ENGL 517, Fall 2010

Gary Lee Stonum, 368-3342, gary.stonum@case.edu
315 Guilford, Office hours:  TTh, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm (except for department meetings in this hour)

Updated September 5, 2010

Syllabus:   ENGL 517, Emily Dickinson

Overview:

This course serves two overlapping aims.   For those students keen (or ready to be) on Emily Dickinson, verse, 19th century American literature, or American poets the aim will be, d’oh, an intensive study of one of the nation’s most acclaimed poets.   We will examine her key poems, study the biographical and historical contexts of her writing, and survey the chief criticism her writing has inspired.   You will be able to claim a certain expertise.   Indeed, you will be asked to share that expertise by submitting a paper for the next major scholarly conference on Dickinson (Washington, D.C., 2013).

For students less invested in Dickinson (but just you wait!), the aim will be to illustrate the variety of scholarly approaches available for study of a canonical writer and, more importantly, to demonstrate how a serious scholar ‘works up’ such an author, i.e. acquires the needed information and context in order to claim reasonable expertise and thus be equipped to enter into the scholarly discourse.  Time and interest permitting, we will also reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of an “author and works” approach to literary studies and on the matter of how and why Dickinson recently, some would say belatedly, acquired the status of a central, canonical author.    

Note that the course is divided into three parts:  first, we read and discuss a lot of Dickinson’s poems, next survey the leading scholarship on her writings, and finally examine her letters and the now standard biography of her life.

Required Texts:

The Poems of Emily Dickinson:  Reading Edition, R.W. Franklin, ed., Harvard UP, 978-0674018242.

Selected Letters of Emily Dickinson, Thomas H. Johnson, ed., Harvard UP, 978-0674250703. 

Alfred Habegger, My Wars Are Laid Away in Books:  The Life of Emily Dickinson, Modern Library, 978 0812966015.

The Emily Dickinson Handbook, G. Grabher, R. Hagenbuchle, and C. Miller, eds., U of Mass P, 978 1558494886.

Recommended or review texts (not in bookstore)

Trying to Think With Emily Dickinson, Jed Deppman, U of Massachusetts P, 2008.

Emily Dickinson:  Monarch of Perception, Domhnall Mitchell, U of Massachusetts P, 2000.

Dickinson’s Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading, Virginia Jackson, Princeton UP, 2005.

Emily Dickinson:  A Poet’s Grammar, Cristanne Miller, Harvard UP, 1987.

Nimble Believing: Dickinson and the Unknown, James McIntosh, U of Michigan P, 2000 or Emily Dickinson: Strategies of Limitation, Jane Donahue Eberwein, U of Massachusetts P, 1985.

Lives Like Loaded Guns:  Emily Dickinson and Her Family’s Feuds, Little, Brown, 2010 or White Heat:  The Friendship of Emily Dickinson and Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Brenda Wineapple, Knopf 2008.

Course procedures

Day to day

Early on we will mainly scrutinize specific poems, the choice of which ones to consider depending partly on student interest and concern and much on the instructor’s favorites and the overlap with poems that have most attracted critical interest.   The aim here is for everyone to get up to speed about how to read Dickinson’s poems and how/whether to link one poem to another.    Students should come to class with observations about the assigned poems and especially with candidates for closer attention.

Note that for each of the early weeks a large number of poems are assigned.   You will need to read all of them, deciding for yourself which most repay sustained care.  However, one of the distinctive things about Dickinson is the difficulty of distinguishing between “major” and “minor” or “strong” and “weak” or “typical” and “uncharacteristic” poems.

Later, as we acquire more context, we will continue to look at specific poems, often for a 2nd or 3rd time, and be more concerned about how a poem connects to Dickinson’s arguably larger concerns.   

In class sessions at which a report it scheduled we will normally hear the report first and then go on to the issues, poems, or themes that it highlights.

Writing assignments

1.  Two explications of Dickinson poems, circa 700 words each, to be posted to Blackboard

2.  A scholarly book review of an important critical or biographical work, circa 4-6 pages, 900-1400 words.   For older materials, this would be a backward glance o’er travel’d roads.

3.  A conference-length paper (10 – 14 double-spaced pages) on any Dickinson-related topic or on some other topic related to author studies, American poetry, women writers, etc.   “Other topics” need approval by the instructor.   You are invited, nay commanded, to submit this paper for the 2013 EDIS international conference

4.  At least three unscheduled postings to Blackboard about any Dickinson-related topic, including at least one response to someone else’s post.   

Grading

More holistic than mathematical, but here’s a rough breakdown to help you decide where to put your efforts.

Conference paper:  50%

Book review: 20%

Explications: 20%

Blackboard and classroom contributions: 10%

Calendar of readings, assignments, and activities:

	Week One
	

	Aug 24


	Intro and overview of Dickinson studies

	Aug 26
	Packet of poems # 1

Assigning and scheduling reports



	
	Poems, mostly naked

	Week Two
	

	Aug 31
	

	Sept 2
	

	Week Three
	

	Sept 7
	Packet #2

	Sept 9
	History of Dickinson criticism

	
	

	Week Four
	

	Sept 14
	Packet #3



	Sept 16
	Institutions and editions

	
	

	Week Five
	

	Sept 21
	Packet #4

	Sept 23
	

	
	

	Week Six
	

	Sept 28
	Packet #5



	Sept 30
	Influences and heirs

	
	

	Week Seven
	

	Oct 5
	Packet #6

	Oct 7
	

	
	Scholarship and criticism

	Week Eight
	

	Oct 12
	From the Handbook, essays by Hagenbuchle, Weisbuch, Crumbley, Miller, and Raab



	Oct 14
	Kate: review of Cristanne Miller

	
	

	Week Nine
	

	Oct 19
	Fall break, no class

	Oct 21
	From the Handbook, essays by Smith, Cameron, Farr, and Juhasz

	
	

	Week Ten
	

	Oct 26
	From the Handbook, essays by Messmer, Stonum, Dickie; from the Cambridge Companion, essays by Bennett and Juhasz/Miller



	Oct 28
	Olivia:  review of Virginia Jackson

	
	

	Week Eleven
	

	Nov 2
	From the Handbook, essays by Ackmann, Salska; from the Cambridge Companion, essays by Mitchell and Reynolds

	Nov 4
	Scott: review of Jed Deppman

	
	Life and letters

	Week Twelve
	

	Nov 9
	Habegger, chapters 1, 4, 5,6, 8, 9 and 10 (read 3, 4 and 7 if time)

Letters, 1,3,13,16,18, 22, 27, 29, 34, 36, 43, 49, 52, 56, 59, 6, 73, 77, 85, 93, 94, 97, 107, 116, 133, 153, 173, 176, 179, 184, 185

	Nov 11
	

	
	

	Week Thirteen
	

	Nov16
	Habegger, chapters 11,12,13, 15, 16 (read 17 if time)

Letters, 187, 190, 193, 195, 208, 209, 219, 222, 225, 233, 238, 248, 248a, 249, 250, 251, 260, 265, 268, 269, 271, 277, 280 290, 291

	Nov 18
	

	
	

	Week Fourteen
	

	Nov 23
	Habegger, chapters 18, 19, 21, 22 (read 20 if time; if lots of time read Sewall’s Life of Emily Dickinson)

Letters 389, 391, 412, 413, 418, 438, 444, 44a, 450, 457, 459, 459a, 559, 560, 562, 573a, 573b, 573d, 564, 675, 757, 779, 813, 813b, 842, 868, 899, 972, 1046

	Nov 25
	Thanksgiving, no class

	Week Fifteen
	

	Nov 30
	Proposal due for conference paper

	Dec 2
	

	
	Workshops, tba

	
	Conference papers due, tba


Packet #1 poems (mainly concerning art, style, and poetics):  68, 99, 117, 123, 146, 178, 179, 229, 238, 256, 277, 278, 282, 285, 348, 357, 369, 381, 401, 401, 414, 436, 445, 446, 448, 458, 466, 475, 519, 533, 536, 549, 557, 569, 500, 580, 590, 600, 620, 627, 700, 772, 776, 786, 797, 853, 905, 913, 928, 930, 953, 982, 1048, 1090, 1112, 1118, 1134, 1158, 1243, 1263, 1268, 1286, 1353, 1373, 1376, 1388, 1457, 1511, 1515, 1579, 1593, 1689, 1715, 1725.

Packet #2 poems (mainly having to do with faith, death, and the divide between heaven and earth):  16, 34, 39, 77, 78, 120, 124, 129, 132, 187, 236 259, 283, 284, 317, 342, 355, 365, 373, 390, 413, 415, 431, 479, 500, 521, 522, 525, 560, 568, 581, 591, 601, 623, 653, 670, 686, 690, 691, 710, 711, 725, 743, 782, 789, 814, 820, 830, 838, 854, 855, 887, 890, 916, 973, 978, 1000, 1001, 1021, 1027, 1092, 1100, 1119 1125, 1144, 1189, 1206, 1210, 1212, 1223, 1226, 1239, 1240, 1250, 1277, 1279, 1280, 1288, 1314, 1325, 1332, 1342, 1397, 1421, 1435, 1440, 1459, 1470, 1486, 1500, 1537, 1564, 1573, 1577, 1581, 1584, 1598, 1616, 1624, 1625, 1627, 1641, 1668, 1675, 1752.

Packet #3 poems (mainly having to do with nature):  23, 44, 54, 90, 104, 122, 257, 291, 319, 320, 359, 523, 558, 571, 578, 595, 604, 610, 621, 669, 696, 721, 778, 811, 843, 875, 895, 911, 935, 962, 1014, 1020, 1022, 1038, 1042, 1078, 1096, 1099, 1122, 1150, 1152, 115, 1160, 1161, 1190, 1193, 1213, 1222, 1245, 1261, 1275, 1297, 1313, 1328, 1342, 1348, 1357, 1369, 1372, 1380, 1393, 1408, 1416, 1433, 1457, 1484, 1488, 1489, 1490, 1596, 1618, 1664, 1779.

Packet #4 poems (mainly having to do with love or with the speaker’s relation to other persons):  5, 133, 124, 161, 185, 194, 205, 221,225, 254, 264, 267, 269, 279, 280, 292, 325, 330,l 333, 356, 387, 395, 418, 426, 451, 452, 454, 470 488, 511, 531, 554, 596 615, 652, 698, 706, 734, 736, 739, 749, 791, 831, 837, 840, 857, 951, 960, 980, 1023, 1033, 1040, 1083, 1138, 1142, 1143, 1184, 1229, 1266, 1269, 1300, 1336, 1351, 1428, 1436, 1517, 1539, 1551, 1664, 1716, 1773.

Packet #5 poems (mainly having to do with self and its powers):  96, 138, 143, 145, 149, 160, 207, 212, 227, 231, 243, 288, 307, 312, 329, 336, 347, 353, 360, 388, 407, 409, 411, 420, 429, 450, 517, 550, 565, 575, 613, 629, 630, 633, 634, 645, 649, 656, 660, 664, 675, 693, 709, 740, 748754, 757, 764, 767, 773, 790, 803, 817, 824, 841, 856, 859, 861, 870, 872, 876, 896, 901, 947, 955, 995, 996, 1050, 1053, 1064, 1072, 1081, 1087, 1107, 1174, 1186, 1196, 1197, 219, 1236, 1253, 1256, 1287, 1311, 1356, 1366, 1404, 1438, 1445, 1448, 1507, 1621, 1636, 1691, 1692, 1742, 1743.

Packet #6 poems (et cetera, including definition and wisdom poems): 87, 93, 100, 109, 201, 203, 240, 314, 339, 340, 372, 383, 425, 440, 453, 477, 504, 508, 515, 529, 539, 543, 552, 561, 579, 584, 588, 598, 612, 646, 647, 654, 720, 730, 747, 755, 760, 770, 775, 781, 836, 858, 864, 865, 899, 910, 945, 963, 984, 988, 991, 1010, 1012, 1044, 1067, 1070, 1089, 1103, 1148, 1171, 1180, 1181, 1220, 1234, 1238, 1247, 1262, 1272, 1282, 1294, 1299, 1335, 1343, 2347, 1354, 1382, 1471, 1482, 1493, 1513, 1540, 1542, 1586, 1602, 1606, 1637, 1730.

