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	Course aims and content:


	During the first three or so decades after World War Two a group of mostly male, mostly native-born, and nearly all college-educated novelists and story writers produced the first cultural artifacts widely regarded as somehow “postmodern.”   In this course we will read some of their main works and a few texts from the next generation, partly in the context of larger cultural doings in the United States and in the West at the same time and partly in the context of ideas about postmodernism that have emerged during these years and afterwards.

Our main goal is to define the characteristics of this fiction and assess its value as art, as a representation of our world, and as a vehicle for personal instruction and delight.   We will also want to explore its place within what, for shorthand, will be called Cold War culture, a culture that includes a number of other literary and artistic trends that do not fit comfortably into postmodern paradigms:  new journalism, the beats, the Black Aesthetic movement, second-wave feminism,   identity politics, and the persistence of a decidedly modernist aesthetic in such major writers as Bellow, Updike, Morrison, and Roth.
One notable but pedagogically challenging feature of this literature and this period is the proliferation of what we will call Behemoth Books:  long and sprawling novels that take in or attempt to summarize an epoch or to establish themselves as an instance of the magnum opus.   In order to sample the phenomenon responsibly and yet fit within a 3-credit and 15-week course, the class will divide into groups, each reporting to the rest of the class on one such novel.    Otherwise, we are generally sticking to the shorter works by our authors.


	Texts:


	Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire [1962],Vintage 0679723420

Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 [1966], HarperPerennial Classics, 978-0060931674 
Georges Perec, A Void  (translation from La disparation [1969] by Gilbert Adair in 1994) Verba Mundi, 978-1567922967
Ishmael  Reed, Mumbo Jumbo, [1972] Scribner's 0684824779)
Don DeLillo, White Noise [1985], Penguin, Viking Critical Edition 0140174987

Richard Powers,  The Echo Maker [2006], Farrar, Straus, 0374146357
Paula Geyh et al. , Postmodern American Fiction,  Norton 039331698X [Note that starred items on the day-by-day schedule indicate a first choice for primary attention that day.]
Steven Connor, Postmodernist Culture, Blackwell, 2nd ed.,  06312005250
Choices for Behemoth Books time:
Thomas Pynchon, Gravity’s  Rainbow [1973] Penguin 0140188592
Georges Perec, Life:  A User’s Manual, [1978, translation 1988], Godine 978-0879237516
Don DeLillo, Underworld [1997],  Scribner 978-0965664127
Mark Danielewski, House of Leaves [2000],  isbn not easy to specify as there are several editions with allegedly crucial minor variants 


	Assignments, procedures, and grading policy:


	Everyone:   For all of the novels except the Behemoths, the initial class will be devoted in part to questions about the book (including the author, the context, and any puzzling references, scenes, etc.) and suggestions about themes and issues for us later to pursue in depth.  From this Your Beloved Instructor (hereinafter YBI) will often suavely segue into an orienting mini-lecture.    From then on, if not from the beginning, the classes will be conducted as seminar-style discussions.    

Attendance at every class is accordingly crucial.   If you must miss a session, notify YBI by email as much before or as soon after the class as possible
For Behemoth Books time, each of you will have chosen one of the approved long novels on which to write a book review, of the same kind that might have appeared on first publication and hence addressed to those who have not (yet) read the book.   The reviews are be in the 750-1000 word range , and they should be posted to our Blackboard roundtable site by the night before the relevant class session.

Each of you will be also asked to provide several responses to our all-class readings, of two paragraphs or so, these designed to initiate or guide our discussion.   The responses should be posted on our Blackboard discussion site by the night before class.  You are also to contribute at least two other messages to our Blackboard roundtable, on any topic of relevance to the course but preferably deriving from our readings and class discussions.   
Grading will be holistic rather than mathematical. but generally it will run like this:

15%:   class discussion and completion of Blackboard postings

15%:   response papers
20%:  Behemoth review

50%:  final paper

For 359:  Writing assignments consist of the Blackboard postings, several response postings, one Behemoth review, and a final paper in the 5-8 page range, preferably on a novel or story you haven’t yet written about.    

For 459:   Writing assignments consist of the Blackboard postings, several response postings, the Behemoth review, and a final paper in the 10-15 page range.   The final paper can either by a study of one of the novels or an examination of a major critical monograph on the period and/or on the topic of postmodernism.   Likely suspects for the latter category include Charles Caramello, Silverless Mirrors; Linda Hutcheon, Poetics of Postmodernism. Brian McHale, Postmodernist Fiction, Patricia Waugh, Metafiction,   J.-F. Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, Frederic Jameson, Postmodernism, or the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism, Jean Baudrillard, Simulations, or Richard Rorty, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature.    Other candidates are welcome.


	The Schedule

	Week One
	
	Reading assignments
	What’s happening and what’s due, besides the reading

	
	M Aug 27
	Pale Fire (at least the preface and the poem)
	Intro to course

	
	W Aug 29
	Pale Fire 
	

	Week Two
	M Sept 3
	Labor day holiday
	

	
	W Sept 5
	Pale Fire
	overview of postwar literary culture and of ideas about the postmodern

	
	F Sept 7
	Pale Fire
	

	Week Three
	M Sept 10
	Crying of Lot 49
	

	
	W Sept 12
	Crying of Lot 49
	Responses from group A (Peter, Nick, Miriam, Jason, Chris T.)

	
	F Sept 14
	Crying of Lot 49
	

	Week Four
	M Sept 17
	White Noise
	

	
	W Sept 19
	White Noise
	Responses from group B (Mike, Rachel R., Wells, Chris M.)

	
	F Sept 21
	White Noise
	Cold War culture

	Week Five
	M Sept 24
	White Noise
	

	
	W Sept 26
	
	Intro to Perec, OuLiPo and European po-mo

	
	F Sept 27
	A Void
	

	

	Week Six
	M Oct 1
	A Void
	Responses from group C (Mary M. Rachel S., Mary A, Hannah)

	
	W Oct 3
	A Void
	genres

	
	F Oct 5
	From Postmodernist Culture, chapters 1 and 4
	

	Week Seven
	M Oct 8
	From Postmodernist Culture, chapters 1 and 4
	

	
	W Oct 10
	*John Barth, Joseph Heller, Kurt Vonnegut from the Norton anthology
	Responses from group A (Peter, Nick Miriam, Jason, Chris T.)

	
	F  Oct 12
	*Tim O’Brien, William Gass, Lynne Tillman  from the Norton anthology
	Responses from group B (Mike, Rachel R., Wells, Chris M.)

	Week Eight
	M Oct 15
	*William Burroughs, *Kathy Acker, Donald Barthelme from the Norton anthology
	Responses from group C (Mary M. Rachel S., Mary A, Hannah)

	
	W Oct 17
	*Gloria Anzaldua, *Sherman Alexie, Art Spiegelman from the Norton anthology
	Responses from group A (Peter, Nick Miriam, Jason, Chris T.)

	
	F Oct 19
	*Michael Joyce <full  version of “Afternoon” to be available in Freedman Center, KSL>,  Paul Auster, Philip Roth from the Norton anthology
	Responses from group B (Mike, Rachel R., Wells, Chris M.)

	Week Nine
	M Oct 22
	Fall break
	

	
	W Oct 24
	J-F Lyotard, Frederic Jameson, Jean Baudrillard from the Norton anthology
	A second glance at Steven Connor on pomo theory

	
	F Oct 26
	*William Gibson, David Foster Wallace, and Grace Paley from the Norton anthology
	

	Week Ten
	M Oct 29
	Behemoth books, Underworld

	Reviews from Hannah, Wells, Chris M., and Rachel R.

	
	W Oct 31
	Behemoth books, Life:  A User’s Manual
	Reviews from Rachel S. and Peter

	
	F Nov 2
	Behemoth books, Gravity’s Rainbow

	Reviews from Mary A., Jason, Nick, Mike, and Chris T.

	

	Week Eleven
	M Nov 5
	Behemoth books, House of Leaves
	Reviews from Mary M. and Miriam

	
	W Nov 7
	Spillover time from Behemothing
	

	
	F Nov 16
	Mumbo Jumbo
	

	Week Twelve
	M Nov 12
	Mumbo Jumbo
	Responses from group B (Mike, Rachel R., Wells, Chris M.)

	
	W Nov 14
	Mumbo Jumbo
	Recommended: the introduction in the Norton anthology

	
	F Nov 16
	The Echo Maker 
	

	Week Thirteen
	M Nov 19
	The Echo Maker
	Responses from group C (Mary M. Rachel S., Mary A, Hannah)

	
	W Nov 21
	The Echo Maker
	

	
	F  Nov 23
	 Thanksgiving holiday
	

	Week Fourteen
	M Nov 26
	The Echo Maker
	

	
	W Nov 28
	Hindsight on theories of postmodernism and general catching up
	

	
	F Nov 30
	 
	Recommended:  Postmodernist Culture, chapters 3, 5, 6 and 7

	Week Fifteen and beyond
	M Dec 3
	Postmodernist Culture

Chapters 8 and 9
	

	
	W Dec 5
	A backward glance over travel’d roads
	Drafts of final 359 papers due

	
	F Dec 7
	Secret post-modern handshake revealed to all who are worthy; Thomas Pynchon’s email  address and other pomo goodies announced to same.
	Drafts of final 459 papers due

	
	
	
	

	
	M Dec 10
T Dec 11

F  Dec 15
	Workshops for 359 papers, time and place TBA
Workshops for 459 papers, time and place TBA

12 noon
	All  final papers and last roundtable posts due


