Introduction

Parameters of Faith: Religion in the Western Reserve is the ninth in the series of Western
Reserve Studies Symposia. Begun in 1985 and designed to provide a forum for students and scholars
of northeastern Ohio’s history and culture, the objective of the symposia is to advance the explora-
tion of the distinctive aspects of Ohio’s Western Reserve.

This year’s program hosted by the American Studies Program at Case Western Reserve University
was suggested by issues raised at previous symposia around the subject of religion in the region.
Fittingly, we are pleased to open the Symposium in the Amasa Stone Memorial Chapel. On the
second day of the Symposium, we will return to Adelbert Hall where last year the Symposium made
its debut in the newly restored building.

The following persons assisted in planning the Symposium:
David R.Anderson, Hiram College
Park Goist, Case Western Reserve University
Adrienne L. Jones, Oberlin College
Sr. Mary Denis Maher, Ursuline College
Rita S. Saslaw, University of Akron
Judith Sheridan, Geauga County Historical Society

For their efforts in its implementation, special recognition and appreciation is extended to Case
Western Reserve University Campus Ministers Rabbi Alan Lettofsky, Rev. David O’Malley, Shawn
Witmer, Susannah Heschel, Abba Hillel Silver Associate Professor of Jewish Studies, Case Western
Reserve University, Rev. Joseph T. Hilinski, Interfaith Commission of the Catholic Diocese, George
Knepper, University of Akron and Judah Rubinstein, Jewish Community Federation. Case Western
University personnel who have provided superb support from their offices are Director of Special
Events, Barbara Klante, Media Representative, Kathy McDermott, Director of Publications, Stuart
Kollar, Graphic Designer, Cindy Young and Dwayne Bible, Network Services.

Our investigation into “the parameters of faith” within the Western Reserve will be guided by
scholars, authors and commentators. Included here is a program for the Symposium in its entirety, a
list of presenters, their papers and abstracts in the order of presentation.

Gladys Haddad
Director
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