Challenges: Resettlement of Nomads in Qirnghai Province

Xu Jun

Bacl{grbund: The Tuimu Huancao Program & San Jiang Yuan Ecosystem Protect and Rebuild
Program (SJYEPRP)

"Resettlement" or "Ecological Migration" or “Eco-immigration™

The Go West Policy (Xibu da kaifa) began in China in 2000. One aspect of the policy is
“farmland into forest” or “grain into green” (Tuigeng Huanlin), which converted steep cultivated
land into forest. In the grassland areas, it is known as the “pastures into grassland” program
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(Tuimu Huancao). As one of four important grassland areas, * the TuiMu HuanCao program

was implemented in the Qinghai province in 2003,

In the Tuimu Huancao program, Nomads who lived in grassland areas were resettled beside
towns or cities. This process is called Eco-immigration or Resettlement Project. As one part of
the Tuimu Huancao Policy, 6,982 families and 33,500 herders will be resettled.  The first eight
eco-inunigration pilot programs were implemented in Nov., 2004 in eight counties.  These
eight counties belong to the Yushu and Guoluo prefectures. In each county, one township was

chosen to be the pilot.

Iﬁ Jan.2005, The San Jiang Yuan (Three Rivers Headwaters) National Nature Reserve (SNNR )
was set up, then the State Department subsequently carried out a program to restore the San
Jiang Yuan ecosystem, which is called San Jiang Yuan Shengtai Baohu Yu Jianshe Gongcheng
(SanJiangyuan Ecosystem Protect and Rebuild Program,={T {4 & riH 58 TFE). The
program is meant to protect the ecosystem of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau — this region is home to
the headwaters of three major Asian rivers: the Yellow (Machu), Yangtze (Drichu) and Mekong
(Zachu).

Four prefectures, sixteen counties, and one township belong to The San Jiang Yuan Ecosystem
Pretect and Rebuild Program areas in Qinghai Provence, which means more Tibetan nomadic

families have to move out of grassland and be resettled.

From the building of the first resettlement in Nov. 2004 untill now, the eco-immigration has

been carried out for almost six years. It was reported that 86 new communities were built in the

! The other three big and important grassland areas are East Mongolia, West Mongolia and Sinkiang.




Sanjiangyuan region, now houses almost 50,000 eco-immigrants (Xinhua News,2009) .

The nomads who left the grassland, in some ways, have lost their traditional lifestyle. They
have been resettled lemporarily for a 10-year period. In the beginning, they relied on
government support and then struggled to make a life. Six or seven years have passed but the
eco-immigrants are still puzzled about what to do next. In three years, the eco~-immigrants will

have to make new decisions about whether to remain at city side or return to their home

grassland.

Nowadays, some western scholars are arguing about the various reasons or goals of China’s
central government’s eco-immigration policies, meanwhile most Chinese Scholars are paying

more attention to the harsh living conditions of the eco-immigrants.

As a member of a team of researchers who have had experience with the resettied nomads from
2005 to 2009, I was one of the first observers since the first eco-immigrant pilots were set up, so
I—along with my team members—have a deeper understanding of the experience of the nomads.
During those five years, we spent one month each year with different eco-immigrants in the
Yushu prefecture and the Ge’ermu eco-immigrant villages. Deep research was done during the
five years and I experienced with them their anxiety, hopefulness, and disappointment. ... .. SO
unlike most other scholars addressing this topic, I paid more attention to the experience of the

eco-immigrants themselves rather than to debating the goal of the Policy. [ & 4 &

As a member and a leader of “San Jiang Yuan Eco-immigration Research Project” group, 1
focused on the sustainable development of Qinghai nomads since the late 1990s. The five-year
program was done in cooperation with Green-River, (a non-government organization, whose
object is to protecting the environment and keeping the river unpolluted). The Qinghai nomads’
resettlement project began at the summer of 2005, We organized a field work research team of
: 8 ‘experts, including a photographer, a document film maker, a High Plateau Doctor and

investigators.

During the five-year program, we not only focused on the resettlement communities,
interviewing many eco-immigrants, but also focused on the eco-immigrants’ homeland. We
went to their homeland, visited the remaining Nomads (B &), and compared them with
eco-immigrants with reference to their life, religion, social structure, etc. We col_lected many
materials which reflect on the true life and thought of homads before they were moved and as

they adapted to their resettlement.

Our field sites are all along Yangzi river headstreams: Jiajiniang (Yushu county), Zhahe
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township(Zhiduo county), Zhiduo Countryside (Zhiduo County), Heyuan Cun(Qumalai county},
Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun (Qunalai county), which belong to Yushu prefecture, and Chang
Jiang Yuan Minzu Wenhua Cun and Tanggula township (now a town since 2008) which belongs

to Haixi préfecture, Ge’ermu City.

Eco-immigrants can be divided into two kinds: independent resettlement and concentrated

resettlement.  This paper focuses on the concentrated resettlement.

The Yushu earthquake occurred on April. 14 2010 and the resettlement village in Yushu was
almost destroyed, so more and more scholars and outsiders have become aware of the problem

of these resettlement nomads.

I divided the six resettlements into three styles, according to the location, the way to make
a living, the thoughts of the individuals, their facing new challenges. My conclusion is that
what is important is that whatever style it is, they could not leave their grassland

completely during these years.
. “Litu Bu Lixiang” resettlement model(“ % - & & "#3t4 ).

Zhiduo county Zhahe Township resettlement community(7& Z £ 4.7 £ # B 4}) and Yushu
county Longbao Township® resettiement community ( E# LB E4H % K & Jare two typical
sites. Almost all of the eco-immigrants are living near townships, with no chance to make a
living except with the monetary subsidy from the government. Whether they go back to their

home grasslands or not, their livelihoods will always come from grasslands.

Zhahe township rescttlement (L % % K £ ), as one of the first four pilots, 40 families

resettled in Zhehe Township in 2004. At the same time, the other 16 families reseitled nearby

Zhiduo County, Bowa town. 3

It is 170km from Zhahe resettlement site to Zhiduo county Bowa town, which needs almost 7-8
hours by car, 190Km between Zhiduo County to Prefecture center_ Jiegu town and another
880Km to Province center Xining.

Longbao resettlement site ( =% % R &) was built in 2006, on the way from Yushu Jiegu

* Longbao town is the center of earthquake occurred on April.l4,20i0.

3 (in 2004, 80 familes resettled totally, which include 24 families impendent resettlement, 56 families
concentrated resetilement, and 16 of them were resettled near county side,40 resettled near townshlp And
there are other 245 families resettled in county side in 2007 )



town (EWEEH) toZhiduo (8% ) County, itis 75Km from Yushu Jiegu town, which is

more convenient than Zhahe resettlement site. 12 families chose to be resettled here.

In the two resettlement sites, even if they sell all their livestock and hand their grassland over to
government according to policy before they resettled, their life still relies on it, which means
that some of them left some of their yaks with relatives for keeps, but also means that they have
no other income except a 6000 yuan or a 3000 yuan subsidy per family each year from the
government'. Some of them picked up Caterpillar fungus (M%) | which can be exchanged for
some money to complement their living expenses. Not all families are lucky enough to pick up
Caterpillar fungus (ML 5 ) as much as they need. We were told 2000 yuan was an average income

for picking Caterpillar fungus (HE) in 2008. Some of them opened small shops in the new
community. i

“In the small Longbao resettlement community, 12 families have two shops. One is opened near
the road, the owners are middle-aged couple. They prefered to resettle near the township rather
than in a county side, because they thought the shop in Longbao town is free of the duty tax.
Once they resettled in the county they had to pay the duty tax, but they seemed never to know
where to find a duty free site for eco-immigrants. Besides the small shop they bought a car for
transportation, so it § the only family who make a living who are self supporting. As we
observed, A4 VCD rent shop was opened in the community, but more than two hours passed
before we saw even one person coming in.”>
In Longbao Resettlement site we found only one family who rely on their business for their
livelihood. The rest of the eco-immigrants were all relying on their relatives who are remaining
nomads, or went back home to their grassland as hired laborers. For convenient transportation

some young men are planning to go out looking for an odd job.

Longbao town’s local government and leaders said they have made some efforts to help the
eco-immigrants. For instance, the eco-immigrants were permitted to pick up Caterpillar

fungus(HE) freely in the Longbao town precinet.” They guided a local family to sell yoghourt
fungus y

* 3000 yuan for new family who form family but does not have the prassland certificate, 6000 yuan for family who have the
grassland certificate. All subsidies were provided by family but don’t care about how many people in a
family. ' :

5 Interview dairy, Jun xu, fuly.31, 2008.

% Because Cuterpillar fungus(# 0)is so valusble, some blooding accident were happened because of scrambling for Caterpillar
fungus..ln order to.avoid incident, all regions where have Caterpillar fungus were divided by township unit or productive team
unit, All the people were forbid to pick beyond the mark. Whoever outsider were not permit to corne in, or they have to hand in

some Cao Shan fee to local people. The local prescript was signed by Yushu prefecture government in 2006.




to passersby on the way from Zhiduo to Yushu Jiegu in Jun.2008. They were planning t0 help

the 12 eco-immigration families, give them some construction or repair training.

The Longbao town government has another 73 family eco-immigrants who resettled near
Jiajiniang, Jiegu town. They never thought they would have so much capability to help the 73
famnily eco-immigrants, Fa Gai Wei(& 2(Z) would look after them.’

Compared to Longbac resettlement, Zhahe eco-immigrants were not so lucky, because their

location is very far away, and it’s very hard to make a living.

They never used to picked up Caterpillar fungus when they lived in their home grassland. Even
some of the eco-immigrants were permitted by the local government to pick up Caterpillar
fungus in different townships. Picking up the Caterpillar fungus is a skillful work. Some people
hand in Caoshan Fei (the money to pay for picking up Caterpillar fungus in the area ) but never
find a piece of Caterpillar fungus. During the five year interview, we often heard this kind of

complaimt.

In the two resettlement sites there are not more than five people who have found jobs in the
township, whether it was an odd job during a period of five years. All their food and fuel came
from the grassland. They picked yak dung for fuel from a grassland nearby the resettlement site
or bought it from nomads who has not left their homeland (& /& /). Meanwhile, milk for
summer and meat for winter consumption were provided by their relatives who still remained in

the grassland.

For this kind of resettlement, even though they are not living in their grassland, they have not
exactly moved off thewr grassland. Even though they lost some of their livestock, they still live
on the grassland. All their consumption and income are from the grassland. What is a little
different from before is that each family can get 6000 yuan or 3000 yuan subsidy each jfear from

government.

Because of this problem, in the two resettlement sites, most of the eco-immigrants have to come
back to their grassland fo help their relatives as hired labors. Some of them have to feed two or
three Yaks for daily milk consumption, since they still live in the grasslands, not in a town or a .
city. The people who still stay in resettlement sites are old or young, because it’s more
convenient for old people to see their doctors and for young children to go to school. Zhahe

resettlement sites is becoming a type of rest house, (5% FE), evenif it is not very comfortable.

? Longhao town leader interviewed, fun xu, July.31, 2008,



8l “From Grassland to Countryside (A 4% X 2| -EL31) resettlement model.

Yushu county Jiajiniang community { E44 R E 83K ) , Qumalai county Heyuan Cun ( # Jif
FEFAFENFHEE) and Zhiduo county resettlement community (8% E# R 5 ) are three
typical sites.

" The three resettlement sites, which are found on the outskirts of existing towns, were

programmed as a part of towns. It was hoped that some of the eco-Immigrants would become
urban residents in the long run. On the other hand, eco-immigrants would enlarge the population
of the town, and thus improve the town’s development. Seven years passed; at the first
resettlement site. There was no evidence or hint to show that the Jiajiniang eco-community was
becoming a part of the Jiegu town. Issues about becoming urban residents were discussed for
many years, and the same problem as the Jiajiniang eco-community belonged to Jiegu town. It
was talked about as resettlement continued for almost seven years. The 10-year temporarily
resettlerent policy is a big problem. No one knows what would happen in 10 more years.

Maybe it will be solved during the rebuilding after the earthquake disaster.

But for Qumalai county Heyuan cun and Zhahe county resettlement issues still have a long way
to go for becoming one part of the town. So, in some sense, the eco-immigration program to

improve the town’ modernization is a daydream.

Hajiniang community includes two parts: one was built in Nov. 2004 as the first resettlement
pilot, in which 229 family eco-immigrants came from Shalaxiu town ship. The other part was
built in 2007, in which73 family eco-immigrants came from Longbao town. There are another
resettlemerit sites which were built in 2007 and 2008 near Jigjiniang, named Dongnige, similar

to Jiajiniang, so I chose Jiajiniang as an example.

As the first resettlement pilot and the nearest site to the center prefecture and the center province
(880Km from Xining), the Jiajiniang has an attractive to local government, state government,
even central government. More attention was paid to it, which was built as a model for the first
four resettlement sites. Scholars and researchers came from different institutes, even different

countries to do research there. Some companies received NGO funding to help them.

Training programs were held many times. Almost all of the young people had a chance to attend
training classes. Such as car or motor repairing, sewing, constructing ...... even a Tibetan carpet
factory was founded in July. 2006, which was sponsored by the Qinghai leetan wool carpet
factory, and is the No.120 produce workshop.




In the summer of 2005 and 2006, I talked about the factory with eco—immigraﬁts in the
Jiajiniang eco-community. All of them were excited. It seemed that their hopes were all related
to the factory. I expected the factory would be on line very soon. The feeling of eagerness 1s not
lower among the Jiajiniang eco-immigrants. But what a pity T will not have the chance to
experience the exciting outcome. The next year, when we came back in the summer of 2007, we

were told the factory is opened for only two months. It had to be closed. No carpet was finished.

»For a Nomad, becoming a factory worker is very difficultly. It is a long and hard process.”

(The manager of Tibetan Carpet Factory looking for his testimonials, July. 2007, by Jun Xu).As
a manager of the orily factory in Yushu county, he had won so many honors, but could not do

anything for the Tibetan Carpet Factory.

Besides the governmerit investment in the Jiajiniang eco-community, some NGO help from a
Norway Foundation gave them some literacy training. The training program was deeply
researched by The Norway Foundation themselves and by our observed data. Some young
people are interested in learning Chinese, which was been tanght by a young local Tibetan girl.
The Norway Foundation provided 20 yuan per person each day for those who attended the class.
But a few dajrs later, they came only for taking 20 yuan, then left. And then most of thém did not



come to take the money. (Language

training in Jiajiniang by Norway Foundation, August 2006, by Cicheng Rengging)

Another project which was done by The Norway Foundaticn had the same result. Seven women
were recommended to take sewing training, unlike the same training by the government. The
Norway foundation provided sewing machine and materials for the students. This was to help
them to make a living by sewing, but one month later, four women left, and in the end only a
middle age woman insisted on working in the sewing workshop. This was because she has to

feed 11 children (two of them are her grandchildren, because her elder son divorced) and her

husband fell ill.

(The Yushu Sewing Project of Norway Foundation, July.2007. by Jun Xu)

HeyuanCun set up in 2006 and 2007, 149 families resettled here. It was very near Qumalai
county town, 270KM from Qumalai County to Yushu Jiegu, and more than 500KM to GE’ermu

City. The eco-immigrants of Qumalai County have two choices to make, 149 families of them




chose to be resettled in Qumalai County_Heyuan cun; 240 families of them chose to be resettled
in Ge’ermu City Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun.

HeyuanCun was resettled two times, first in 2006, 118 families resetiled and the second in 2007,
31 families resettled. Doing a much better job than Zhiduo County, the Qumalat local
government had paid more attention to the resettlement arrangements. They founded a special
administration committee, even though it was temporary, which is more helpful for
eco-immigrants. Some training such as sewing, Mani stone carving and milk cow feeding was
anranged,8 and some eco-immigrants were chosen to form a trash cleaning team to clean the
resettlement comrﬁunity and hire themselves to Qumalai County town. Even a basketball team
and a traditional dancing team were formed. The Local leaders were encouraged to hire
eco-immigrants as housekeeiﬁers({%ﬁ&). Even though all these steps and efforts were done, there
were very few people who could make a living. Going back to home grassland to make a living

was the first choice of most eco-immigrants.

The following is a comparison of three resettlement sites, the Jigjiniang, the Qumalai
HeyuanCun and the Zhiduo County. The Jiajiniang is the first because so many people from the
government and NGO focused on its success. The Qumalai HeyuanCun is the second, because
they had no chance to get more support except from Government. They had to make own-
decisions day by day as they went along. The Zhiduo resettlement community is the lowest

achiever.

As the first resettlement was built in Zhiduo Countryside in 2004, which is one of the first four
resettlement sites, only 16 families lived there. Two years later, 245 families were resettled, and
some efforts were done by the local government such as guiding eco-immigrants to pick up
Caterpillar fungus. As in other resettlement, some were trained as car repairmen or motor drivers,
but none of the trained eco-immigrant could make a living. There were many billiards playing
shops in Zhiduo County town along the street, which were owned by eco-immigrants, but very
few people came to play. We interviewed half of the families in the resettlement. Most of them
said that what they consumed came from their former home in the grassland, where their

relatives helped them. Some of them wanted to go back home to find odd jobs and help the

8 06 4EE 08 42, FIBRIEEADIMAT =IUFASH REHIEVITIZNA, 06 F8% 15 A5, 43T 9 A 15 A 10
A 15 A 7S R f R RATT B O RESULH ST T A — 4 A iR PR, B RF T ERS. BE
FAEEA]. BERFE. DAFERARNLAESHECR. S 310 BURSNT SR, 22 2TRSEmMT FRTHSIL.
OT 4E45% 44.6 77, HEEREERSUEN. #ARRSRECEHRARAEY 444 2 HEFEREF 91 BEFHRA
§A 20 RiE, 08 B 19. 95 T LT ELhEHE '



remaining nomads to cut wool or herd cattle.

According to the project of eco-immigration, nomads who resettled outside the towns would
have more chances to get a job in town, than those who were becoming urban residents. It was

considered that was a best chance, not for the eco-lmmigrant but also for town’ modernization.

Progressing is not following along the path of the original design: Jiegu Town, the center of
Yushu Prefecture and center of Yushu County, whose modernization level was not high enough
to absorb new labors. In Yushu Jiegu Town, the only milk company was announced to be set up
in the summer of 2005. Before and after the company was announced setting up, nothing was
changed: all the milk production still soid to local people. Meanwhile, the Jiegu Town’s urban
milk consumptior. is mostly from family producers, not from the company. After that, I never

heard about the company again during my following year of research.

The only factory in Jiegu Town is “Yushu xian minzy wujin chang(ER 2 RIE T 4)” (Yushu
County Nation Hardware Factory), who was flourishing for a short time during “Si Pei Tao”([IY
ACEE), Four programs were carried out. They produced the Wang Weilan (P for the
program, As i Pei Tao program finished, they had to shifi to The Third Producing(# =7=\b),

build a hotel (Xibei Niu Binguan #5b4- 248%and a restaurant, who opened for two or three
years (2005-2008). During that period it afforded some jobs to eco-immigrants, but not many,

not more than seven or eight people.'?

liajiniang Yushu has a factory, and Jiegu Town was a cross road between Qinghai, Sichuan and
TAR. Tt was an important business center at the cross road. Generally speaking there would be
many more chances for employment than in that of Qumalai County and Zhiduo County. The
fact was, the eco-immigrants who resettled in Jiajiniang, Yushu, J tegu never felt their living was
better than those who resettled in Qumalai and Zhiduo County. Very few of the Jiajiniang
eco-immigrants have done Zangao(JEEE chow dog) or Caterpillar fungus business. Most of the
common eco-immigrants feel that life was hard, even though it was a better place for begging
than in Quma lai or Zhiduo, because the population is much larger than in the other two County
towns. "' Some eco-immigrants resettled in Jiajiniang, Yushu, Jiegu Town with the same
thought as those who resettled in Qumalai Heyuan Cun and Zhiduo County. Going back to their
home grassland was considered to be the best way to make a living, The nomads who remained

in the grasstand were not struggling for food and they were used to helping those in need,

* Xibei Niu Binguan was destroyed in April.14.2010 earthquake..
W ai ren, the manager of Xi Bei Niu hotel interviewed, Jun Xu, July.28.2007.
" Interviewed the pre-leader of Jiajiniang Sita, By Wang Qian, Aug.16, 2009,
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3_“Cross District Resettlement” model (gﬁ%{hiﬁifﬁ )

The following two resettlements in a different Prefecture are named Ge’ermu Kunlun Minzu
Wenhua Cun (348 A B K& X H64T) and Changjiangyuan Minzu Wenhua Cun A& 7R AT
K 3T 38 BB Ak AT). The two Cross District Resettlements are famous sites which were
planned to be built as Tibetan Traditional Cultural Sites, which could attract tourists who travel
from inland Via Ge’ermu to Lhasha. At the same time, the resettlement in Ge’ermu City, which
is the second biggest city of Qinghai province would absorb many more gco-immigrants as

laborers, who would help them fo make a living more easily.

Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun resettled 240 families in 2006 and 2007. The resettled villagers
came from two townships of Qﬁmalai County, which is much more accessible to Ge’ermu than
to Qumalai County, even though their hometown is almost 500KM away from Ge’ermu. For the
above reason, eco-immigrants would have more chances to make a living. In order to be more
attractive, the resettlement site was named after a very famous mountain, Kun Lun Mountain,
which sits nearby and is more familiar to tourists. A performing team wearing a traditional
uniform was formed. They performed in Ge’enmu City in the Spring New Year of 2007, which
was reported by the local newspaper and TV. Then CCTV reported it as a successful model of
eco-immigration. That was the only chance to publicize their work, even though it was free and
never perform again.12 The same model of training was afforded to the eco-immigrants at
Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun, just as in Qumalai Heyuan Cun. A Mani stone carving factory was
found in the community, two or three families were working in it and making a living by selling
their stone work. Compared with Heyuan Cun, it is true that Kunlun eco-immigrant had more
chance to sell their Mani stone work. Some eco-immigrants bought car to use as Taxié, but a
license was needed, which is so expensive for the eco-immigrant families. Furthermore, most of
them could not past the driving test. They tried to find jobs in Ge’ermu City, bu{ traditional
nomads seldom speak Mandarin, so making a living in the city is far more difficult than can be

imagined.

Going back home to their grassland is extremely difficult, for it is S00KM away. It costs 300 or
400 yuan per person, one way, and would cost more if a person rented a car. To go back to the
grassland for help is becom'mg- more expensive from Ge’ermu City than from other resettlemént
sites. We found that Kunlun resettlement residents were struggling more for their survival. The
6000 yuan per family subsidy each year became much too limited for those who lived beside a

big city. Some eco-immigrants had to sell their houses or rent them out and go:back to the

12 [yterviewed the manager of Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun, Nan Xia, by Jun Xu, Aug.12, 2009.
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grassland.

We interviewed some eco-immigrants who returned home from the Kunlun resettlement site,

began to help herd their relatives’ yaks and feel hopeful, because the yak will grow up and bear
young, and they will have their own yak some day.

Another resettlement named Chang Jiang Yuan Cun, with 128 families continuing 407 herders
was set up in Nov. 2004."* It was the first resettlement site of Ge’ermu City. Its members came
from the headstream of the Chang Jiang (Yangzi River), a township named Tanggula which
belongs to Ge’ermu City. Compared to Kunlun Minzu Wenhua Cun, a temporary resettlement,
whose situation as a guest, Chang Jiang Yuan Cun, as one part of Ge'ermu City, has attracted
much attention from the Ge’ermu Government. Its elementary school and its second township
hospital were built in the village and various leaders often visited it and gave them some
assistants. Even though many efforts have been made in Chang Jiang Yuan Cun, most of the
eco-immigrants still have not been able to make a living in the modern village. Compared with
all the other resettlements, The Changjiang Yun Cun is much better, but some of its immigrants

have had to return to their home gras‘s:land.15

Conclusion

We visited many different resettlement sites and pasturing areas, interviewed many
eco-immigrants in the above resettlement sites, many nomads who are remaining in their
grassland, and some eco-immigrants who have returned to their home grassland. We followed
some of them moving to city side with hopeful expectations, even selling out their livestock and

their houses. We saw firsthand their struggle to make a new life as they resettled down in new

-place, puzzling over their future. Some were disappointed. Some were still hopeful. Some were

shameful, as they talked about their lives and having to rely on their relatives who remained in
grassland. Some have to return to grassland to do some odd job to earn meat for their children.
This was cause for shame. The topics: why they chose to be or not to be eco-immigrants, how
and what they have done to adapt their lives to living in resettlement areas were always hot

issues.

According to-the above description and analysis, even though both government and nomad

' We interviewed some eco-immigrants who returned to home prassland, rent relalives yak to herd, but hopeful again, because
the

R Jun.2008, ithas 128 families 445 people.
. 1 The other paper given more detail, [ presented in SLTPA conference, Leipzig, Dec.2-3, 2009,




individuals made the decision to do their best with resettlement and to protect the grassland, San
Jiang Yuan Natural Ecosystem, so far the experiment has not been successful for the nomads or
for the government. Our five-year investigation showed that most eco-immigrants who
resettlement in or near cities, have not be able to make a livelihood without grassland resources
during five or ten years period of the San Jiang Yun Protect and Rebuild Program. On the other
hand, no exact data exists to prove that eco-immigration has been helpful to the grassland

ecosystem.
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