://www.case.edu/provost/ugstudies/year1/year1.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CWRU-Class-of-2015-First-Year-Academics/175276902535016
http://studentaffairs.case.edu/events/homecoming/
http://www.case.edu/lgbt/

