Updated  Feb 28, 2011
USSY 2871, Spring 2011 

MWF, 10:30 – 11:20

Gary Lee Stonum, Guilford 315, 368-3342
Office hours, M and W, 12:00 noon – I:00pm  : Email: gary.stonum@case.edu
Postmodernism(s)

Policies procedures peripherals
Course aims: 
1. Broadly, you will enhance your ability to analyze arguments, images, and representations, understand how the “medium” and the “message” of such things interact, and respond intelligently to the views about such things others may hold.  Especially with narrative fiction and film but also with stuff that makes bolder truth claims.  
2. You will learn how better to reflect on your place in history as it has been represented and/or whether this matters.   More bluntly, why should you be a part of a generation, X, Y, or Z and how does or should recent and not-so-recent cultural history shape your place in the world?  Or anyone’s?
3. You will learn more about how and why many think that much has changed since (take your pick:  the end of World War Two, the events of ’68, the beginning of the Web, 9/11, the release of Buckaroo Banzai [insert other cult film or novel here], the fall of the Berlin Wall, et cetera), and why they even propose that that last half century or so marks a notable change, enough to designate the time as a specific epoch called postmodern.
4. You will enhance your ability to gather information from diverse sources, organize it coherently, and present in written, professional form what you have found and determined.
5. U will lern to rede and rite even more good than b/4.
Readings:  
Read the assignments before the class at which we begin to discuss them.  In the course of your reading, above and beyond whatever note-taking you find useful, mark anything you find obscure, objectionable or in need of discussion and be ready to bring those puppies up in class.
Classroom and course protocols:
Attendance is required; this is a seminar and ipso facto cannot be pursued in absentia.   If you must miss a session, email the instructor as long before or as soon after as is possible.

Many sessions, especially when we begin a new reading, will start with questions and reactions to the day’s reading.   Please be ready to ask about anything puzzling in the reading or to propose matters we need to discuss.
No point in your being here if you do not plan to follow the rules (Case’s and the world’s) about intellectual honesty.   Some of this is actually a topic within postmodern thinking—intellectual property, the idea of plagiarism, etc.—but you are not allowed to put any of the ambiguities into practice until after you finish this course.   Not even then, really.
Each or both of the two shorter papers may be rewritten, in which case the new paper’s grade will replace the first one.   
Writing assignments
Three papers are required, each in MS Word or Open Office equivalent, 12 point font, left justified only.  You will also be required to post at least one discussion question/reaction statement on Blackboard, and you are much encouraged to continue on Blackboard the discussions we have in class.

Paper 1, 4-5 pages:  summarize Lyotard’s arguments for an audience that has not read his book.   
Paper 2, 4-5 pages:  identify a contemporary artifact, phenomenon, etc as interestingly and distinctively postmodern (or egregiously not so) and explain how and why this is the case.

Paper 3, 10-12 pages:  research paper on any topic relevant to postmodernism, preferably one in which you synthesize information on the topic.   Sample topics forthcoming.
Grades:  
More holistic than mathematical, but this is the general breakdown among assignments and activities.  Note that you must complete each of these in order to pass the class; in other words, a zero in any of the four will result in a failing grade for the course.

15%:   attendance, class participation, quizzes (heh heh, as Pynchon would write: these are unannounced and depend utterly on whether everyone is keeping up with the reading), and Blackboard participation

20%:  1st paper

20%:  2nd paper

45%:  research paper (including the required proposal)
Required texts
Kevin Hart, Postmodernism:  A Beginner’s Guide, Oxford:  Oneworld, 2004. isbn 1851683380.

Steven Connor, Postmodernist Culture:  An Introduction to Theories of the Contemporary, 2nd ed., London: Blackwell, 1997, isbn 0631200525.

J.-F. Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition:  A Report on Knowledge, U of Minnesota P, isbn 0816611734.
John Barth, The End of the Road, Random House, ibsn 0385240899 (volume includes The Floating Opera)
Don DeLillo, White Noise, Penguin Viking Critical edition, isbn 01402749

Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern, Harvard UP, isbn 9780674947396.
[Blade Runner, director’s cut DVD; available on reserve but not ordered at the bookstore]
 

Texts to be supplied by the instructor on Blackboard or available on reserve 
Jorge Luis Borges, “Pierre Menard, Author of Quixote” and “The Library of Babel”

Tim O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” and “How To Tell a True War Story”

Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electrical Sheep
Calendar of readings and assignments
	
	Week One, in which we watch cartoons and learn of the two strands of postmodernism and start to ask where are the women
	

	Jan 10
	
	

	Jan 12
	In class view “Duck Amuck” and ponder meta-discourse
	

	Jan 14
	In class view “What’s Opera, Doc” and ponder high culture versus low
	Voting and proposals for last text begin

	
	Week Two
	

	Jan 17
	MLK day, no class
	

	Jan 21
	Lecture on art history/historicism 
	

	
	
	

	Jan 24
	CMA gallery tour
	

	Jan 26
	Read Borges, “Pierre Menard” and “The Library of Babel”
	Discussion question from Phillips Baik

	Jan 28
	Read O’Brien, “The Things They Carried” and “How to Tell a True War Story”
	Discussion question from Henry Barr

	
	
	

	Jan 31
	Read Hart, chapter 2 and Connor, chapter 1 and 4
	Discussion question from Vik Bhatnagan

	Feb 2
	Read Lyotard
	

	Feb 4
	Read Hart, chapter 1, Connor chapter 2
	Dicussion question from Emilie Durham

	
	
	

	Feb 7
	Read Hart, chapter 3; Recommended, Connor chapters 8 and 9
	Draft of Lyotard summary due

	Feb 9
	Paper workshops
	

	Feb 11
	Paper workshops
	

	
	
	

	Feb 14
	Read Barth’s End of the Road, chapters 1-6
	Paper 1 (Lyotard summary) due at noon

	Feb 16
	Barth, chapters 7-12
	Discussion question from Danny Guan

	Feb 18
	
	

	
	
	

	Feb 21
	Delillo, part 1
	

	Feb 23
	Delillo, parts 2 and 3
	Discussion question from Richard Lee

	Feb 25
	
	Discussion question from Meredith Miller

	
	
	

	Feb 28
	Finishing DeLillo after snow days
	

	Mar 2
	View before class:  Blade Runner

	Discussion question from Karch Petersen

	Mar 4
	Continue Blade Runner discussion
	Final voting/decision on last text 

	
	Spring Break
	

	
	
	

	Mar 14
	Read Latour, We Have Never Been Modern, chapters 1
	Brainstorming topics for second paper (post to Blackboard before class)

	Mar 16
	Latour, chapter 2
	Discussion question from Kelli Watson

	Mar 18
	Latour, chapter 3-4
	Discussion question from Nick Weaver

	
	
	

	Mar 21
	Latour, chapter 5
	2nd paper due
Workshop rubrics, proposal issues

	Mar 23
	No class: paper workshops
	

	Mar 25
	No class: paper workshops
	

	
	
	

	Mar 28
	No class, paper workshops
	Proposals due on Blackboard for 3rd paper

	Mar 30
	Read Connor, chapters 3, 5, 6 and 7
	Discussion question from Richard Lee

	Apr 1
	Read Hart, chapters 4 and 5
	Discussion question from anyone who has missed doing one

	
	
	

	Apr 4
	Doing research, likely to meet in library
	

	Apr 6
	Conferences on paper proposals
	

	Apr 8
	Conferences on paper proposals
	

	
	Week Thirteen
	

	Apr 11
	Read the last text we have chosen
	

	Apr 13
	
	

	Apr 15
	
	

	
	Week Fourteen

	

	Apr 18
	So what is postmodernism, anyway?
	Draft of final paper due

	Apr 20
	Workshop on drafts
	

	Apr 22
	Workshop on drafts
	

	
	Week Fifteen

	

	Apr 25
	Workshop on drafts
	

	
	
	

	Apr 29
	
	Final paper and any rewrites due by 5 pm


