Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) / Writin

Introduction and Key Concepts'

* WAC'’s evolution is linked to the changing place
of writing in the educational system.

* Faculty dialogue is the crux of WAC’s success.

» “Writing to learn” and “writing to communicate”
are complementary, not opposing, goals.

in the Disciplines (WID

Pedagogical Applications?

» Faculty collaboration (Writing Consultants and
Team Teaching)
» Writing Center (Peer Tutors, TAs, Faculty)
* Non-evaluative, supporting environment
 Raises awareness of WAC on campus

Historical Timeline of WAC/WID -- 1870s to the Present?®

1870s

Written papers and exams replace oral exams
and recitations. Secondary and higher education
organized by divisions into disciplines.

1890s

Progressive education movement is born. Most
reformers fought the dominance of the disciplines.
John Dewey, however, did not promote the
fight against the disciplines; he believed in the
importance of disciplinary knowledge along with
language instruction.

1900

Two major views of writing emerge: “Elementary
transcription skills unrelated to disciplinary activity,”
and “A belletristic art, the product of genius of
inspiration rather than the mundane social and
professional activity of the disciplines.” However,
most of the writing actually done by students and
professionals fell somewhere in the middle.

1940s

Objective tests replace written exams. Disciplinary
specialization marginalizes writing, which is
based on the “skills model” (any training past the
elementary level is remedial).

1947-1964

Prose Improvement Committee organizes at the
University of California at Berkeley.

1960s

Fundamental shifts occur in higher education as
enrollment increases and previously excluded
populations attend college via open enrolment.

1966

Dartmouth  Seminar promotes experience-
centered “awareness” over disciplinary knowledge.
Many future WAC leaders attend and bring ideas
to U.S.

1972

Kenneth Bruffee’s program of undergraduate peer
tutoring begins at Brooklyn College. Awriting lab is
staffed with peer tutors from many disciplines.

1974
Results of the National Assessment of Educational
Progress test spawns demand for writing education
reform. British research is modeled, including
James Britton’s classification of discourse
(transactional, expressive, and poetic).

1975
Barbara Walvoord’s faculty seminars, at Central
College, receive federal funding. These seminars
aim to increase inter-disciplinary dialogue.

1977

Elaine Maimon (Beaver College) and Toby
Fulwiler (Michigan Tech)launchwriting workshops,
and soon the “grassroots pedagogical reform
movement” spreads to colleges across nation.

1980s

WAC continues despite budget cuts; cooperative
relationships among the disciplines are key.

1990s - present

Technological advances such as multimedia com-
posing expand definition of “writing.” Interdisciplin-
ary specialties make general disciplinary distinc-
tions inaccurate. Service learning, which grew up
at the same time as WAC (since the 1970s), links
community service with writing; students can go
beyond writing about their service and do service
with their writing. “Writing in the Course” (WIC) may
be more appropriate than “WID”; frees courses of
disciplinary definitions and gives each individual
class more autonomy. Differences between school
and community blur. WAC will not die but rather
adapt to societal needs.*
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Notes
1--For further discussion: “The Pedagogy of Writing Across the Curriculum,” Susan McLeod.
2--For additional pedagogical applications and suggestions: “The Writing Center and Tutoring in WAC Programs,” Muriel Harris, and “The
Writing Consultant: Collaboration and Team Teaching,” Peshe C. Kuriloff.
3--For in-depth history: “American Origins of the Writing-across-the-Curriculum Movement,” David R. Russell.
4--For service learning: “Writing Across the Curriculum and Service Learning,” David A. Jolliffe.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


