Updated, February 4, 2009
ENGL 387/487 (WLIT 387/487), Spring 2009 
Gary Lee Stonum, Guilford 315, 368-3342
Office hours: MWF, noon to one
Email: gary.stonum@case,.edu
Literary and Critical Theory

Policies and procedures
Course aims: The course will survey the lively world of modern critical theory, particularly work done in the last three decades of the twentieth century, the Age of High Theory. The primary concern will be to understand and evaluate claims about the nature and function of texts, literary or otherwise.   Such claims often derive from prior ideas about the extra-literary and extra-textual grounds of meaning and value, or so you shall hear argued.
By the end of the course, you should have a fair overview of modern theory, a quickened ability to read and assess criticism, a firm grasp on a few critical positions and schools, and a cannier sense of your own practices and predilections.   
Accomplishing all this will leave you with something less than total mastery. Not to worry. The course is designed as an introduction to ideas, activities, and methods some may wish to explore more fully later on and all are likely to recognize as saturating contemporary artistic and intellectual life.   Once upon a time theory was esoteric.  Now it regularly undergirds both popular and elite cultural production, and it often gets name-checked in both.  
Readings:  Please read the assignments carefully before we begin to discuss them in class.   Graduate students should read all the background readings as well; undergraduates may feel free to pick and choose.
Some readings will be denser or more difficult than others, especially ones from intellectual traditions that you may not have encountered previously.   Feel free to avail yourself of the many, sometimes even useful bluffer's guides that now exist for literary theory.   Most of all, read actively, noting any passages, terms, or ideas that either intrigue or puzzle you, so as to be ready to ask about them in class.   Underline, annotate, or margin-remark anything that strikes you as important, interesting, or baffling.
Classroom procedures:   Nearly every session, especially those in which we take up some new text, will begin with the instructor asking for questions and comments of two overlapping kinds:   a) needed footnotes, i.e. questions about any term, passage, or reference that needs explanation (i.e. those you have marked out in your reading) and b) agenda issues, i.e. matters that deserve deeper scrutiny than just getting straight what the text at hand might be asserting.
Writing assignments
 Undergraduates (those enrolled in 387) will write three reports and graduate students (those enrolled in 487) four.   Each report will summarize articles required or recommended for the class as a whole.  
In four to five pages (800 to 1200 words) you should describe the article's purposes, premises, and key points and perhaps also give some sense of the alternatives it contests or engages.  (Note that you are not obliged to provide a critique, although such analysis is not strictly forbidden either.)  Via the course roundtable (or email, xerox, passenger pigeon etc.) the reports will then get published to the class as a whole and serve as a basis for our classroom discussion.
Depending on enrollment and other variables, the 4th report from 487 students would ideally come from Part I of the Richter anthology, pre-modern theorizing that we will otherwise give short shrift to.  
Word to the wise:  In most cases a competent report will require some research into background and contexts.   Feel free to consult the instructor and to share resources with one another, but do not expect to begin work the night before the paper is due.
Blackboard.com roundtable: Besides papers and class discussion, the public work of the course will include participation in a Blackboard roundtable/chat room/discussion group. You are asked to contribute at least six messages to this roundtable over the course of the semester, including the reports that get posted.  Four of those messages should appear before fall break.
Roundtable messages are normally much more like email messages, chat-room comments, or blog entries than formal papers. Most are likely to be comments and questions about the readings at hand, further thoughts about topics addressed earlier in the course, remarks about subjects neglected or not yet taken up, and responses to what others have had to say in class or on the roundtable. [Previous roundtables for this course have even been the occasion for <shudder> irony and satire.]  The content, format, tone and stance of these messages are up to you. Note that you will be evaluated on whether you contribute, not on what.
In addition to writing messages to the roundtable, you are responsible for keeping up with reading the messages of others. Try to read the new messages at least once a week, if not shortly before each class meeting.
Grades:  Final grades will be assigned holistically rather than mathematically, but for both 387 and 487 roughly a sixth will be based on classroom and Blackboard participation, another two thirds on the reports and the last sixth on a final examination.   And, no, sorry, my lawn does not need mowing, but thank you for asking. 
The final exam will consist of a single, two-part question, on which you should write at least 500 words:  how in retrospect has learning about literary theory changed your views and how, if at all, might you wish the course to have been otherwise.   Exams should be emailed to the instructor, who reserves the right to post them to Blackboard unless specifically instructed otherwise.   The exam is pass/fail; i.e. you must complete the assignment but it does not otherwise affect your grade in the course.
Required texts
[Commercial interlude:   If you purchase your books (or anything else Amazon sells) by starting from http://www.friendsofenglish.org, the Friends of English site has a link to amazon.com), a slice of the proceeds goes to support English Department activities now and in the future.   I.e. it goes directly back to you via more writers and speakers visiting campus and for subsidizing the annual awards banquet and other social events.  However you acquire the books, please use these editions.   Note that if you have an ad block on your browser, the link may not appear.]
· Jonathan Culler, Literary Theory:  A Very Short Introduction, Oxford UP. 2nd edition. Isbn 9780192853837
· David Richter, The Critical Tradition,  3rd ed., Bedford/St. Martin's [includes all articles identified by author and title on the assignment calendar unless otherwise specified] isbn:  9780312415204.
· Robert Dale Parker, How to Interpret Literature:  Critical Theory for Literary and Cultural Studies, Oxford UP, isbn 9780195334708.
 

Texts to be supplied by the instructor on Blackboard 
· Jacques Derrida, "Signature Event  Context," from Margins of Philosophy 
· Paul de Man, "Resistance to Theory" from Resistance to Theory 
· Yonjae-Jung, "The 'Imaginary' Wilson" and "The 'Symbolic' Father" [Case doctoral dissertation, 2000, pp 42-103
Calendar of readings and assignments
	
	Week One

	An overview of theory

	Jan 12
	
	

	Jan 14
	Culler, Literary Theory, chapters 1-3
	

	Jan 16
	Culler, Literary Theory, chapters 4-8
	

	
	Week Two


	Debating reading

	Jan 19
	Holiday, no class
	

	Jan 21
	Parker, chapters 1 and 2

Richter, pp 1-22 and 749-759
	

	Jan 23
	Parker, chapter 11
Recommended:  Dante: from Letter to Can Grande della Scalla
	Brainstorming the first batch of reports

	
	Week Three


	

	Jan 26
	Fish, “How to Recognize a Poem When You See One”
	Reports on Fish by Cassie, and Erin

	Jan 28
	Rabinowitz, “from Before Reading”
	Reports on Rabinowitz by Bryan, Claire, and Paul

	Jan 30
	Culler, “Reading as a Woman” and the attached dialogue
Recommended:  Jauss, “from  Towards an Aesthetic of Reception” and Gadamer “The Elevation of the Historicality of Understanding to the Status of Hermeneutical Principle”
	Reports on Culler by Nick and Devin,

	
	Week Four


	Foundational claims 1:  language

	Feb 2
	Parker, chapter 3 and Richter, 819-826
	

	Feb 4
	Saussure, excerpts in Richter and Bakhtin, “Heteroglossia in the Novel”
Recommended: Barthes, “The Structuralist Activity”
	

	Feb 6
	Additional Bakhtin excerpts to be supplied by instructor
	

	
	Week Five


	

	Feb 9
	Richter, 826-837 and Parker, chapter 4
	

	Feb 11
	Derrida, “Signature Event Context” [to be supplied by instructor] 

Recommended, Derrida, “Difference” and “The Father of Logos”
	Report on “Signature Event Context” by Paul

	Feb 13
	
	

	
	Week Six


	

	Feb 16
	De Man, “Semiology and Rhetoric”

Recommended:  De Man, “The Resistance to Theory” [to be supplied by instructor] 
	Reports on “Semiology and Rhetoric” by Cassie and on “Resistance to Theory” by Devin

	Feb 18
	Recommended:  Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lie in an Extra-Moral Sense”
	Report on Nietzsche by Nick

	Feb 20
	Parker, chapter 5 and Richter 1106-1119
	

	
	Week Seven


	Foundational claims II: mind, body, and sex

	Feb 23
	Yonjae Jung, “The ‘Imaginary’ Wilson” and “The Symbolic Father” [to be supplied by instructor]
Read Poe’s “William Wilson” if you have not encountered it previously
	

	Feb 25
	Recommended: Lacan excerpts in Richter
	

	Feb 27
	Zunshine, “Theory of Mind and Experimental Representations of Fictional Consciousness”
Recommended:  Turner, “Poetry: Metaphor and the Conceptual Context of Invention”
	

	
	Week Eight


	

	Mar 2
	Parker, chapter 6 and Richter, pp 1502-1516
	

	Mar 4
	Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema”
	Report on Mulvey by Erin

	Mar 6
	Kristeva, “Women’s Time”
Recommended:  Kolodny, “Dancing through the Minefield”
	Report on Kristeva by Bryan

	
	Spring Break
	

	
	Week Nine


	

	Mar 16
	Parker, chapter 7 and Richter, pp 1611-1625
Foucault, “from The History of Sexuality”
	Reports on Foucault by Nick

	Mar 18
	Sedgwick, both excerpts in Richter
Berlant and Warner, “Sex in Public”
	Report on Sedgwick by Claire and on Berlant/Warner by Paul

	Mar 20
	Butler, “Imitation and Gender Subordination” and Nussbaum’s rejoinder
	Report on Butler by Devin

	
	Week Ten
	Foundations III:  social and material formations

	Mar 23
	Parker, chapters 8 and 9
	

	Mar 25
	Lukacs, “The Ideology of Modernism” 
	Report on Lukacs by Cassie

	Mar 27
	Williams, “from Marxism and Literature” and excerpts from Marx in Richter
	Report on Williams by Erin
Report on Marx by Nick

	
	Week Eleven


	

	Mar 30
	Althusser,  “from Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses” 
	

	Apr 1
	Baudrillard, “from The Precession of Simulacra” and Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”

Recommended: Horkheimer and Adorno, “from The Culture Industry”
	

	Apr 3
	Jameson, “Postmodernism and Consumer Society”
	

	
	Week Twelve


	

	Apr 6
	Parker, chapter 10
	

	Apr 8
	Anderson, “The Origins of National Consciousness, ”Baym, “Melodramas of Beset Manhood,” and Morrison, “Playing in the Dark” 
	Report  on Morrison by Claire

	Apr 10
	Delueze and Guattori, “What is a Minor Literature”
	

	
	Week Thirteen
	Value and evaluation, aka “is it any good” and “who cares, anyway”

	Apr 13
	Richter, 1320-1339

	

	Apr 15
	Hume, “Of the Standard of Taste” and Hernnstein Smith’s dialogue 
	Report on Hernnstein Smith by Bryan and on Hume by Cassie

	Apr 17
	Bourdieu, “from Distinction”
	Report on Bourdieu by Devin

	
	Week Fourteen

	

	Apr 20
	Guillory, “from Cultural Capital”
	

	Apr 22
	Arnold, “The Function of Criticism at the Present Time” and Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent”
	Report on Arnold by Erin

	Apr 24
	Kant, from Critique of Judgment
Recommended, Longinus, from On the Sublime
	

	
	Week Fifteen

	The Grand Finale

	Apr 27
	In which all those who are worthy learn the double super-secret theorist’s handshake
	

	
	
	

	May 1
	
	Take-home, ungraded final exam and all Blackboard posts or paper rewrites due, 12 noon


