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	 n August 2007 Case Western Reserve University committed $200,000 to the 
Board of Commissioners of Cuyahoga County (BOCC) and the county’s Great 
Lakes Energy Development Task Force to partially sponsor a study that would 
determine the feasibility of developing a wind energy research center on  
Lake Erie. Currently, Case 
Western Reserve University is 
working closely with the task 
force, chaired by Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor Bill Mason, 
and with other universities, 
government laboratories, and 
industry, to conduct the study. 

While many countries have 
off -  shore wind turbines, this 
would be the first erected  
at a fresh -  water site.

Wind Energy Initiatives and Research
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Great Lakes  
Institute for  
Energy Innovation



If the study determines it to be feasible, the Great Lakes Wind  
Energy Research Center — co-managed by the university and  
its newly formed Great Lakes Institute for Energy Innovation —  
would be comprised of two components: an approximately  
20-megawatt wind turbine project located in Lake Erie three to  
six miles from downtown Cleveland, and an affiliated research  
center to facilitate industry testing of next-generation utility-scale  
wind technologies.

While many countries have off-shore wind turbines, this would  
be the first erected at a fresh-water site. New technology would  
need to be developed to contend with the effects associated with 
standing fresh water, most notably the effect of ice and other  
climatic conditions.

For more information about energy 
initiatives at the Case School of  
Engineering, contact:

The Great Lakes Institute  
	 of Energy Innovation

Case School of Engineering

Case Western Reserve University

10900 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, OH  44106

216.368.6045

Iwan D. Alexander, Faculty Director

Professor of Mechanical and  
	 Aerospace Engineering

Case School of Engineering

ida2@case.edu
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New technology needs to  
be developed to contend  
with the effects of fresh-water 
wind farming.


