SGSA General Assembly Meeting
September 10, 2009
Start time: 10:08am

End time: 11:15am
Officers/Members in attendance: Lynn Falletta, Melinda Laroco, Scott Adams, Rachel Bryant
AGENDA
I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Lynn (President). 
II. Introductions: No introductions were necessary because no new members were present.
III. Old Business
a. Alumni Survey: With the help of Michelle, Lynn was able to obtain the current contact information of many Case Sociology Alumni. The alumni survey was created by last year’s SGSA executive officers and Projects Committee members. Its main purpose was not only to create an updated database of our department’s alumni, but also to network with those who have graduated and are now in the work force. A supplemental purpose of the alumni survey is for current doctoral students to see a plethora of career paths a doctorate in Sociology can offer. The alumni survey is now complete. Rachel (Vice-President) will go over the survey once more with Brian Gran (advisor) and will email the survey to alumni by Friday, September 18, 2009. Hopefully, the alumni survey will be returned to SGSA no later than October 23, 2009. An email reminder will be sent to alumni on Monday, October 12, 2009 to encourage its completion and submission. 
b. Bulletin Board: The bulletin board will be updated with meeting dates, minutes from SGSA General Assembly meetings, and pictures from upcoming social events. 
c. Website—helpful hints: An email was sent out by Rachel last semester encouraging all sociology grad students to email their ideas on helpful hints for incoming and newer cohorts. The list included:
i. Do’s and Don’ts for New Students
· Adapting to Graduate School
ii. Taking Comprehensive Exams
iii. Prospectus Advice
iv. Stress Management Strategies
v. Living in Cleveland: Places for cheap food and entertainment
vi. Health Services
vii. Finding Money (i.e. GSS V-fund)
This list will be given to Scott (Project’s Committee Chair) to post on the SGSA website, along with all General Assembly Minutes. It was also discussed that one particular hint or topic may be highlighted every month on the SGSA website (i.e. September 2009: SGSA would inform students of Case Health Services and free flu shots!).
d. Social event: A social event is in order to encourage new members’ attendance and to meet the newest cohort. The event is entitled, “Coventry Crawl” and will be held on Friday, October 9, 2009. All sociology graduate students are welcome to attend. The night will begin at Melinda’s house with food and laughter and will continue on to Coventry Rd. Food and t-shirts are available for purchase. Please RSVP to Melinda and/or Scott!
e. Alpha Kappa Delta: Rachel and Lynn intend to meet with Emilia McGucken, undergraduate advisor for Alpha Kappa Delta Honor Society, in hopes of establishing a joint organization for graduate students eligible for acceptance into this International Sociology Honor Society. 
IV. New Business
a. Elections: The elections have been tabled until the next SGSA General Assembly Meeting. Until then, last year’s officers will maintain their duties. 
b. Facebook group: Melinda (Sec/Treas) will be creating an SGSA Facebook group. This purpose of this page will be for officers and members to engage in regular organization correspondence, friendly banter, and to post pictures of events. The group will be open to any and all SGSA members, future members, and Sociology department faculty and staff. 
V. Next Meeting:  The next executive officer meeting will be held on Thursday, September 24, 2009 in the Hillel conference room. The next SGSA General Assembly meeting will be held on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at 10am in the Hillel conference room.
VI. Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned by Lynn.
Respectfully,

Melinda L. Laroco

SGSA Corresponding Secretary/Treasurer
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