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What is the NIH Public Access Policy?

ÅPart 1 concerns the depositing of NIH-
funded, peer-reviewed journal articles into 
PubMed Central to be made available 
within 12 months of publication. 

(effective April 7, 2008)

ÅPart 2 concerns the citing of PubMed 
Central articles in applications, proposals 
or progress reports to the NIH.  

(effective May 25, 2008)

http://www.case.edu/chsl/homepage.htm

http://www.case.edu/chsl/NIHPublicAccess.htm
Part 1

ÅDepositing of NIH-funded, peer-reviewed 

journal articles into PubMed Central

ÅNOTE:  Even if the article is freely 

available at the publisherôs website, e.g. at 

PLoS, it must still be deposited into 

PubMed Central.

mailto:virginia.saha@case.edu
mailto:kathleen.blazar@case.edu
mailto:mpm3@case.edu
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
http://www.case.edu/chsl/homepage.htm
http://www.case.edu/chsl/NIHPublicAccess.htm
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What is the NIH Public Access Policy?

ÅThe Director of the National Institutes of Health 
shall require in the current fiscal year and 
thereafter that all investigators funded by the 
NIH submit or have submitted for them to the 
National Library of Medicine's PubMed Central 
an electronic version of their final, peer-reviewed 
manuscripts upon acceptance for publication to 
be made publicly available no later than 12 
months after the official date of publication: 
Provided, That the NIH shall implement the 
public access policy in a manner consistent with 
copyright law. 

What is the NIH Public Access Policy?

ÅPIs and their Institutions are responsible for 

ensuring all terms and conditions of awards are 

met. This includes the submission of final peer-

reviewed manuscripts that arise directly from 

their awards, even if they are not an author or 

co-author of the paper. 

ÅInstitutions and investigators are responsible for 

ensuring that any publishing or copyright 

agreements concerning submitted articles fully 

comply with this Policy. 

Compliance with this Policy is a statutory requirement and 

a term and condition of the [NIH] grant awardé

ÅBefore you sign a publication agreement 

or similar copyright transfer agreement, 

make sure that the agreement allows the 

paper to be submitted to NIH in 

accordance with the Public Access Policy. 

Compliance with this Policy is a statutory requirement and a 

term and condition of the [NIH] grant awardé

NOTE:  If the journal to which you plan to 

submit an article will not agree to comply 

with the NIH Public Access Policy, either 

by depositing the article for you, or 

allowing you to submit it yourself,

YOU CANNOT PUBLISH 

YOUR ARTICLE THERE!!!

What is the difference between a final peer-reviewed 

manuscript and final published article?

ÅFinal peer-reviewed manuscript: The Investigator's 
final manuscript of a peer-reviewed paper accepted for 
journal publication, including all modifications from the 
peer review process. It includes all graphics and 
supplemental materials that are associated with the 
article.

ÅFinal published article:The journalôs authoritative copy 
of the paper, including all modifications from the 
publishing peer review process, copyediting and stylistic 
edits, and formatting changes.

There are 4 ways to comply:

#1 Publish in a journal that deposits all its 

content in PubMed Central (PMC) and 

releases it within 12 months of publication. 

The PubMed Central Journal List shows 

years of availability and when articles are 

released for each participating journal.
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How to find PubMed Central

PubMed Central journal list PubMed Central journal list

There are 4 ways to comply:

#2 Publish in a journal which will submit the final 
published article based on NIH-funded research 
to PubMed Central and make it available within 
12 months of publication.

NOTE: This is the one-article-at-a-time approach

These are listed on the NIH Public Access site at 
publicaccess.nih.gov.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/fprender.fcgi?tabindex=1
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
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http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm
There are 4 ways to comply:

#3 Publish in a journal which will submit the final, peer-
reviewed manuscript to PubMed Central and make it 
available within 12 months of publication, e.g.

Elsevier (including Cell Press) 

Nature Publishing Group 

Wiley-Blackwell

[NOTE: In most cases, if the publisher deposits the 
manuscript for you, you may not also submit the 
manuscript yourself!

However, the author must sign off on the PMC version in 
the NIH eRA Commons.] 

There are 4 ways to comply:

#4 Submit your final, peer-reviewed 

manuscript to PubMed Central through the 

NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) 

system (http://www.nihms.nih.gov/).

Mike McGraw (mpm3@case.edu) can help you.

NOTE: You must have appropriate 

copyright permission to do this!!

How do you obtain copyright permission?

ÅCase has drafted a letter for you to send 

along with your manuscript to the 

publisher. 

ÅIt is signed by the Provost and the VP for 

Research.

ÅIt is posted as a PDF on the Health 

Sciences Library website:

Åhttp://www.case.edu/chsl/PMCletter.pdf

The 4 ways to comply with the NIH 

Public Access Policy:
#1 Publish in a journal that deposits all its content in PubMed Central (PMC) 

and releases it within 12 months of publication.

#2 Publish in a journal which will submit the final published article based on 
NIH-funded research to PubMed Central and make it available within 12 
months of publication. 

#3 Publish in a journal which will submit the final, peer-reviewed manuscript of 
an article based on NIH-funded research to PubMed Central and make it 
available within 12 months of publication. 

#4 Submit your final, peer-reviewed manuscript to PubMed Central through the 
NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) system (http://www.nihms.nih.gov/).

(Mike McGraw (mpm3@case.edu) can help you.

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process.htm
http://www.nihms.nih.gov/
mailto:mpm3@case.edu
http://www.case.edu/chsl/PMCletter.pdf
http://www.nihms.nih.gov/
mailto:mpm3@case.edu
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Part 2

ÅCiting of PubMed Central articles in 
applications, proposals or progress reports 
to the NIH.

ÅYou must include the PMCID [PubMed 
Central ID], or the NIHMSID [NIH 
Manuscript Submission ID] provided when 
an author deposits a manuscript directly.

ÅSimply listing the URL of a freely available 
site is not in compliance.

Why search for PMCIDs at the time 

of submitting a report?

ÅItôs the law.

ÅMany publishers are automatically 

depositing NIH-funded articles in PMC on 

a monthly schedule.

ÅEven if you searched last month, an article 

might have been ñreleasedò this month 

and now has a PMCID.

Search your author in PubMed

USE THIS LINK!

If the article is in PubMed Central, there 

will be a note in the summary display. 

PMCID is included in the AbstractPlus display PMCID is included in the AbstractPlus display


