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Howard Maier and Joe White will discuss the political and policy contexts for land-
use initiatives in the Western Reserve area. Mr. Maier will consider the relationship
between land-use planning and transportation and environmental policies already
in place; what government resources exist that might be used as part of initiatives;
the politics of zoning; and the challenges of working across political jurisdictional
barriers. Dr. White will comment on the relationship between land-use goals and
other political and development goals, and the general politics of development.
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I’m here to speak as a policy analyst and a political scientist. As a policy analyst, I
am disposed to see all of the things that will go wrong with policy proposals, all the
flaws. That’s because there are plenty of other people to sell proposals, and usually
something goes wrong. As a political scientist, well, I’m disposed to think in terms
of constituencies and interests and how people influence or manipulate other people.
Again, that biases me towards giving a somewhat more negative view than others
might offer.

So I say that as a warning and excuse, because I may say some things that are not
quite so popular. But I should add that it’s good to go after so many fine
presentations. I almost felt like I was in the university as I listened to Mayor Lyons
of Richfield give a seminar on what I’d call geographic deconstructionism.






