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This year’s Western Reserve Symposium addresses the question of
historic preservation in the United States, and specifically, in
Northeastern Ohio today. The title of my talk, "Historic Preserva-
tion in a Throwaway Society,"” requires some amplification at the
outset. What is it that I mean by the two terms: "historic
preservation” and "throwaway society"?

"Historic preservation” means to me the saving, restoring and
continuing presence of the physical sites and structures of the
past that are determined to have historical value. There are
different kinds of saving and several recognized techniques of
restoring and these range from the stabilizing of ruins, to the
continuing use and the adaptive use of a structure that contains
the evidence of many prior changes, to the thorough restoration of
a building to a particular time in its history-usually for museum
purposes. Historical value derives from what is known of the site
or structure, an event or action that took place there, an
_important historical figure or group that is somehow linked to this
physical entity, and the structure or landscape itself that may
represent rare surviving factual evidence of an architectural style
or technological innovation. If I were to evaluate any older
structure in historic preservation terms it would be by determining
first the historical value, measured against a scale of national
significance; and then surveying the extant physical material. A
building is not historically important just because it is old and
a place where a historical event occurred may be of only marginal
interest if nothing remains that would enable the present dgenera-
tion to join itself to the prior action. Historic preservation
demands both physical evidence and historical value, each alone are
insufficient. Together they provide meaning to the past for the
present that goes beyond mere memory and that supplements written
accounts.

"Phrowaway society,” on the other hand, is a term that is open to
broader interpretation. Indeed, when the title of this symposium
was agreed upon, I think most of us assumed that we were talking
about the present day--the era of styrofoam and plastic and the
tons of disposable paper products that are immediately convenient
but offer long-term environmental nuisance. Well, the more I have
thought about it, the more I am persuaded that it is a term that
has application throughout American history. And, I think we have
to understand this point, if we are to truly understand the
historic preservation movement in the United States.

We have been a throwaway society since the first major colonial






