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I am not a little surprised that you loved me. I cannot think what it was for, as
for my talents I have just enough to perform the duties of a family and that is all.
I am not well read. I have not a knowledge of many subjects that many other
females have. You singled me from the world to love me and me only to place all
your hopes of domestic happiness in me and to make me a partner in all your joys
and sorrows.

So wrote Hannah Huntington (1770-1818) of Norwich, Connecticut in 1797 to Samuel (1765-1817)
her husband of six years. .
Historically, women’s place in American society has been one of dual status: affiliated status
acquired through a father and husband and personal or sex status as a female. This is a key
factor in a study of the historical experience of American women. The emerging American
republic produced a division of labor between the sexes that gave men roles as guardians of
political order and family providers and women the administration of the domestic establishment
and education of the children.

This nineteenth century definition of the female role applied to women of the Western Reserve.
By their own accounts, through letters, diaries and journals, they reveal how, in the exercise of
their personal or sex role responsibilities as females, they experienced both a sense of
accomplishment and achievement.

The Western Reserve, also called the "Connecticut Reserve" was chartered with the parent state
in 1662 by England’s Charles II. The state maintained its sovereignty over the western lands
until 1786 when in the creation of the Confederation it ceded its claim to the three million acre
territory but reserved rights for future development. Part of the Northwest Territory established
under the Ordinance of 1787, the Western Reserve would become northeastern Ohio.

The Western Reserve extended one hundred twenty miles west from the Pennsylvania border and
north from Akron to the shores of Lake Erie. With the exception of the westernmost portion, the
lands were sold to the Connecticut Land Company. In 1796 the first survey occurred under
Moses Cleaveland whose name was given to his destination at the mouth of the Cuyahoga. The
surveyed land was proportioned among the land company members according to their investments
and then as proprietors, they sold these lands to individuals and groups. The settlements were
widely scattered. They did not begin at the Pennsylvania border and move west or commence
along the lake and move south. Instead, each family or party fought its way through the
wilderness along township lines until it came to its assigned spot. There, in the vast loneliness, a
hole was chopped out of the forest, a cabin was erected, a few acres of corn or wheat were
planted, and the struggle for survival began.

The migration that began after 1796 with settlers from the east gave the area its popular name,
"New Connecticut." To a wilderness etched by short rivers running to the lake, crossed by Indian
trails, these transplanted New Englanders brought their way of life in political, religious and
community ideas. Braced by a faith in their newly liberated country, their own physical
strength, courage and ambition, these Yankees were powerfully attracted by the thought of
security on the land across the mountains into the wilderness.
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