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$852 million

Case President Edward M. Hundert, M.D. (second from right), helps in the groundbreaking for the North Residential Village (NRV), a 
$126-million cluster of 11 buildings that is the first of its type in Ohio to utilize “green” construction practices. The first phase of the 
four-phase NRV is the Village at 115, to open in fall 2005.



THE IMPACT OF A GREAT UNIVERSITY

Case is remarkable in so many ways. A world-class research institution, Case Western Reserve 
University thinks globally and acts locally. While our breakthroughs benefit communities 
around the world, the university also stands as a leader in enriching the lives of people right 
here at home, from University Circle to every neighborhood in Northeast Ohio.

The impact of Case’s faculty, students, staff, and 
partners is most evident in the areas of economic 
development, research and knowledge at work, 
human services, and civic and corporate leadership. 
These are the areas where Case and the community 
connect to resounding effect.

In 2004, Case generated $852 million of economic 
activity within Ohio. Dollars, however, are not 
the best part of this story: Case is about putting 
knowledge to work for people, and people to work for knowledge. The results of this 
collaboration place our university as an integral partner in our region’s future. Central to 
this future is Case’s primary role in the region’s medical research and healthcare leadership, 
in partnership with the area’s major health systems: University Hospitals of Cleveland, the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, the MetroHealth System, and the Louis Stokes Cleveland 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Case is making a difference. Directed by our vision, we are strengthening, building, and 
enriching all the communities we serve. We hope you will join us.

EDWARD M. HUNDERT, M.D.  
PRESIDENT, CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

$852 million
In 2004, Case’s total economic impact on Ohio was $852 million, with $803 million of that amount 

benefiting the communities of Northeast Ohio and $744 million benefiting Cuyahoga County.
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     Total = $852 million

CASE’S ECONOMIC IMPACT
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Founded by Case researchers and based on Case technologies, Cleveland-
based Arteriocyte is one example of our company spinoffs. Arteriocyte develops 
proprietary stem cell-based therapies to grow new blood vessels for patients 
with a variety of vascular diseases. Case Technology Ventures has invested in the 
company, the National Institutes of Health is contributing funding to advance its 
products, and BioEnterprise (see below) provides management guidance.

Creation

Our faculty and student researchers reported 135 new inventions. The university completed 18 deals to 
license proprietary technology to companies, and earned $11 million on all its licenses in 2004.

CASE’S IMPACT ON ENTREPRENEURSHIP IS 
HIGHLIGHTED BY THREE ORGANIZATIONS—

FOUNDED BY CASE AND ITS PARTNERS—THAT 
PROMOTE INVESTMENT AND JOB CREATION

 
 

BioEnterprise (2002): 
Growing local bioscience 

companies, this initiative has 
built more than 35 companies 
that have attracted more than 

$140 million.

 

 

 

How Case and its  

partners impact local 

entrepreneurship
 

Case Technology 
Ventures (2002): This  

$5-million pre-seed fund, 
focusing on businesses using 

Case-related technologies, has 
helped create three new 

companies since its 
inception. 

 

JumpStart (2003): This 
entrepreneurial coach  

and funder of local businesses 
committed to investing $1.2 

million in five companies  
in 2004.

Case’s Weatherhead School of Management, ranked among the best in the 

world for its entrepreneurship programs and research, is a driver for the 

region’s entrepreneurial activities.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

In 2004, Case generated direct and indirect spending of $502 million, including direct payments to local 
businesses of $254 million. Those businesses, in turn, spent another $248 million.* Our 5,897 full-time 
employees earned $303 million in wages. They paid $6 million in income taxes to the city of Cleveland and $12 
million to the state of Ohio. The Case workforce creates another 2,622 private-sector jobs.

Over the past five years, Case’s operations have generated $3.5 billion in total spending and household  
income—increasing at an annual rate of seven percent, which is more than three times the growth rate for the 
Cleveland area. 

The fast-growing skyline of our campus attests to Case’s economic 
vitality. The first phase of the $126-million North Residential Village is 
scheduled to open in the fall of 2005. It has created 600 construction jobs, 
plus additional positions in facilities management and administration. 
Planned to rise just blocks away, Case’s even larger West Quad campus of 
buildings will feature 2 million square feet of new construction and could 
employ more than 6,000—the initial phase of 500,000 square feet in new 
construction represents $125 million alone.

Enriching our community further, Case invests in diversity. Over the 
past two years, our Supplier Diversity Initiative has awarded more 
than $46 million in contracts to more than 200 minority- and female-
owned businesses in a variety of industries ranging from construction to 
professional services.

RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE AT WORK

Planting the seeds for the knowledge, products, and processes that one day may change 
our lives, Case spent $253 million on research in 2004, at the same time winning grants 
for current and future research valued at $375 million. The Case School of Medicine—
boosted by close affiliations with the region’s renowned healthcare systems—represents 
the largest biomedical research complex in Ohio. In 2004, the School of Medicine was 
awarded more funding from the National Institutes of Health than all other Ohio medical 
schools combined.

Bringing Case’s research and technology to market creates many new business 
opportunities. Our faculty and student researchers reported 135 new inventions. The 
university completed 18 deals to license proprietary technology to companies, and earned $11 million on all 
its licenses in 2004. In just three years, Case’s efforts to commercialize its own technology have produced $24 
million in revenue on investments of $6 million. Equally exciting, over that same period, seven new companies 
were launched based on Case-related technologies.

HUMAN SERVICES

Case makes a direct contribution to the quality of life in Northeast Ohio by providing social services to 
children, adults, and families. Faculty and students work with individuals, families, and organizations at 
reduced or no cost, relieving local governments, businesses, and foundations of the expense. Just a few examples:

Innovation

Our faculty and student researchers reported 135 new inventions. The university completed 18 deals to 
license proprietary technology to companies, and earned $11 million on all its licenses in 2004.

A FORCE FOR HEALTHCARE

Case is uniquely positioned to lead the nation and world 
in revolutionizing the delivery of healthcare. Through its 
affiliations with University Hospitals Health System, the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, the MetroHealth System, and 
the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, the Case School of Medicine combines 
critical scientific, educational, and clinical resources and is a 
foundation for the city’s renowned academic medical complex 
— a cluster that employs more than 70,000 and generates 
annual revenues in excess of $6 billion.

BRAIN GAIN

Of Case’s nearly 100,000 living alumni, 36,477 live and work 
in Northeast Ohio. Over the past five years, Case has awarded 
3,692 undergraduate degrees and 9,154 graduate and 
professional degrees—a total of 12,846 degrees.



Compassion
Students at the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences serve the clients of more than 300 agencies in the 
Cleveland area. Each year, students and faculty put in more than 130,000 hours of free community service as 
part of their field internships, making Case one of the largest social service agencies in the region.

Case School of Engineering students can take a first-year course called Engineering 101, which combines an 
intensive hands-on approach to learning engineering principles with a service orientation. Teams tackle projects 
such as performing a structural analysis of a community center gym floor.

The College of Arts and Sciences unites with the Cleveland Municipal School District to offer the Cleveland 
Mathematics and Science Partnership, a collection of innovative professional 
development programs for Cleveland public high school math and  
science teachers.

The Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing is using $1.4 million in grants to  
improve preparedness of acute care nurses and to respond to the nursing shortage  
locally and nationally.

At the Case School of Law, the Kramer Law Clinic Center provides legal services to 
members of the community unable to afford legal counsel. Nearly a third of all third-
year students participate, acting as the primary legal counsel for clients from start  
to finish.

The Case School of Dental Medicine serves thousands of children in  
the Cleveland public schools each year. In 2004, more than 280 Case 
dental students and faculty visited 100 schools to screen and seal the 
teeth of elementary-age children, providing more than $2.5 million in 
free dental care.

CIVIC AND CORPORATE LEADERSHIP

For nearly 180 years, Case Western Reserve University has educated men 
and women who make a positive difference in this community. Today, 
more than 36,000 graduates, about a third of our alumni, live and work 
in Northeast Ohio. Our alumni serve and provide leadership to virtually 
every type of local organization, including governments; nonprofits; 
businesses; law and other professional service firms; hospitals and 
healthcare providers; and schools and other institutions of learning.

The students, faculty, and staff of Case drive change. Here are born many ideas that advance the quality of life 
of our city and region. An example: The university’s new Homebuyer Program, which provides employees up to 
$15,000 for the purchase or renovation of a home in Cleveland, sets the pace for renewing housing stock and 
strengthening community. Numerous other initiatives, many coordinated through our Center for Community 
Partnerships, engage residents and community organizations in strengthening surrounding neighborhoods. 
One example: Every fall, on Case for Community Day, hundreds of university members fan out into the 
neighborhoods on volunteer projects.

Each year, Mandel School students and faculty put in more than 130,000 hours of free community service 
as part of their field internships, making Case one of the largest social service providers in the region.

A FORCE FOR HEALTHCARE

Case is uniquely positioned to lead the nation and world 
in revolutionizing the delivery of healthcare. Through its 
affiliations with University Hospitals Health System, the 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, the MetroHealth System, and 
the Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, the Case School of Medicine combines 
critical scientific, educational, and clinical resources and is a 
foundation for the city’s renowned academic medical complex 
— a cluster that employs more than 70,000 and generates 
annual revenues in excess of $6 billion.

*The calculations of economic impact made in this publication were derived from statistics from fiscal year 2003-04, the most recent year for which final information is available, 
and were made using and in accordance with the RIMSII methodology.

BRAIN GAIN

Of Case’s nearly 100,000 living alumni, 36,477 live and work 
in Northeast Ohio. Over the past five years, Case has awarded 
3,692 undergraduate degrees and 9,154 graduate and 
professional degrees—a total of 12,846 degrees.



In 2003, Case launched OneCleveland, the largest free, 
public wireless network in the nation, perhaps even 
the world. The campus and surrounding neighborhood 
features 1,230 wireless access points accessible to tens of 
thousands of daily users. More than a feat of technology, 
this unique network greatly expands citizens’ access to 
education, research, government, cultural institutions, 
and healthcare.

Guidance

Each year, Mandel School students and faculty put in more than 130,000 hours of free community service 
as part of their field internships, making Case one of the largest social service providers in the region.

Case enhances the life of the community by training artists, writers, musicians, dance and theater performers, arts 
educators and administrators, and museum professionals. Our long-standing partnerships with the Cleveland Institute of 
Art, Cleveland Institute of Music, Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Cleveland Play House, 

Musical Arts Association (parent organization of the Cleveland Orchestra), and Western Reserve Historical Society offer rich 
opportunities for our students—and result in a more fertile arts and cultural environment for the people of Northeast Ohio.

CASE’S IMPACT ON ARTS AND CULTURE



CONTACT INFORMATION

For more information on Case Western Reserve University, its impact, and ways you can partner 

with Case to strengthen, build, and enrich our community, please contact:

Office of University Relations 

Case Western Reserve University 

10900 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7008 

216.368.4352 

impact@case.edu 

www.case.edu 

IN FISCAL 2004, CASE:

➱ Generated $852 million in total economic impact in Ohio.

➱ Had direct and indirect spending of more than $500 million.

➱ Employed 5,897 full-time employees, who earn more than $300 million in 
 wages.

➱ Donated, thanks to the generosity of staff, faculty, and students, valuable time 
 and expertise to the community — the Mandel School of Applied Social 
 Sciences alone provided 130,000 hours of free community service.

➱ Reported 135 new inventions.

➱ Earned $11 million on the license of Case technology to business, making for a 
 three-year total of $24 million on the commercialization of Case breakthroughs.

➱  Contributed “brain gain” by counting more than 36,000 graduates in Northeast 
 Ohio—more than a third of our alumni.

➱ Operated one of the nation’s only medical schools to serve four health systems 
 that together employ more than 70,000 people (constituting Ohio’s largest 
 employment base) and create more than $6 billion in annual revenues.

➱ Was the only institution in Northeast Ohio to be a member of the Association of 
 American Universities, comprising the nation’s top 62 research universities.

 

The “Race at Case” brought together U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney and  
Senator John Edwards for their only debate in a presidential campaign that 
gripped the entire nation. Televised live from the Case campus, the Vice 
Presidential Debate drew 1,500 media professionals from around 
the world, reached 64 million viewers, and added $24 million to the 
local economy. The historic evening exemplifies Case’s impact on this 
community, our nation, and the world.

CASE AT A GLANCE

Case Western Reserve University is the university of Cleveland’s University Circle, the 500-acre park-like home of more 
than 40 cultural, medical, educational, religious, and social service institutions. Case is among the nation’s leading 
research institutions. Founded in 1826 and shaped by the unique merger of Case Institute of Technology and Western 
Reserve University, Case is distinguished by its strengths in education, research, service, and experiential learning. 
The university offers nationally recognized programs in the Arts and Sciences, Dental Medicine, Engineering, Law, 
Management, Medicine, Nursing, and Social Sciences. With a student body of 9,186 undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional school students, Case furthers its impact on the community through the preparation of tomorrow’s leaders.


