
Writing Program Staff Meeting (SAGES/WRC) 
Friday, March 19, 2010 

Agenda 
 
Oral Communication as Part of the Writing Process  
 
1. SAGES “official” recommendations for oral communication in SAGES seminars 

a. The prominent role of oral communication in SAGES comes from the GER goals.  University 
Seminars must address at least three—and preferably four—of the five GER goals. They may 
do this by offering students: 

i. broad knowledge of—and increased appreciation of the importance of diversity in—
their cultural past, social world, and natural environment; 

ii. instruction and repeated practice in critical reading and thinking, in writing and 
oral presentation, and the use of information;  

iii. experience in quantitative reasoning and communication about quantitative concepts;  
iv. experience in the process of ethical decision making across a variety of perspectives and 

fields;  
v. exposure to experimental and theoretical approaches to understanding human culture 

and behavior, scientific knowledge, and methods of research.  
b. When seminar leaders develop course proposals we also ask them to answer the question: 

How will this course support the seminar format?  University Seminars should revolve 
around discussion and writing; they can include experiential learning, collaborative work, 
projects, and oral presentations.  

 
2. Copies of Speak: How to Talk to Classmates and Others, A Primer on Oral Presentation by William 

Doll (additional copies available through SAGES office) 
 
3. ESS Student Workshops on “Powerful Presentations” – for more information, contact Van Bray 

van.bray@case.edu or visit: https://ess.case.edu/education/resources/presentation.html.  
 
4. English 398 (Professional Communication for Engineers) is a SAGES Departmental Seminar and 

integrates oral presentations into two of its three major assignment units: 
a. In the first unit, students research a Case Engineering Professor’s work and argue for its 

increased/continued funding.  For this unit, students work as groups.   Written assignments 
include an annotated bibliography on the research, an interview with the professor, and a 
recommendation report memo.  Then, as groups, they present their argument for funding to a 
general audience.  The presentation is twenty minutes in length and includes a question 
answer period. 

b. In the second unit, students prepare formal independent research/product proposals.  These 
are individual projects in which they select their audience and ask that audience (usually a 
professor or a company) for some sort of support (funding, mentoring, etc.).  Written 
assignments include a proposal topic memo, a literature review, a status report, and the 
formal proposal.  They then present their proposal contents orally in a seven minute 
presentation that includes a question answer period.  This presentation is also for a general 
audience of their peers, whereas the proposal may be more technical in its approach since the 
audience may be an expert in the field. 

c. For more information, contact Eve McPherson and/or any of the English 398 instructors. 
 

Pedagogy Discussion – Speaking & Writing in SAGES Courses 
 

1. How are oral communication & presentation skills being taught in SAGES seminars? 
 

2. What connections are (or can be) made between oral communication skills and other writing/reading 
assignments in SAGES seminars (and other courses)? 

 



Writing Program Announcements 
 
1. Reminder that “CoW” (Committee on Writing) members are valuable resources for you and your 

SAGES faculty collaborators – we’re all willing to help brainstorm/strategize/troubleshoot, 
specifically: 

a. Jessica Gerard (jeg84@case.edu) –English as a Second Language Writing 
b. Sean Thomas Dougherty (std12@case.edu) – Writing Foundations 

(basic/developmental/under-prepared academic writers) 
c. Eve McPherson (eam64@case.edu) – Professional/Technical Communication (for Engineers) 
d. Erika Olbricht (exo37@case.edu) – SAGES Instructional Coordinator 
e. Megan Swihart Jewell (msj18@case.edu) – Writing Resource Center Director 
f. Kim Emmons (kke1@case.edu) – Director of Composition 
g. Danny Anderson (dpa4@case.edu) – Assistant to the Writing Programs 
h. If in doubt, just email writing@case.edu  

 
2. Writing Resource Center Announcements 

a. Last call for the IWCA Conference 
b. WRC Excellence in Consulting Award Nomination/Evaluations 
c. Writing Idol Contest Judges, Volunteers, & Audience Members Needed (see Megan) 
d. Peer Evaluation Progress Report 
 

3. ESL Announcements 
a. Successful first edition of the Teaching ESL Writing Certificate Workshop 
b. ENGL 202 Academic Writing (ESL) Course for students 

(May 10-27, M-F 9:30-12:00) 
 

4. Teaching Ethnographic Writing Workshop Announcement 
a. Thursday, March 25, 11:30-1:00, Guilford 223  
b. Contact Sean Thomas Dougherty for more information 
 

5. SAGES Lecturers – Portfolio Meetings Update 
 

6. Scheduling Forms & Process for next academic year (note these forms are not part of the 
reappointment or hiring process, but are informational) – when/if your schedule needs change, please 
notify Danny/Erika/Kim as soon as possible! 

 
Writing Week Events (April 7 – April 27) 
 
1. Draft Schedule of Events (see also: case.edu/narrative for ISSN Conference information) 

 
2. Need a volunteer (or volunteers) to write up an article for the Alumni Newsletter – this text will also 

be published on the WW website, but we’re not doing individual event reviews this year! (See Kim) 
 
3. Need a volunteer to be official WW photographer and coordinate getting photos of all major events 

(CSW has a digital camera for this purpose). (See Kim) 
 

4. Celebration of Student Writing (Friday, April 16) – send final registration forms to Mark Bassett 
by/before Monday, March 22, 5:00 p.m.!!  (Email Mark Bassett mxb208@case.edu for more 
details!) 

 
5. Don’t forget the Writing Program Awards Reception (April 27, 3-5 p.m., Guilford Dining Room & 

Parlor, 1st Floor) – Food! Fun! Awards! 



 
Note from Pedagogy Discussion 
 
Successful development of students’ oral communication skills depends on how well those skills are 
integrated with the rest of the course and, especially, with the writing assignments.  SAGES writing 
instructors1 have had successes with the following: 
 

• Requiring a formal written component for every oral presentation (1 page, including an abstract 
and a script or other formal written summary of the material to be presented) – Susan Dominguez 

• Format presentations like an academic conference (with q&a expected) and use the students’ 
research papers as the source for presentations – MaryBeth Wetli 

• Early-in-the-semester “Personal Memoir” presentations (7 minutes each) make a good way to 
foster community in FSEMs – Kristine Kelly 

• In a group presentation where each group member is responsible for a single article, the group 
produces a single abstract and presents it orally to the class – Tracey Hallman 

• Foster a sense of audience, e.g., pitch a community program to your local congressman to support 
inner-city children – Tracey Hallman 

• Each day, have a single student give a short (5 minute) presentation to start off the discussion (as 
opposed to long blocks of presentations) – Chris Strathman 

• If students are responsible for presenting oral summaries of material for discussion each day, 
have them additionally: connect the assigned material to something outside of class, and include a 
class activity (e.g., freewriting, survey, etc.) – Katherine Clark 

 
Additional Advice for talking with Seminar Leaders about Oral Communication Projects: 
 

• Consider the goals of the assignment first – then determine whether the format of the oral 
presentation is the best way to meet those goals  

• Provide multiple opportunities to students for developing the skills of oral communication 
• Consider the many different genres of oral communication – classroom discussion starter (as 

distinct from discussion moderator/facilitator), formal presentation (with or without visuals/PPT), 
question-and-answer sessions, “pitches” versus “reports”… 

 
 
Additional Announcement 
 
Judith Olson-Fallon & Jessica Gerard shared with us that in Fall 2010, ESS and the ESL Writing Program 
are planning to pilot a group of peer conversation tutors (parallel to the SAGES Peer Writing Crew) to 
facilitate conversation groups and individual tutoring in speaking for ESL students.  Stay tuned for more 
on this exciting development!  

                                                 
1 My apologies to those whose comments and/or names don’t appear in these hasty notes – this is the best of what I 
can decipher from what I wrote down as we talked.  Thanks to all for a lively and productive discussion! 



















   
 
Co­Sponsored by SOURCE &  
HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
                             INTERSECTIONS 

 
 
Celebration of Student Writing 

 
Friday, April 16, 2010 

11 am – 3 pm 
Adelbert Gym 

 
Celebrate undergraduate research, writing 
& creativity in SAGES and other courses! 
 
Games, food, interactive displays, posters, 
blue ribbons, music, readings, graffiti, fun! 
 

 
Presenters: Why not invent new ways to excite and engage those who might visit Adelbert Gym? 
                   You never know who might be planning to stop by and celebrate with you! 
 
 

 
 
     Some students will choose to 
read a paper. However, most 
University Seminars communicate 
their ideas via a different medium. 
 
     For ideas—or to register your 
class—please visit our website: 
www.case.edu/writingweek 

 

      
     In 2009, displays were also hosted by 
  

• Sigma Tau Delta (the 
International English Honors 
Society),  

• the Observer,  
• the Athenian,  
• Case Review,  
• Discussions,  
• the Common Book Reading 

Selection Committee,  
• & other organizations.  

 
     If your group’s members care about 
undergraduate-level writing, research, and 
creativity, please join us! 

 
To discuss your ideas 
about adding a new 
feature to the 2010 
Celebration, email 
mark.bassett@case.edu  

 

 

 

 
Think spring! 

      Refreshments will be served. 
  

 
 

               Please join us…   
                  and bring a friend!  

 
Photographs courtesy of Kurt Koenigsberger. 

 
 




