Updated March 28, 2007
ENGL 517, Spring 2007
Faulkner Seminar

Calendar of readings and assignments

	
	Readings and other things to do before class
	Activities and starting points for the day.

	
	
	

	Week One Jan 16
	The Sound and the Fury
	Contexts for Faulkner (and other single-author) study

	
	
	

	Week Two Jan 23
	Blotner bio, chapters 1-38, i.e. to end of 1935
	ditto, plus a brief overview of the history of Faulkner scholarship

	
	
	

	Week Three Jan 30
	As I Lay Dying
	More on modernist Faulkner;
Discussion questions from Wells, Danny, and Bernadette

	
	
	

	Week Four, Feb 6
	Absalom, Absalom!
	Faulkner and history
Discussion questions from Michael, Natalija & Ogjnen, Abdullah, and Marie

	
	
	

	Week Five Feb 13
	The Hamlet  


	Faulkner and economy
Discussion questions from Wells, Danny, and Bernadette 

	Week Six Feb 20
	Go Down, Moses
	Faulkner and race
Discussion questions from Michael, Natalija & Ogjnen, Abdullah, and Marie

	
	
	

	Week Seven Feb 27
	Light in August
	Faulkner and women
Discussion questions from Wells, Danny, and Bernadette

	
	
	

	Week Eight Mar 6
	If I Forget Thee, O Jerusalem
	Faulkner without Yoknaptawpha
Discussion questions from Michael, Natalija & Ogjnen, Abdullah, and Marie

	
	
	

	Spring Break
	
	

	
	
	

	Week Nine Mar 20
	
	

	
	read the rest of Blotner’s biography.
From Collected Stories: Golden Land
	overview of stuff we are otherwise neglecting;
initial paper proposals due



	
	
	

	Week Ten Mar 27
	
	

	
	Excerpts by Kartiganer, Minter, Gwin, and Bleikasten from the Norton Sound and the Fury;
From Collected Stories:  As Astra, All the Dead Pilots, That Evening Sun
	report on Fowler by Marie;
recap of The Sound and the Fury and As I Lay Dying

	
	
	

	Week Eleven Apr 3
	Brooks, The Yoknapatawpha Country, pp 295-324 and 426-428; Porter, “Absalom, Absalom!:  Un(making) the Father, pp 168-196 in Cambridge Companion to Faulkner;
“Mississippi” (on Backboard); From Collected Stories:  Red Leavess, A Justice, A Courtship
	report on Kreyling by Wells and on Gray’s Writing the South by Natalija & Ogjnen
recap of Absalom, Absalom! 

	
	
	

	Week Twelve Apr 10
	Matthews, The Play of Faulkner’s Language, pp 162-211;

From Collected Stories:  Barn Burning, Mule in the Yard, Carcassone
	report on Deborah Clarke by Abdullah

recap of The Hamlet and If I Forget Thee, O Jerusalem

	
	
	

	Week Thirteen Apr 17
	Davis, “Object of Property”; From Collected Stories:  Dry September, A Rose for Emily, A Bear Hunt 

	Reports on Weinstein by Bernadette, on Thadious Davis by Michael, and on Railey by Danny;

recap of Light in August and Go Down, Moses 


	
	
	

	Week Fourteen Apr 24
	
	what’s left and what’s right?
final paper drafts due

	
	
	

	Reading Days and Finals Week
	
	

	May 1 or 2
	
	workshops on final papers

	May 7
	
	final paper due, 12 noon


