Dear SAGES Faculty and Instructors,

We are writing to recommend that you adopt new texts to support your students’ writing in First and University Seminars.  As the SAGES program has matured, it has become clear that relatively few SAGES courses have been making classroom use of Andrea Lunsford’s The Everyday Writer (our previously recommended text), and that even fewer students have been purchasing the text (the price of which is creeping toward $60) or retaining it for use in Departmental Seminars or Senior Capstones. Faculty and Writing Instructors have expressed dissatisfaction with Lunsford’s text and found it difficult to tie it to SAGES Learning Outcomes and the English Department’s recommended SAGES Writing Outcomes.  Therefore, since a variety of typical “handbook” resources (e.g., grammar and style guides) are available online and in our libraries, the Writing Program believes that the following texts will prove more effective and easier to integrate into your seminars.

If you are teaching a First Seminar, please consider ordering Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein’s They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (W. W. Norton, 2006; 978-0-393-92409-1; $18.75). The text is the result of the authors’ teaching in a writing-intensive, seminar-based general education program, and a number of faculty at Case have used it successfully in SAGES classrooms since 2006. The book helps students make the transition to university-level reading and writing by approaching the written work in the university as academic conversation, and it offers concrete suggestions (in the form of templates) about how students can identify those conversations, understand their significance, begin to enter them, and reflect on their own “moves” within them. The text fits nicely with First Seminars’ emphases on integrating students into the university, its structures, and its contexts.

If you are teaching a University Seminar, please consider ordering Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams’ The Craft of Research (U of Chicago P, 3rd. ed., 2008; 978-0-226-06566-3; $17). This classic text, updated in 2008, concentrates on generating significant topical research problems, researching those problems across an array of sources, assembling research arguments, communicating evidence verbally and visually, revising for organization and argument, and revising for clear and elegant stylistic presentation.  The text dovetails nicely with University Seminars’ focus on developing research in broad domains.

Several review copies for inspection are in the SAGES office.  SAGES will arrange for desk copies for all faculty who adopt the texts.

Over the remainder of the summer, our writing program administrators will be developing a page of links to supporting resources for First Seminars and University Seminars through the “Faculty” section of the Writing@Case website at www.case.edu/artsci/engl/writing . Throughout the 2008-09 academic year, assignments geared to these writing texts will appear on the Case Writing Wiki (also available via the Writing@Case site). In addition to these online resources, the Writing Resource Center in 104 Bellflower Hall has an extensive library of books to support writing instruction. Call 368-3798 or e-mail writingcenter@case.edu to make an appointment to browse the library.

We hope these new texts will enhance writing instruction in your seminar and will provide valuable resources for students in all of their courses.  For your reference, the SAGES objectives for writing are attached here; we encourage you to share these with your students along with your other course goals. If you have any questions as you prepare for the 2008-09 year of seminars, feel free to send them along to writing@case.edu.

Kurt Koenigsberger, Director of Writing, and Peter Whiting, Director of SAGES

English Department Recommended Expectations and Objectives for SAGES Seminars

Students in First and University seminars should produce about 20-25 pages of finished writing in a semester; instructors should plan to devote significant instructional time to developing students’ strategies for and practices of organization, revising, and editing of writing.  

We recommend that students in First Seminar write 3-5 shorter papers, some of which should be evaluated over the course of several drafts in order to provide opportunities for directed revision. First Seminar instructors should instruct students to retain their work for the required First Seminar Writing Folder. 

University Seminar instructors should keep in mind that, as part of their University Writing Requirement, all students are required to submit with their SAGES Writing Portfolio a research essay (10-12 pages in length) from a University seminar that integrates primary and secondary source material and that includes a bibliography. 

Faculty and Writing Instructors should encourage students to retain electronic copies of all of their written work in SAGES in at least two locations (i.e., both on a local hard drive and on a University server).

By the end of First Seminar, students should be able to:

•Engage critically and considerately with the written ideas of peers.

•Identify and summarize the main points of a published piece of writing supplied by the instructor.

•Respond critically in writing to scholarly ideas from a variety of perspectives or positions.

•Craft a specific question that can form the basis for sustained inquiry on a topic.

•Identify representative University and University Circle resources to support writing projects.

•Write in a consistent, clear, and grammatical personal voice.

•Reflect critically on their own ideas.

•Describe Case’s Academic Integrity Policy.

•Explain the role of and significance of differences among various citation formats (MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.).

•Refine phrasing and ideas through directed revision.

By the end of University Seminars, students should be able to:

•Identify, summarize, and respond critically to an array of scholarly ideas and texts gathered through independent research.

•Develop a focused, informed, and specific research question (appropriate to the topic of the course and to the context of a scholarly problem).

•Define a scholarly position in a clear, grammatical voice that is characteristic of an academic community.

•Craft persuasive and/or analytical arguments of appropriately delimited scope for a 10-12 page paper. These arguments should include strong and clear claims, appropriate presentation and interpretation of evidence, and substantial exploration of the warrants/backings that authorize them.

•Cite consistently and comprehensively a variety of print and electronic resources using a citation format appropriate to the area of inquiry.

•Demonstrate a facility with the sentence structures and rhetorical moves most common to academic writing.

•Demonstrate a capacity for self-directed revision of writing for effective argumentation and for stylistic clarity.

