Hiram in the Civil War

Introduction

The village of Hiram and the Western Reserve Eclectic Institute which was founded there in 1850
(now Hiram College) were involved in the Civil War to an extraordinary degree. James A. Garfield, the
principal of the “seminary,” as it was often called, recruited a company of young men from the school and
the surrounding township in the fall of 1861. These youths served in the War of the Rebellion until they
were mustered out in September, 1864. The families and friends of the men of Company A of the 42 Ohio
Volunteer Infantry kept in close contact with the soldiers, and they preserved the correspondence that
traveled between the little northeastern Ohio hamlet and the “tented hill.”

Over the years, several diaries and collections of letters related to the war have been donated to the
Hiram College Archives and to the Hiram Historical Society, whose documentary collections are kept in
the Archives. These papers preserve the Civil War history of both Hiram College and the Hiram commu-
nity for scholars and the general public. Private individuals and families in the area also own collections of
Civil War letters and journals, and the Western Reserve Historical Society in Cleveland holds a significant
collection of Civil War material which helps to paint the picture of Hiram’s place in Civil War history.

David Anderson, Kenyon Professor of English at Hiram College, has transcribed many of the letters
and other documents related to Hiram’s participation in the conflict. Joanne Sawyer, College Archivist, has
edited them into a dramatic reading entitled “Hiram in the Civil War.” The presentation tells the moving
and poignant story of Hiram’s involvement in the Civil War in the words of some twenty local people of
the period. This is a story of valor and sacrifice that is unique to Hiram, yet universal in many villages and
towns during the Civil War.

A Dramatic Reading from Letters and Documents

in the Hiram College Archives, the Western Reserve Historical Society, the
Library of Congress and the family papers of Vesta Ryder Clarke

Compiled by David R. Anderson
and edited by Joanne M. Sawyer

Dramatis Personae:
1. Kate Allyn, Almeda Booth, Eliza Ballou Garfield, Lucretia Rudolph Garfield,

Fanny King Mason, Esther J. Smith, and published aCCOUNLS ......cocvviieucmsininiiiiissneens Joanne Sawyer

2. PEIEE C. MIASONL. ...ovveresresssssssesessssssssssseseess s s Nicholas Robinette
3. James A. Garfield, Charles E. Henry, Zeb RUAOIPN ......rvumriiinrcviecisinnriimnisssiesse David Anderson

4. Aaron Allyn, Edward Allyn, Edwin Allyn, John J. RYeT. oo Dennis Taylor

5. Burke Hinsdale, John M. Jolly, Elijah Mason, W.H.H. Monroe, R.C.Norton,
J. Harrison Rhodes, James K. Rudolph, Morning Report Book of Co. A, 42nd O.VI...... Robert Sawyer

Kate AlLYN: oo, ec62; sister of Aaron Allyn; died Sept. 30,1863

Almeda Booth: .coeveeevreeeneeeniiniiinieeenens teacher at WRETL friend and confidante of James A. Garfield
Eliza Ballou Garfield: .......ccccoivnivninnecnes ..mother of James A. Garfield

Lucretia Rudolph Garfield: ... daughter of Zeb Rudolph; ec55; wife of James A. Garfield
Fanny King Mason: .....c.cccoceeinininininne, ec55; wife of Carnot C. Mason, ec54

Frank H. Mason: .....c.ccovvernrennnnescneneencnes ec61; author of The Forty-Second Ohio Infaniry, A History
Esther J. Smith: ..cccccoeviiniininneeninenees ec56

Peleg C. Masom: ..cc.vunrenueeseneissisniissnenns ec61 [1841-1907]

Emily Mason Ryder: .......ooveneciecnininnnn. ec56; wife of John J. Ryder
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