Sociology 112(B)							Instructor:  Susan W. Hinze, Ph.D.
Introduction to Sociology					Office:  Mather Mem. 221
Fall 2003							Office Hours:  2:30-4:00 TR
TR 1:15-2:30							          (or by appointment!)          	           
Baker 15						Phone:     368-2702 (my office)										   368-2700 (SOC office)									E-mail:  sxh3@po.cwru.edu
								
Course Description: 
 
	This is an introductory level course and no previous work in sociology is necessary or assumed.  I have three central aims in this course.  First, I want to introduce you to the sociological perspective.  You should come away from the class with some understanding of how sociologists look at the world; in addition, you should begin applying a sociological perspective to your own daily interactions and observations.  Second, I want to examine with you how sociology "gets done."  In other words, what are the methods of inquiry used by practicing sociologists?  Third, I want to expose you to some major works by real sociologists; I have selected books and articles that I hope the CWRU student will find both interesting and relevant for her/his own life and worldview.  

	In addition to satisfying broad educational objectives, the course covers a series of core sociological topics.  During the semester, the following topics will be discussed in some detail (although not necessarily in this order):  1) the historical roots of sociology and its relation to other disciplines, 2) the logic and methods of research, 3) contrasting paradigms and theoretical perspectives, 4) socialization, social control, and deviance, 5) social interaction and social relations, 6) patterned inequalities, 7) social institutions and 8) dimensions of social change.
 
Course Requirements:
	To complete this course, you must satisfy the following requirements:

1.  Quizzes---worth 40% of your grade.  You will take thirteen quizzes worth 10 points each; your ten highest quizzes will be used to calculate your final grade.   They are designed primarily to keep you up-to-date on reading materials and will take the format of true-false questions.  NO make-up quizzes will be given.  (Exceptions may be granted, but only in unusual circumstances).  In other words, you may miss three quizzes without penalty (they will be dropped as your lowest grades) but missing more than two quizzes will result in lost points.

2.  Exams---worth 60% of your grade.  You will take three in-class exams and each will count 20% of your grade.  They are designed primarily to test your understanding and knowledge of lectures, class discussion and films and will take the format of true-false, multiple-choice and essay questions.  No make-up exams will be given.  Instead, students who miss an exam will receive a 6-8 page (typed, please) paper assignment covering some aspect of the material.  Such assignments will be given only if you have a documented excuse and if you have notified me of your impending absence prior to the regular exam time.  Otherwise, students who miss an exam will receive a zero.  

3.  In-Class Writing---I will at times require students to write brief essays in class.  Writing exercises are designed to help me figure out what you are learning and to help you begin applying a sociological perspective in your own world.
  
4. Attendance and Class Participation---Because you are adults with competing responsibilities, absences from class will not be counted against you.  However, attendance will be taken regularly.  A student with a borderline grade who has excellent attendance and has seriously participated in class discussions may receive the higher grade (e.g. an 89.4 would be an A).  A note on discussions:  I know speaking up in class may be difficult for some, but your questions, comments and reactions greatly enhance our classroom experience.  In my classes, everyone’s point of view is valid and worth considering.  Also, it is your responsibility to help keep discussions flowing.  If one person seems to be dominating, jump in!  Or, if the discussion is slow (and the professor begins eating chalk), speak up!  Together, we can make this class a real learning experience.



Grades---The following equation will be used to calculate grades:
 (QUIZ SCORE) (.40) + (EXAM 1 SCORE) (.20) + (EXAM 2 SCORE)(.20) + (EXAM 3 SCORE)(.20)= 100 pts.	  
 (100 possible)		(100 possible)	             (100 possible)	  	(100 possible)
	
The grading scale is as follows: 90+ = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 59 or below = F. 

Academic Integrity---Because trust is essential for true learning, academic dishonesty should not be tolerated by students and will not be tolerated by the instructor.  Students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty may receive an "F" in the assignment involved or in the course as a whole.  Additional penalties may be imposed through the campus judicial process.  WARNING:  Signing a friend's name on attendance sheets will be considered a form of cheating and will result in the student(s) involved being dropped from the course with an "F."
  
Student Responsibility---Regular attendance is crucial to performance on exams.  Also, it will be your responsibility to keep abreast of any changes in reading assignments or due dates, which will be announced in class.  I will start classes on time, and finish on time.  Students are expected to be just as courteous.  Also, please turn off cell phones (and all other objects that ring, beep or otherwise distract) during class times. 

Disability Statement---If you have a physical, sensory, medical or learning disability that inhibits learning under usual circumstances, please inform me.  I will make whatever adjustments are necessary to improve the learning environment. In addition, please be sure to contact Susan Sampson, the Coordinator of Disability Services, Kelvin Smith Library, Room 105, 368-5230 (sms17@po.cwru.edu).

Office Hours--Please make use of my office hours!  I enjoy talking with students about course material, or any other topic that a student wishes to discuss.  If my listed hours are not convenient, feel free to make an appointment.  I prefer to see students in person and do not check my e-mail every day so do not rely upon e-mail as the major form of communication.


· REQUIRED READING MATERIALS:  The following materials are available at the campus bookstore. 

CWRU NOTES Coursepak:  Available at campus bookstore.  

Hochschild, Arlie.  2002.  The Second Shift:  Working Parents and the Revolution at
		Home.  New York:  Viking.

	MacLeod, Jay.  1995.  Ain't No Makin' It.  Leveled Aspirations in a Low-Income
		Neighborhood.  Boulder, CO:  Westview Press.

	Ritzer, George.  2000.  The McDonaldization of Society (New Century Edition).  Thousand Oaks, 
CA:  Pine Forge Press.

	












Course Schedule of Topics and Readings    
(Any revisions, and there will be some, to be announced in class)

Week Of:
Aug. 26		SECTION 1:  THE SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION
			-Sociology As:  structural, systematic and critical
			-The Problem of Social Order:  social ties vs. force
			  [READ #1 (Durkheim), #2 (Marx) from CWRU NOTES]
						 Quiz 1 on Thursday

Sept. 2    		-Sociology as Science.  IS science value-free?           
			-An Example:  Craniology
			-More on Social Order:  rationality
			 [READ Chapters 1-3 (Ritzer on McDonaldization)] 
						 Quiz 2 on Tuesday
			   	         		
Sept. 9		SECTION 2:  DOING SOCIOLOGY 
			-Data data data:  Assessment (or, learning the language):
				1.  variables	
				2.  correlations	
3. controls
			 FILM:  “Obedience to Authority”	  
			[READ Chapters 4-6 (Ritzer on McDonaldization) and #8 (Carter from CWRU NOTES)]
						 Quiz 3 on Tuesday    

Sept. 16			-Data data data: Gathering
				1.  experiments	            3.  observational studies 	
				2.  surveys		4.  existing sources
								Ex.)  Durkheim and Suicide		
			[READ 7-10 (Ritzer on McDonaldization)]
					            Quiz 4 on Tuesday	
			
Sept. 23		SECTION 3:  THINKING THEORETICALLY
			-Early Sociology:  
				1.Auguste Comte, 
					2. Herbert Spencer, 
3.  more Emile Durkheim, 
4.  more Karl Marx, 
								5.  and more Max Weber 
			[READ Ch. 1-3 MacLeod]   Quiz 5 on Tuesday

Sept. 30	-More Early Sociology: 
6. Jane Addams
7. W.E. B. DuBois
-Contemporary theoretical perspectives
				A.  Macro Theories:  Functionalist and Conflict
				B.  Micro Theories:  Biosocial, Personality, 
						         Behaviorist and Interactionist 
			-Taking it to Clarendon Heights:  social reproduction.
			[READ Ch. 4-6 MacLeod] 	      Quiz 6 on Tuesday
			EXAM 1 on Thursday

				
Oct. 7		SECTION 4:  THINKING ABOUT INEQUALITY
-Types of mobility and the reality of immobility:  applied to Case students
				Q:  Does a college education pay off?
			[READ Ch. 7-9, MacLeod] 	   Quiz 7 on Tuesday

Oct. 14		Catch-up Week  
			-Putting MacLeod to Bed:  His Major Conclusions
			-What role social class, race/ethnicity?  Gender matters.		
			[READ Ch. 10-11 MacLeod] 	   Quiz 8 on Tuesday
			
Oct. 21	67FALL BREAK TUESDAY! FALL BREAK TUESDAY! FALL BREAK TUESDAY!67

	SECTION 5: SOCIALIZATION, SOCIAL CONTROL AND DEVIANCE	
			-Socialization:  Personality as a Social Product
				Ex.)  Headbands exercise
			-Agents of Socialization:  The Role of Peers, or, “My friends made me do it.”
			FILM:  "Still Killing us Softly"
			[READ Preface, Ch. 1-5:  Hoch]    Quiz 9 on Thursday

Oct. 28			-Deviance
-Who deviates and why?	
1.  Functionalist Views
					-Durkheim and boundary maintenance (Star-bellied Sneetches)
					-Merton's paradigm
					-pigs in boa constrictors
				2.  A Conflict Perspective
					-selecting the criminal
			[READ 6-10:  Hoch.]	 Quiz 10 on Tuesday

		SECTION 6:  MORE THINKING ABOUT INEQUALITY
Nov. 4			-gender at micro, meso and macro levels
			-Putting Hochschild to Bed.  MAJOR Conclusions
-updating Hochschild:  Lennon & Rosenfield (1994) on The Importance of 
  Options, The Time Bind, The Price of Motherhood.
 [READ Ch. 12-15, 17: Hoch.]  Quiz 11 on Tuesday			
EXAM 2 on  Thursday.

Nov. 11			-Sex, Gender, Mortality and Morbidity:  What do the findings mean about 					masculinity and femininity?
			-Gender matters across institutions
[NO READINGS]

Nov. 18	 Student Initiated Topic:  EDUCATION
			-What is a college education worth?
			-Does knowledge lead to wisdom?
			-What role sociology?
			-Career vs. Craft
			FILM:  “A Class Divided”
		[READ Chapters 5 (Wisdom and Knowledge) and 11 (The Career) from CWRU NOTES] 
						 Quiz 12 on Tuesday
Nov. 27/29	NO CLASS ON THURSDAY! THANKSGIVING BREAK! 676767

Student Initiated Topic:  DEPRESSION
			-defining depression and tracing the rates
			-traditional models vs. a sociological reading
			-medicalization, disconnection and postmodernization	 
	[READ  Chapters 1, 7 and Postscript from Karp’s Speaking of Sadness:  CWRU NOTES] 
						 Quiz 13 on Tuesday
				
Dec. 2		SECTION 7:  SOCIAL CHANGE
			-You say you want a revolution?  The promise of change.			      
			-The possibility of Institutional Transformation
Ex) Ritzer on McDonaldization and social control, MacLeod on class structure and education; Hochschild on the family and politics.
			-The Value of Sociology:  
1.  return to Mills and The Sociological Imagination
2.  return to Berger’s puppets
3.  contributions by Bell and Karp
4.  sociology according to Dave Barry
.
			-Wrap Up and Review
			[NO READINGS]

December 12 (official)	FINAL EXAM: 12:30-3:30
	


	
“Education is not the filling of a bucket but the lighting of a fire.”  W.B. Yeats

“Teaching consists of causing people to go into situations from which they cannot escape without thinking.” 
 ---William Spare
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