THE EUCLID AVENUE SAGA

More Questions

Henry B. Leonard

Jan Cigliano’s paper, "Euclid Avenue: A Linear Neighborhood of
Grandeur,"” is further evidence of what these annual Western Reserve
Studies Symposia also make abundantly clear--the vitality and
increasingly sophisticated scholarship about the city of Cleveland
and, more generally, the Western Reserve as a whole. Drawn from
her larger study, Showplace of America: Cleveland’s Euclid Avenue,
1850-1910 (1991), Ms. Cigliano’s paper combines in an effective and
interesting fashion aspects of social, economic and architectural
history. Like the Group Plan and the Terminal Tower complex in the
early twentieth century, Buclid Avenue was to symbolize the power
and wealth of industrial Cleveland and the leading men, indeed the
leading families, who had created 1it. Conscious that their
fortunes had been made only recently, they sought to build an
environment which, based on the grand boulevards of Europe, would
drape what they perhaps feared was the evidence of crude money-
grubbing by raw "nouveaux riches" with the elegance, grandeur and
sophistication of the European and, also, the American aristocracy
in Boston, New York and Philadelphia. Relying on prominent
architects and filling their interiors with furnishings and art
appropriate to their newly-earned wealth and status, all brought to
life in Ms. Cigliano’s lavishly illustrated book, these Clevelan-
ders were clearly making a statement.






