Patrick Warren
Not McCritical Pedagogy: Will the Real Left Please Stand Up (and Educate)

Or “Critical Pedagogy: From Marx to Foucault [or Derrida or your other favorite “post”
author] and back again.”

Critical pedagogy is a multi-faced educational movement that largely follows from and is
informed by larger the wider leftist theoretical movements within the academy of the past
30-40 years. In brief, critical pedagogy can be seen as a movement liberating education
from the narrow confines of “traditional” education and the constrictive language of
hegemonic schooling. It is largely geared towards the growth of a critical consciousness,
political engagement and radical democracy (or at least the possibility there of) and in its
more radical versions the overthrow of the capitalist system itself.

Key predating figures include: Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci, and John Dewey with Pablo
Freire and his book, Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1970), being the “founders” of modern
critical scholarship. Freiren education adopts a dialogical approach in which knowledge
is not simply imparted from teacher to student, but instead both parties take on both roles.
Though the Freirian model is still proscriptive—something that gets this style of
education in trouble from certain camps on the left (and right)—this proscription is
necessary for radical liberation to take place, the hallmark of critical pedagogy.

Importan US scholars are: Ira Shor, Stanley Aronowitz, Henry Giroux and most recently,
Peter McLaren. The last is (possibly) most important currently and a visit to his website:
http://www.gseis.ucla.edu/faculty/pages/mclaren/ rev, reaveals the strong neoMarxist
leanings of this group. This brand of neoMarxism tries to incorporate insights from both
traditional Marxist thought, e.g. the importance of the material and a general
base/superstructure model for looking at the world, with important additions from “post”
scholarship.

Assignment:

“The Corporate University”: As we have been/will be reading, the corporate
fingerprint heavy on the campuses of educational institutions across the country. For this
assignment, you are to examine the impact of the corporate presence on your educationy
Do this by locating example/s/ of corporatization of education (these can be from your
current or past educational experience), describing them, and critiquing their effect on
your education experience.

N.B. A critique can either be positive or negative and a good critique does not simply
provide a superficial reading, but is one that is able to challenge the fundamental nature
of that which is being critiqued.
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