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Introduction: Enter singing about my journey westward to Cleveland, Ohio.

Song — “My Name is Digger Gallagher”
A. Cleveland in the early days

1. Landscape

2. Demography

3. Mills
B. Digging of the Canal

1. People

2. Tools

3. Adversities

4. Song “Hail to the Men”
C.Workers of the Canal

1. Captain and his crew

2. Mules

a. Song — “Simon Slick”

3. Deck boats of all kinds
D. Canal from Akron to Cleveland

1. The growth of Cleveland and Akron

2. Prosperity and commerce

3. Inns and locks

4. Fiddle tune: “Tinkers Creek Dance”
Conclusion: Song — “Let’s go Down to the Ohio & Erie Canal”
Questions from audience
Exit playing “My name is Digger Gallagher”

Digger Gallagher, the Canaler

With a name such as this, I am sure one expects an explanation why. Let me tell you my story.

With hard times plaguing Ireland in the early 1800s, my father felt it best to move his family westward
to America where he heard of great opportunity. With my mom and two siblings, we boarded a ship and
sailed for America. I was a scrapping teenage boy of 17. As we approached the shore of New York City, my
father overheard some gentlemen speaking of work on the new canal system. At the prospect of earning
thirty cents a day, my father and I were certain that we could prove our hard work ethics by joining the
digging crew.

We reached New York Harbor on June 17,1821, and directly searched out a canal contractor. With
eager eyes and empty bellies we quickly took employment digging the Erie Canal. The next day we caught
the earliest boat up the Hudson River to Albany, New York. There we met up with our assigned crew sev-
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