Building Adelbert College

Walter Leedy

October 26, 1882: “Adelbert—Dedicated to Endowment of the Mind—A Grand Monument of Gran-
ite Reared and Christened...” That was the headline which flashed across the Cleveland Herald.!

Twenty years earlier Adelbert Stone, following his father’s mandate, left Cleveland to pursue his stud-
ies at Yale. He drowned in the Connecticut River in his third year. Through complex circumstances
and rationale, as well as intuitive feelings, his father, Amasa Stone, made possible by a gift of over
$500,000 the move of Western Reserve College from Hudson to Cleveland and the concomitant chang-
ing of its name to Adelbert College of Western Reserve University. A result of his benefaction, however,
was to build more than a memorial to his son: the new college was built adjacent to the proposed Case -
School of Applied Science, a school of medicine was proposed to be moved to the same neighborhood,
and a college of theology was under consideration. The basic idea was to do more for higher education
in the region, thereby contributing to Cleveland’s, “...advancement from a rural to a metropolitan and
even a cosmopolitan position,”* as President Fairchild of Oberlin College remarked on dedication day.

The justification for the removal of Western Reserve College to Cleveland can be neatly summed up:
financial resources and students. While endowment income was just sufficient in 1880, future earnings
were projected to decline. Funds, which were earlier invested at 12%, could now be reinvested only at
6%.3 Enrollment was small—the freshman class in 1876 was 18—nor likely to increase, as enrollment in
the grammar school, which served as the feeder for the college, was only 30. Competition from Ohio’s
other 31 colleges was intense.

Inept leadership led to a severe morale problem. As Professor Edward Morley observed, President
Carroll Cutler “...irritated the boys needlessly...” to the extent that they did not encourage others back
home to enroll, and from the faculty’s viewpoint, Cutler, for example, proceeded with new hires with-
out the benefit of faculty counsel.? Declining income would, of course, lead to lower salaries, fewer fac-
ulty positions and the luring away of the recently recruited good faculty, who could only be replaced
by “men of inferior promise.”® Furthermore, the potential to change the curriculum in response to the
fast-changing expectations of higher education would be moribund. Institutional pride and self-defini-
tion, therefore, played a significant role in the decision-making process. Many alumni, some faculty, and
the townspeople of Hudson, however, were ardently opposed to the move. The students, however,
embraced it. These were years of tremendous friction. Accord did not come to the college until the
1890s.

The recognition of reality, however, played the most important role. Knowledgeable men had no
doubt that Cleveland, then a city of 160,000, would soon have an endowed university of its own, cut-
ting off both a source of students and endowment gifts.

Serious rumblings advocating the removal started in 1876, but nothing official happened until June
25, 1878 when the Board of Trustees heard a paper on the subject by the Reverend Hiram C. Haydn of
Cleveland’s Old Stone Church. They appointed a committee of seven to study it, which met during
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