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	Course:


	During the first three or so decades after World War Two a group of mostly male, mostly native-born, and nearly all college-educated novelists and story writers produced the first cultural artifacts widely regarded as somehow “postmodern.”   In this course we will read some of their main works, partly in the context of larger cultural doings in the United States and in the West at the same time and partly in the context of ideas about postmodernism that have emerged during these years and afterwards.

In part our goal is to define the characteristics and assess the value of this fiction and also to explore its place within what, for shorthand, will be called Cold War culture and its aftermath.  However, the course is meant as a research seminar and so will also be driven by the interests of those participating.   The last month of the course will be devoted to reports on other novels than the ones we all will scrutinize and/or on other literary trends from the same period:  postmodern verse, the Beats, the rise of Jewish and African-American literature, the Latin American boom, the continuing influence of late modernism, new journalism, genre fiction, etc.



Steven Connor, Postmodernist Culture, (Blackwell, 2nd ed.,  06312005250)


Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire (Vintage, 0679723420)


Don DeLillo, White Noise, (Penguin, Viking Critical Edition 0140174987)

	Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo, (Scribner's, 0684824779)
Shirley Jackson, Patchwork Girl (Eastgate Systems ,     )

Junot Diaz, The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao (Penguin, 978-1594483295)
Kevin Hart, Postmodernism, (Oneworld, 9781851683383)
Suggested report texts
Criticism and theory:  Linda Hutcheon, Poetics of Postmodernism, Brian McHale, Postmodernist Fiction, Patricia Waugh, Metafiction, J-F Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, Frederic Jameson, The Postmodern Condition (selections:) or 1997 Verso edition of Jameson on Postmodernism,  Jean Baudrillard, Simulations, Richard Rorty, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature or Consequences of Pragmatism, or other approved text.
Novels:  Thomas Pynchon, Gravity’s Rainbow or Against the Day, Philip Roth, The Counterlife, Margaret Atwood, Oryx and Crake, Toni Morrison, Jazz, Peter Carey, Jack Maggs, Charles Johnson, Middle Passage, William Gaddis, The Recognitions or JR, E. L. Doctorow, Ragtime, or other approved text

	

	Assignments, procedures and grading:


	Each student will do two reports to the seminar on texts others may not have read.   The first on criticism and theory should be mainly a 4-5 page summary.   The second, on a novel and also of 4-5 pages, should report to the class how the book does or doesn’t fit with postmodern paradigms as they have been developed in the course.
The final paper for the course, in the 12-15 page range, should normally be an expansion of the novel report but done as an analysis of (some aspect of) the novel in the context of issues discussed in the course.

We will also have a Blackboard site, on which the reports can get posted and on which you are invited to continue or extend the seminar discussions outside the classroom, especially in raising issues we have neglected or developing ideas and issues beyond the time at which we have mainly focused on them.    There is no formal requirement for Blackboard posts.

Grading:   More holistic than mathematical, but roughly 20% for each of the reports, 50% for the final paper, and 10% for classroom and Blackboard contributions.



	The Schedule

	Act I

	Week One
	
	Reading assignments and lecture/discussion topics
	What’s due, besides the reading

	
	W Jan 13
	Intro and overview

Connor, chapter 1 
	

	
	
	
	

	Week Two
	
	
	

	
	W Jan 20
	Pale Fire
	

	
	
	
	

	Week Three
	
	
	

	
	W Jan 27
	Chimera
	

	
	
	Barth, “The Literature of Exhaustion”
Connor, chapter 4
	

	Week Four
	
	
	

	
	W Feb 3
	Nicole on Baudrillard
Jason on Jameson

Miriam on Hutcheson

Dale on Debord
	Reports on theory and criticism I

	
	
	
	

	Week Five
	
	
	

	
	W Feb 10
	No class
	

	
	
	
	

	

	Week Six
	
	
	

	
	W Feb 17
	Discuss report on Debord

Hart, chapters 1-3

Crying of Lot 49
	 

	
	
	
	

	Week Seven
	
	
	

	
	W Feb 24
	Mumbo Jumbo
	

	
	
	Hart, chapter 4
	

	Week Eight
	
	
	

	
	W Mar 3
	White Noise
	

	
	
	Spring Break
	

	Week Nine
	
	
	

	
	W Mar 17
	Patchwork Girl
	

	
	
	Connor, chapter 6-9
	

	Week Ten
	
	
	

	
	W Mar 24
	Oscar Wao
	

	
	
	
	

	

	Week Eleven
	
	
	

	
	W Apr 7
	no class, narrative society conference
	

	
	
	
	

	Week Twelve
	
	
	

	
	W Apr 14
	Reports on other novels
Miriam, The Yiddish Policeman’s Union

Dale, Jack Maggs

Nicole, Oryx and Crake

Jason, House of Leaves
	

	
	
	
	

	Week Thirteen
	
	
	

	
	W Apr 21
	Final novel, with guest appearance from Mary Grimm:
Alison Bechdel, Fun Home
	

	
	F Apr 23
	
	All-but final drafts of final paper due by email to everyone

	Week Fourteen
	M Apr 26
	Workshops on final paper, time and place TBA
	

	
	
	
	

	
	F Apr 30
	Final paper due
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


