Introduction

Remarkable Happenings in the Western Reserve or Whose Bicentennial Is It Anyway? is
the eleventh in the series of Western Reserve Studies Symposia. Begun in 1985 and designed
to provide a forum for students and scholars of northeastern Ohio’s history and culture, the
objective of the symposia is to advance the exploration of the distinctive aspects of Ohio’s
Western Reserve.

The 1996 Symposium hosted by the American Studies Program at Case Western Reserve
University was inspired by the 200th anniversary of the arrival on July 22, 1796 of Moses
Cleaveland and the surveying party. Commissioned by the Connecticut Land Co. whose pro-
prietors wanted to sell the land to prospective settlers,a prerequisite was the responsibility of
charting the land. The surveyors had moved along the southern shore of Lake Erie and en-
tered at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River. They disembarked and climbed the river’s banks
where before them stretched a wooded wilderness lush with flora and fauna. As they turned to
their task we, 200 years later, turn to ours. We are the surveyors who celebrate the land that
constituted this region of “remarkable happenings” first called the Connecticut Western Re-
serve. Our perspective is uniquely served by the Symposium site, Case Western Reserve
University’s “campus in the country” the Squire Valleevue Farm.

The following persons assisted in planning the Symposium:

David R. Anderson, Hiram College

Alexander T. Bobersky, City of Warren Community Development
Park Goist, Case Western Reserve University

Adrienne Lash Jones, Oberlin College

Walter Leedy, Cleveland State University

Sr. Mary Denis Maher, Ursuline College

Marian Morton, John Carroll University

Rebecca Rogers, Architecture and Landscape Historian

Rita S. Saslaw, University of Akron

Judith Sheridan, Historic Preservation Specialist

For their efforts in implementation, special thanks and appreciation are extended to Case
Western Reserve University personnel John Bassett, Dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, Barbara Klante, Director of Conferences and Special Events, Susan Griffiths, Public
Relations, Stuart Kollar and Sue Harris, Publications, Dwayne Bible, Network Services and
Edith Schwede and Barbara Youell, American Studies.

Our investigation of “remarkable happenings” in the Western Reserve will be guided by
scholars, authors and commentators. Included here is a program for the Symposium in its en-
tirety, a list of presenters, their papers and abstracts in the order of presentation.

Gladys Haddad
Director
Western Reserve Studies Symposium

THIS PROGRAM, INFORMATION, PAPERS AND ABSTRACTS WERE PRINTED FOR THE BENEFIT
AND CONVENIENCE OF SYMPOSIUM PARTICIPANTS AND SUPPORTERS.NO PAPER OR
ABSTRACT MAY BE REPRINTED OR QUOTED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE
AUTHOR, HOLDER OF COPYRIGHT.




