Sociology 326						Instructor:  Susan W. Hinze, Ph.D.
Women In Societies In The Modern World		Office:  Mather Mem. 221
Spring 2002						Office Hours:  2:45-4:45 T, R  
TR 1:15-2:30						 or by appointment 
Baker 218						Phone: 368-2702 (my office)		
 							         368-2700(SOC office)									E-mail:  sxh3@po.cwru.edu
 ______________________________________________________________________________________	
Course Description:

	This course addresses two central questions.  First, how have social, cultural, economic and environmental factors influenced the choices and roles of women in the world?  Second, how have women's experiences and actions shaped the worlds in which they live?  The use of a sociological perspective will be emphasized throughout the course and students will have several opportunities to apply their own sociological imaginations to issues concerning women in the modern world. 
	Together, we will explore a range of theoretical perspectives on women and a variety of methodological approaches to the study of women.  We will work hard at seeing social structure and recognizing the interplay between economic, familial and ideological systems.  We examine power and inequality by exploring both public and private spheres and we will consider women’s labor in both productive and reproductive activities. Finally, our course concludes with an examination of where and when women are "warriors" and how equality is contingent upon freedoms of mind, body and spirit.  Specifically, we examine women's activism, women's movements and women's rights as human rights. 
	 
Course Requirements:
	To complete this course, you must satisfy the following requirements:

1. Short Writing Assignments---worth 30% of your grade.  You will write three two-page assignments (typed please) based upon the weekly readings. There are 4 weeks designated as short writing assignment weeks. The assignments are designed to keep you up-to-date on your readings, to improve your ability to succinctly summarize and critique the findings and arguments of authors, and to exercise your sociological imaginations.  You will receive a check, check-plus or check-minus for each paper. 

2.  Exams---worth 40% of your grade.  You will take two in-class exams and each will count 20% of your grade.  They are designed primarily to test your understanding and knowledge of lectures, class discussion, films and readings.  No make-up exams will be given.  Instead, students who miss an exam will receive a 6-8 page (typed, please) paper assignment covering some aspect of the material.  Such assignments will be given only if you have a documented excuse and if you have notified me of your impending absence prior to the regular exam time.  Otherwise, students who miss an exam will receive a zero.  

3.  Group Presentation---worth 30% of your grade.  Since we cannot cover all topics related to women in the world that may be of interest to students (or the professor!), students have the opportunity to research and present on some topic of specific interest to them. In addition to drawing on class resources, your presentation will require additional research.  The final project should be fundamentally sociological (we'll talk more about what that means as the course progresses) and students are encouraged to be creative in their use of mediums.  For example, a data based report with (power point!) graphs is acceptable, as is a photo collage with a strong oral presentation.  Students may wish to design a webpage on their topic, or present a video montage.  All groups will discuss their projects with me and students will submit a short outline of their project no later than March 8.  The last two weeks of class are devoted to student presentations.
  
4. Attendance and Class Participation---Because you are adults with competing responsibilities, absences from class will not be counted against you.  However, attendance will be taken regularly.  A student with a borderline grade who has excellent attendance and has seriously participated in class discussions may receive the higher grade (e.g. an 89.4 would be an A).

Grades---The following equation will be used to calculate grades:
 (WRITING SCORE) (.30) + (EXAM 1 SCORE) (.20) + (EXAM 2 SCORE)(.20)	+ (PRESENTATION SCORE)(.30)= 100 pts.	  
	
The grading scale is as follows: 90+ = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 59 or below = F. 

Academic Integrity---Because trust is essential for true learning, academic dishonesty should not be tolerated by students and will not be tolerated by the instructor.  Students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty may receive an "F" in the assignment involved or in the course as a whole.  Additional penalties may be imposed through the campus judicial process.  WARNING:  Signing a friend's name on attendance sheets will be considered a form of cheating and will result in the student(s) involved being dropped from the course with an "F."

Plagiarism---The following guidelines are adapted from Prof. Vernon Lidtke of The Johns Hopkins University (courtesy of Prof. Ken Ledford, Dept. of History, CWRU):

The term plagiarism covers a multitude of sins. It involves the theft of words, ideas or conclusions from another writer. If an academic paper gives the impression that the writer is himself or herself the author of words, ideas or conclusions that are in fact the product of another person's work, the writer of that paper is guilty of plagiarism. In the following cases, such a misleading impression is given:
1. Failure to give credit for ideas, statements of fact, or conclusions derived from another writer. 
1. Failure to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another writer, whether an entire sentence or only a phrase is quoted. In addition, all quotations must always be cited with page numbers.. 
1. Close and extended paraphrase of another  writer even if credit is given in a citation. 
1. Citing a source that is quoted or cited by another author but that has not been examined by the writer of the term paper.
These examples do not exhaust the forms that plagiarism may take. Plagiarism is committed whenever and however a writer appears to take credit for work done by another. An entire paper may be plagiarized, as when a student submits a paper written by someone else, or plagiarism may be limited to a single page. While plagiarism may be more or less extensive in a paper, it is always a fraud, and it is always a most serious offense.
Plagiarism need not be deliberate; it may be committed unintentionally through carelessness or ignorance. Since accidental plagiarism in a paper is indistinguishable from deliberate dishonesty, a student must be alert to avoid the sort of carelessness or ignorance that may leave him or her open to a charge of having plagiarized another's work. The safest rule to follow is: When in doubt, cite.
The penalty in this course for plagiarism is a grade of "F" on the paper, and it will be calculated as a zero ("0") into the student's final grade. All cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Undergraduate Studies as prescribed in General Bulletin.
A final note about the internet:  Unfortunately, the Internet is contributing to a rise in plagiarism. However, sophisticated search engines are available for Professors to check the authenticity of student work.  

Student Responsibility---Regular attendance is crucial to performance on exams.  Also, it will be your responsibility to keep abreast of any changes in reading assignments or due dates, which will be announced in class. This class will start on time and finish on time. I expect students to be courteous by arriving on time and being ready to begin. Any announcements important to the course are made at the beginning of class and will not be repeated. Students who arrive late will not be allowed to sign the attendance sheet. Please turn off cellular telephones, pagers, and other objects that ring, beep, vibrate, or otherwise distract during class time. Students whose devices distract will be asked to leave.

Disabilities---If you have a physical, sensory, medical or learning disability that inhibits learning under usual circumstances, please inform me.  I will make whatever adjustments are necessary to improve the learning environment. In addition, please be sure to contact Susan Sampson, the Coordinator of Disability Services, Kelvin Smith Library, Room 105, 368-5230 (sms17@po.cwru.edu).

Office Hours--Please make use of my office hours!  I enjoy talking with students about course material, or any other topic that a student wishes to discuss.  If my listed hours are not convenient, feel free to make an appointment.

E-mail Policy---I strongly prefer to speak in person with students about questions over the material or any other topics related to class.  I have generous office hours for this purpose; student visits and phone calls during these periods are welcome.  If I can easily answer questions through e-mail, I will do so but face-to-face communication is always preferable!

· REQUIRED READING MATERIALS:  The following materials are available at the campus bookstore.  

Burn, Shawn Meghan Burn. 2000.  Women Across Cultures. A Global Perspective.  
	Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield Publishing Company. ISBN:  0-7674-1564-7.

Devault, Marjorie L.  1991.  Feeding the Family.  The Social Organization of Caring as 
	Gendered Work.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.
	ISBN:  0-226-14359-7.

Hong Kingston, Maxine.  1975.  The Woman Warrior.  Memoirs of a Girlhood Among 
	Ghosts.  New York:  Vintage International.  ISBN:  0-679-72188-6.

Sleightholme, Carolyn and Indrani Sinha.  1996.  Guilty Without Trial.  Women in the Sex 
	Trade in Calcutta.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers University Press.
	ISBN:  0-8135-2381-8.































Course Schedule of Topics and Readings 
(Any revisions, and there will be some, to be announced in class)

Jan. 15/17 	INTRODUCTION
		A Sociology of Women
 		Why a global perspective? 		 			 
		PART I  Theories and Methods
		A. Women's Low Status and Power
		B.  Explanations and Theoretical Perspectives
			 [READ Chapters 1& 2 Burn]

Jan. 22/24	
		C.  The F-Word:  Feminisms
		D.  World Systems or Dependency Theory:  Gender blind, deaf and dumb?
			[READ Ch. 4, 6 Burn]			
	Short Writing Assignment 1 DUE Tuesday
						
Jan.29/31  
		 E.  A Note on Methods, or,  She Blinded Me With Science
			[READ Devault, Introduction, Part I]
			FILM:  Women of Kerala  

Feb. 5/7 	PART II  Women's Work
		A.  Women in the Global Economy
		B.  Households and Families
			1.  The Work of Feeding a Family
			2.  Feeding as Women’s Work
			[READ Burn, Ch. 5]
			[READ Devault Part II]
	
Feb. 12/14	C.  Feeding and Social Class
		D.  Going Global with Carework
			FILM:  When Mother Comes Home for Christmas
			[READ Devault Part III]
	Short Writing Assignment 2 DUE Tuesday

Feb. 19/21	Part III  Women in Politics & Religion
		A.  Political Participation and Pathways to Power
		B.  Feminist Critiques of Religion
		[READ Burn Ch. 7-8]	

Feb. 26/28	.. Exam I	[NO READINGS ]
		FILM:  The Women’s Bank of Bangladesh

Mar. 5/7	PART IV  Women’s Bodies in the Global Economy:  Reproducers 
		and Sex Workers
		A.  Reproductive Freedom
		B.  Women in the Sex Trade:  Focus on Calcutta
			[READ Burn, Ch. 3]
			[READ Sleightholme and Sinha Ch. 1-4] 

*** 	Outlines Due!   Outlines Due!   Outlines Due!   Outlines Due!  
Mar. 12/14    SPRING BREAK! SPRING BREAK! SPRING BREAK! 

Mar. 19/21	C.   Interventions, Initiatives and Ways Forward
		[READ Sleightholme and Sinha,Chapters 5-9]
	Short Writing Assignment 3 DUE Tuesday
			
Mar. 26/28	An Aside:  Child-Killing Moms
		A.  What would Durkheim say?
		B.  Seeing Social Structure
		[READ Hong Kingston:  Ch. 1-2]	
			
Apr.2/4		PART V  Women Warriors
		A.  Finding Voice   
		[READ Hong Kingston, Ch. 3-5]

	      	FILM:  Dim Sum Take-Out	
	Short Writing Assignment 4 DUE Tuesday
					
Apr. 9/11	B.  Women's Activism and Women's Movements
		C.  Women's Rights as Human Rights
			[READ Burn Ch. 9, 10]

Apr. 16/18		Student Presentations :-)	
			[NO READINGS]													
Apr. 23/25		Student Presentations :-)
			 [NO READINGS]	

May 6		 .. EXAM II:  12:15-3:15   

	"On the status of women depends the progress of nations." 
							May French-Sheldon 
							1915
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