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We have somehow lost our vision of
what America can be. The thrust is gone.
As a nation, we are dangerously and
deeply demoralized. This is the eloquent
tragedy of Viet Nam. This is what young
people smell.

If we have fear, if we sense alarm, if
we are uneasy, we should be, because we
may now be entering a period which will
shape and mold America no less pro-
foundly than the Great Depression. I
believe the magnitude of our present na-
tional crisis-economic, social, and
moral-can only be compared with the
1930's in scale and seriousness.

We do not yet know the true dimen-
sions of our present period of crisis, nor
its duration, nor its possible course and
outcome. The campus and its problems
must be viewed, not as events that have
independent meaning and solution, but as
signals of a much deeper set of problems
for America. In 1929, the collapse of the
stock market signalled the onset of the
Depression. In 1970, the campuses are the
seismometers of a new and perhaps more
complex national crisis.

Such a national crisis comes when we
continue to try to live on national values
long after they have become obsolete
cliches. In the Twenties it was, as Coo-
lidge so economically phrased it, "the
business of America is business." Today
we still have Cold War values and Cold
War responses when the world cries out
for a new stance.
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I, for one, repudiate the concept that we
must solve Indochina's problems before
we can address America's. I, for one, re-
pudiate the logic of spending $40 billion
for a doubtful ABM system to defend
cities that no one can live in.

In the universities our perceptions can
be no less perilous.

And in the universities as in the nation
we should beware of distractions. Let us
not devise solutions to alleviate the symp-
toms of distress. That is false work. Let us
not be so preoccupied with the trauma of
campus unrest that we define its solution
as an end in itself. It is not the task of uni-
versities to pacify youth any more than it
is to indulge their fantasies. Our task is to
educate.

Like other presidents I will be a field
marshall only if I must, but then reluc-
tantly and knowing that it is not our real
job.

Let us always remind ourselves that
universities are, or should be, radical en-
terprises-radical because they are based
on the proposition that the world can and
must be transformed into something bet-
ter-radical because they are based on
the proposition that man through his in-
tellect, his initiative, and his integrity can
advance his own well-being.

Universities, if they are functioning as
they should, are predisposed to question,
to debate, to change, to criticize, and to
challenge.

If universities are ever free of contro-
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versy or project a feeling of comfort and
security to all, then that is when we should
worry most about them. We should thor-
oughly reject the notion that campus un-
rest proves that higher education is failing.
Or that it separates us from America.

Today is not the college America of a
few hundred thousand social or intellec-
tual elite, cordoned off from life on tran-
quil, sequestered campuses, but an
America with some seven million able, en-
ergetic, and humanitarian young people
-wide in their diversification-who
want a piece of the action now, and who
for the most part, care deeply about their
world, the world they are being educated
to live in.

Their base, higher education, is now
under attack.

By the creatures of chaos.
By the anti-intellectual who, after too

short a sleep, has risen again.
By the anarchist and the bomb-thrower

who roams across the nation seeking soft
spots and sanctuaries on our campuses.

By the political mouthpiece who, for
selfish reasons, uses higher education as a
means to an end.

By the old who have always instinc-
tively resented youth for its freedom and
its irreverance. By those who see change
and social turbulence as a threat to their
petty securities.

By legislatures that are eager, as if they
are voting on a cabaret tax, to ram through
repressive and redundant laws on campus
unrest.
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By those in our midst who, in fear of-
the radical left or the radical right, are
content to emasculate the First Amend-
ment in their desperate hope, wishful and
wrong, that they can buy peace by avoid-
ing controversy.

And by the impacted millions who, as
they view us, rightly have scant regard for
higher education as a source of the per-
sonal power, of the justice, of the equal
opportunities they now seek.

We are in danger, in this most critical
time, that America's essential concerns-
those of the cities, of the dispossessed, of
the environment, of the life-supporting
systems, of war and peace, of the market-
place-could be debated and decided
outside the sphere of colleges and univer-
sities. We are in danger of being rejected
at the time when we are needed most.

America does not know what college is.
America does not see the function of
higher education.

Our credibility is challenged even more
because we know we cannot remain the
same.

We must change. We are changing. And
over the course we must run if we are to
survive and serve, change produces more
enemies than allies. Think about the proc-
ess of self-examination and self-renewal,
deep and pervasive, in which we are now
engaged, then consider the American
public's sense of our stability, our pur-
pose, our usefulness, and, yes, our reli-
ability.


