M’DOR L’'DOR - FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

The Jewish Legacy in Cleveland
Leatrice B. Rabinsky

From generation to generation, it is incumbent upon the Jewish people to transmit the legacy
which was revealed to Moses at Sinai. Our tradition tells us that the souls of all of the generations of
the people of Israel were present at the foot of Mount Sinai when God proclaimed the Torah to
Moses as a heritage for all time to come. Moses transmitted the Torah to Joshua and Joshua ex-
tended the legacy to the Men of the Great Assembly or Great Synagogue. Rabbinic tradition contin-
ued the Torah legacy, a blueprint for life, for more than three thousand years.

Just recently, Clevelander Juliana Cumberworth wrote poignantly about this legacy in the “Cleve-
land Jewish News.”

One of the gleaming marvels of Judaism is its unbroken continuity of past, present and future. In the
Passover seder itself, we invoke time, stretching from thousands of years past to “next year in Jerusa-
lem,;” as time personally experienced.Along this line, we can also experience “100 years ago on 55th”
and “S0 years ago in Glenville.“ These streets are as alive as history books with reminders of our
parents’, grandparents’, great-grandparents™’ struggles and hopes for a future for their children.

Traditions of the exciting Glenville era are very vivid to me. My roots, my Jewish heritage, family,
friends, education and communal service are inextricably bound up with Jewish life in Cleveland.
The legacy of service is inherited from my grandfather, Rabbi Dr. Philip Rosenberg, an immigrant
from Austria-Hungary, in 1925, who served as the dean of Orthodox Jewish rabbis in Cleveland for
many years.

Cleveland’s Jewish community, however, had its beginnings more than 150 years ago.

Early History

The carly Jewish settlements, 1837 - 1900, were the Jews of Central Europe, most of whom
spoke German and identified strongly with Jewish culture.The original German settlers were from
the town of Unsleben, Bavaria.A fascinating letter exists in the archives. It is addressed to Moses
and Jetta Alsbacher and contains the “ethical testament which exhorts the emigrants to remember
those left behind and to guard against loss of their faith in a land of tempting freedom.™

Among the first settlers of the Unsleben group were Simson Thorman and Regina Klein who
married soon after she arrived in Cleveland. Samuel, their first child and eldest of twelve children,
was the first Jewish child born in this city. The small Jewish community settled near the Central
Market, west of the Cuyahoga River.The community soon began to build its communal institutions.

Tradition has always indicated what is important for a Jewish community to create. It is inherent
in the daily morning prayers:

These are the things the fruits of which a man enjoys in this world, while the principal remains for him
in the hereafter, namely: honoring father and mother, practice of kindness, early attendance at the
schoolhouse morning and evening, hospitality to strangers, visiting the sick, dowering the bride,
attending the dead to the grave, devotion in prayer, and making peace between fellow men; but the
study of the Torah excels them all.

In 1839, the Israelitic Society of Cleveland was soon established.This eventually became Congre-
gation Anshe Chesed which is now Fairmount Temple. Four years later Tifereth Israel (now The
Temple) was formed. Both are now the largest Cleveland Reform Congregations.

A second wave of immigrants, the East European Era, increased the Cleveland Jewish population
to about 85,000 in 1925.Many of these newcomers were Russian, Polish, Galician and Romanian
Jews. Early arrivals were often peddlers, but by the latter part of the 19th century, many of the
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