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INTRODUCTION

In this report the adaptation of the inhabitants of Limi
Panchayat, Humla District, Karnali Zone will be discussed and the
potential for development in the area assessed. The report which
is based on fieldwork carried out from March to September 1974,
will specifically (1) provide a corpus of basic ethnographic-
ecological data which can be used by planners in HMG to develop
this and other similar high mountain ecosystems located throughout
northern Nepal, "and (2) provide some tentative, yet specific sug-
gestions concerning areas for implementing development.

LOCATION AND PHYSICAL ACCESS

Limi is a high, narrow mountain valley that runs northeast-
southwest and contains three villages, two along the main river
and a third a short way up one of its tributaries. The three vil-
lages from east to west are called Tsang (mdzang), Alzhi (wa rtse),
and Til (til) and are respectively 12,900', 12,100' and 12,700' in
elevation.

Although there are several trails linking Limi with the rest
of Nepal, only one of these is completely within Nepalese terri-
tory. This trail runs from Limi, via the approximately 17,000’
Nyalu Pass, to Simikot and the other villages along the Humla
Karnali River and its tributaries (hereafter referred to as the
Humla Karnali ecozone). From Tsang, the closest Limi village, the
trip to Simikot takes anywhere from three to five days on foot
. depending on weather conditions and the nature of the load
carried. During summer when the pass is clear of snow the trail
is easily travelled by animals, but during the winter months
(roughly mid-November to mid-April) it is totally closed to traffic
of any kind.

Two other trails link Limi to Nepal but both these require
transit through Tibet. The most important of these follows the
trail connecting Limi with Purang (Tibet) but veers southwest and
goes via the Tingar Pass on the Tibet-Nepal border back into Nepal
and then to the Darchula area. From Darchula the trail goes into
India and ultimately to Kathmandu via Tanakpur, Lucknow and Raxaul.
This trip takes about twenty days from Limi to Kathmandu and is
the main route used by Limi traders. However, like the Nyalu Pass
trail, it is unusable during the winter months.
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The other route also passes through the Purang corridor but
this time veers southeast over the approximately 16,500" Nara Pass
to the Yari region in the western Humla Karnali River valley. 7t
is infrequently used and is, in any case, impassable during the
winter months.

trading center of Purang. The Purang route is usable all year
round and goes up the Purang valley through the Tibetan villages
of Sher, Kojar, Gangtse, Gajin and Purang (Gongg8 t8). 1t takes
from two to five days, depending on weather and load, to get from
Til to Purang.

The second trail runs north of Limi via the aﬁproximately
18,000" Labcha Pass to the Tibetan "Northern Plain" (changtang)
east of the Manasarowa region. It is the route used by the Limi
vak and sheep herds in their annual moves to and from their winter
basture in Tibet. It is not usable during the winter months but
individuals on foot can sometimes cross the pass during spells of
good weather. It takes roughly one day from Tsang to the pass.

Geographically, then, while Limi is totally cut off from the
rest of Nepal for the winter, access to the Tibetan region of
China exists throughout the year. This situation in a sense
symbolizes Limi's traditional dual orientation. Completely
Tibetan in language and culture, Limi for centuries (going back at
least to the era of the Jumla Malla kings) has politically been a
part of Nepal. 1Ip fact, although Limi traditionally paid "person
tax" (mi khral) to Tibet, it more importantly paid "land tax"

(sa khral) to Nepal. This ambivalent practice ceased, however,
following the 1961 Sino-Nepalese Border Treaty in which it was
settled that Limi is unambiguously an integral part of Nepal.

CULTURAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
0 LRATHIC CONTEXT

The population of the Limi Valley is 791. These inhabitants
comprise an endogamous population which is divided between three
villages. Alzhi, the largest, contains 320 persons. Tsang is
next with 288, and Til is smallest with 183. The Tsang age-sex
pyramid which follows is representative of the other villages.
While this age-sex data does not permit precise delimitation of
population growth rates, when supplemented with socio-cultural
indices it does indicate that the population of Limi isg undergoing
growth. This growth underlies the entire question of development
since it ig already Straining the "traditional™ productive capacity
of the valley., We will return to this question in a later section.

As mentioned earlier, Limi is an area of Tibetan language and
culture. The Lini inhabitants speak a Western Tibetan dialect and
are Buddhists of the Drigung Kadgyupa sect. Clothes, food, rituals
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and both agricultural and pastoral technologies are all typically
Tibetan. However, Limi is a part of Nepal and there is no "con-
flict of interests" on the part of its inhabitants. They see
themselves as Nepalese nationals and do not have a negative atti-
tude at being either a part of a "Hindu Kingdom" or part of a
polity in which Nepali, an alien language, is the national lan-
guage. In fact, the people of Limi are very receptive to Nepali.
Many of them speak Nepali at some level and one, the Pradhan Panch
is able to read and write haltingly. There is considerable in-
terest and support for the teaching of Nepali in the village and
most Limi people would like the present program (where only two or
three weeks of instruction are offered in summer) expanded. The
Limi people unquestionably see HMG as a friendly supporter in
their vision of the future.

SUBSISTENCE ECONOMY: AGRICULTURE

Both agriculture and pastoral nomadism are practiced in Limi,
although agriculture is considered by the inhabitants as the more
basic and more important of the two. In response to questions
comparing the two subsistence modes, Limi people frequently express
this by the comment that "land doesn't die the way yak and sheep
do."

The staple crop in Limi is barley. This accounts for about
95% of the seed sown with mustard and turnip accounting for most
of the remainder. A little wheat is grown in Til and the largest
two or three landowners in Limi plant a few fields with potatoes.
Fields are terraced and irregular in size and shape. One crop is
grown annually during the summer and all agricultural land must be
irrigated. The soil is sandy (detailed soil analysis not com-
pleted) and thus excellent for barley cultivation. Larger land-
olders practice some crop rotation and all people fertilize their
fields with cattle and human manure, the latter composted with
dried leaves and ash. Yeilds vary, of course, in accordance with
the quality of soil, the amount of fertilizer and water used and
the type of care taken in cultivation but on the whole, yields of
fifteen times the seed sown, for example, are not at all uncommon
in Tsang. Crops are sown in mid-May and harvested in mid-
September.

A great deal of the diffigulfy in understanding the overall
adaptation of areas such as Limi stems from the fact that there
are major internal social divisions which have different access
to resources and productive output and consequently different
adaptive strategies. TFor example, the average size of families
varies considerably with social strata of which there are three
in Limi. The highest stratum is called "trongba" and consists of
the families who in theory are the corporate descendents of the
founding families. For the 13 families in this stratum in Tsang
the average size is 8.4 persons. The second stratum is called







