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Samuel and Flora Stone Mather, two of Cleveland’s greatest philanthropists born into two of
America’s wealthiest and most influential families created a legacy. The mutuality of shared interests and
respect brought a close collaboration in their union and in their contribution to the philanthropic, educa-
tional and civic affairs of Cleveland. Their combined philanthropic efforts impacted the lives of thousands
of people and forever transformed the landscape of this place they called home.

Born on July 13,1851, Samuel Mather was the first son of Samuel Livingston Mather and his first wife,
Georgiana Pomeroy Woolson. The Mathers resided at 383 Euclid Avenue. Samuel’s father, a pioneer in the
development of the iron ore industry, organized the Cleveland Iron Mining Company in 1847 to utilize the
iron ore deposits of the Great Lakes region.

Death, disease and injury, a more common occurrence in the nineteenth century that preceded today’s
modern medicine, played a role in shaping young Samuel Mather’s life. Following the birth of daughter
Katherine, his mother, died from tuberculosis; Samuel was only two years old. In 1869, as he prepared to
enter Harvard, Samuel suffered an accident while working for his father’s Cleveland Iron Mining Com-
pany that left him with a permanently impaired left arm.

In 1856, Samuel Livingston Mather, married Elizabeth Lucy Gwinn and they had one son, William
Gwinn Mather. -

Three doors west of the Mather home at 514 Euclid Avenue stood the residence of Amasa and Julia
Gleason Stone. They had come from Massachusetts to Cleveland with their two young children Adelbert
and Clara. Here, on April 6, 1852, Flora Amelia, their younger daughter was born. Amasa Stone made a
fortune in bridge building, railroads and banking.

Amasa and Julia Stone were parishioners of the First Presbyterian Old Stone Church on Cleveland’s
Public Square. Clara and Flora belonged to the Young Ladies Missionary Society. The pastor of the church,
Reverend William Henry Goodrich was an important influence on the children.

Another important influence was a teacher, Linda Thayer Guilford. At the Cleveland Academy Clara
and Flora received the equivalent of a rigorous high school college preparatory course. Pupils were incul-
cated with the value of education, a sense of moral responsibility for the poor, and a missionary spirit.

An expression of the Guilford philosophy was the Young Ladies Temperance League. Flora was an eager
recruit.

On January 14, 1830 Samuel Mather wrote:

Dear Flora: _ \
I love your conscientious devotion to duty.I love your untiring energy and cheerfulness of
spirit. As I think of these things in you that I love, I fail to see what there can be found in
me to excite a responsive feeling in your heart and yet I must trust and hope that you may
find or think you find, something there.

On August 10, 1880 Flora Stone responded:

My dearest Sam:

What touched me most and made me most glad of you, was that you said we would try
together to live naturally, truthfully-humbly striving to improve ourselves and to be of
some honest use.

On October 19, 1881, Flora Stone and Samuel Mather were married and following a European honey-
moon, they lived with her parents. Two years later, Samuel Mather helped found Pickands, Mather and Com-
pany, to sell iron ore and coal. This company became one of the largest shippers of iron ore from the Great
Lakes region. Pickands, Mather also operated coal mines and blast furnaces throughout the Midwest.

Flora continued her allegiance to her own Presbyterian Church and also went regularly with Samuel to
his Episcopal Old Trinity. They had four children; Samuel Livingston, Amasa Stone, Constance, and Philip
Richard.
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