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A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DECONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM 

What Ihab Hassan has s a i d  of c r i t i c i s m  in gen- 
e r a l  seems a l s o  t r u e  of deconstruct ion:  there  a r e  
" p a r a c r i t i c s ,  m e t a c r i t i c s ,  c r y p t o c r i t i c s ,  hypocrit- 
i c s ,  uncanny c r i t i c s , "  and count less  o t h e r s  who 
have cont r ibu ted  t o  the  corpus of t h i s  new c r i t i -  
cism (SCER 6 ,  p.  74). Since 1967, when Jacques 
Derrida f i r s t  publ ished De l a  g r a m a t o l o g i e ,  the  
number of schola rs  using "deconstruc t ive"  warrants  , 
with t h e i r  own v a r i a t i o n s ,  has  grown a t  a  phenom- 
e n a l  r a t e .  With t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  mind, I 
have chosen t o  focus  t h i s  bibliography on e i g h t  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  who have made important contr ibu-  
t i o n s  t o  an American "version" of deconstruct ion:  
Roland Barthes,  Paul  de Man, Jacques Derr ida,  
Eugenio Dona t o ,  Barbara Johnson, J. H i l l i s  Mi l le r ,  
Joseph N .  Riddel,  and William V. Spanos. Their 
work is a l s o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  re levan t  t o  the 1980 MLA 
sess ion  of t h e  Society f o r  C r i t i c a l  Exchange. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  I have included a l imi ted  s e l e c t i o n  of 
reviews, a r t i c l e s ,  and books by schola rs  who have 
commented on, c r i t i q u e d ,  o r  challenged t h e i r  work. 

Each of these c r i t i c s ,  except perhaps Jacques 
Derrida and Barbara Johnson, has s h i f t e d  from ad- 
vocat ing the t r a d i t i o n  of "presence" t o  endorse 
t h a t  of "difference" sometime i n  mid-career . 
Therefore I have l i s t e d  only t h e i r  work a f t e r  such 
a  t r a n s i t i o n .  In  France, l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  began 
t o  turn t o  the deconstruct ive mode i n  the mid- 
1960s, most notably i n  the  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t  
The'orie d'ensemble, which appeared i n  1968 with 
a r t i c l e s  by Barthes, Derr ida,  and other  important 
Te l  Quel c r i t i c s .  I have used t h a t  da te  a s  t h e  
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s t a r t i n g  po in t  of Bar thes ' s  preoccupation with the 
no t ions  of deconstruct ion;  h i s  f i r s t  book explor ing  
those ideas  was =, published i n  1970. Der r ida ' s  
seminal work in deconstruct ion began a s  e a r l y  a s  
1963, i n  a r t i c l e s  which would l a t e r  be published in 
De l a  grammatologie (1967) and L 'Ecr i tu re  e t  l a  
d i f  f  i r e n c e  (1 967) . 

On t h e  American f r o n t ,  most c r i t i c s  turned to 
deconstruct ion in the e a r l y  1970s. J. H i l l i s  
Mil ler  changed camps from Geneva School phenomen- 
ology t o  t h a t  of French deconstruct ion in 1970; 
Paul de Man moved t o  deconstruct ion i n  about 1969 
or  1970, although I have included some of h i s  
e a r l i e r  essays  t h a t  appeared l a t e r  in Blindness and 
Ins igh t  (1971). Barbara Johnson, who s tud ied  with 
de Man from 1973 t o  1977, has  used a deconstruct ive 
o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  her work. Eugenio Donato 
and Joseph Riddel made t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  decon- 
s t r u c t i v e  approaches in 1969-70; William Spanos 
made h i s  i n  1973-74. Spanos' work is a l l i e d  in 
s i g n i f i c a n t  ways with t h e  "deconstructive" ap- 
proaches of Derrida and the  Yale School (de Man, 
Johnson, M i l l e r ) ,  b u t  he is c a r e f u l  t o  p a i n t  out 
t h a t  a s  a "de-structive" a c t i v i t y ,  in the Heideg- 
gerian sense of the word, h i s  approach is substan- 
t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  H e  o u t l i ~ l e s  t h a t  distinction in 
h i s  p re face  t o  Martin Heidegger and t h e  Question 
of L i t e r a t u r e  (1979). 

This  is a s e l e c t e d  bibliography. It amits  a 
nllmber of important f i g u r e s  who have e i t h e r  i n f l u -  
enced o r  con t r ibu ted  t o  deconstruct ion.  Few r e f e r -  
ences a r e  made t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  fo re runners  l i k e  
Nietzsche , Saussure , Freud, Heidegger , or ~ 6 v i -  
S t rauss .  Only a handful of e n t r i e s  mention krcan, 
Foucault,  Kris teva,  Deleuze, Bloom, or  Hartman; the 
same is t rue  of c r i t i c s  such a s  Lyotard, Kofman, 
Laccw-Labar the,  Nancy, and Spivak. This  s e l e c t i o n  

o f f e r s  a s t a r t ,  w i t h  no p r e t e n t i o n s  of exhaust ing 

I have organized t h i s  bibliography s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  f o r  English-speaking readers .  Bar thes ' s  and 

Der r ida ' s  work is  l i s t e d  chronological ly by the  
appearance of t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  with the  
o r i g i n a l  publ ica t ion  information l i s t e d  af terwards;  
un t rans la ted  p ieces  a r e  en te red  separa te ly  with 
f u l l  b ib l iographic  d a t a .  The bibliography is 
divided i n t o  two p a r t s :  (I) the  e i g h t  c r i t i c s '  
work, and (11) s e l e c t e d  c r i t i q u e s  and commentaries. 
Most of t h e  commentaries a r e  i n  English,  a l though 
I have a l s o  included a number of French essays ,  
mostly on Barthes and Derrida.  References t o  

s e l e c t e d  book reviews a r e  l i s t e d  a f t e r  each book; 
re fe rences  t o  o ther  commentaries appear a t  the  end 
of each c r i t i c ' s  sec t ion .  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the  1980 SCE sess ion  and 
J. H i l l i s  Mi l le r  have been most h e l p f u l  i n  sending 
me t h e i r  b ib l iographies ;  I a l s o  thank James Creech, 
Vincent Le i tch ,  Edi th M i l l e r ,  James and P a t r i c i a  
Sosnoski,  Steven Ungar, and the Universi ty  of 
Chicago Press ,  whose suggest ions and a s s i s t a n c e  
were inva luab le .  

This  b ib l iomaphy is dedicated t o  Roland 
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Howard. New York: H i l l  and Wang, 1977. 

thes ,  Roland. 3, ---------- . A Lover ' s  Discourse:  Fragments. 

Books Tr. Richard Howard. New York: H i l l  and Wang, 
1978. (Par i s :  S e u i l ,  1977) [Revs.: 392, 427, ----------. L'Empire d e s  s ignes .  Gensve: 

S k i r a  ( ~ 0 1 1 .  Les  S e n t i e r s  de  l a  c r i a t i o n ) ,  14. ---------- . Arc imboldo. Milan : Franco-Maria 
1970. [Revs.: 408, 4951 ..------- R i c c i ,  1978. . La Re tor ica  Antica. Milan: 5. ---------- . L e ~ o n .  Leson inaugura le  de la 
B~mpian i ,  197-icatim~, c h a i r e  de  sgmiologie l i t t e ' r a i r e  du CollZge de 
No. 16 (19701, 172-223. ---------- France,  prononcie  l e  7 jan.  1977. P a r i s :  

, Marcel B i l l o t ,  and Al f red  Racque- S e u i l ,  1978. [See 1311 
merit. Bernard ~ C q u i c h o t .  Bruxel les :  La con- 16. ---------- . Wilhelm von Gloeden. Napoli: 
na i s sance ,  1973. ---------- Amelia, 1978. . Dialogue avec Jean R i s t a t .  P a r i s :  17. ---------- . The E i f f e l  Tower and Other Mythol- 
E d i t i o n s  f r a n f a i s  r i t i n i s ,  1973. ---------- ogies .  Tr .  Richard Howard. New York: H i l l  

and Ert6. e. Tr. William and Wang, 1979. 
Weaver. Parma: Franco-Maria Ricc i ,  1973. 18. ---------- . sellers Gcrivain.  P a r i s :  S e u i l ,  
[Rev.: 4471 ---------- , e t  a l .  L'Express va p l u s  l o ~  19. ---------- . New C r i t i c a l  Essays. Tr .  Richard 
avec c e s  t h l o r i c i e n s .  P a r i s :  Laf fon t ,  1973. ---------- Howard. New York: H i l l  and Wang, 1980. - S/Z. Tr. Richard Mi l l e r .  New ( P a r i s :  S e u i l ,  1972) [Rev.: 4781 
York: H i l l  a n E a n g ,  1974. (Par i s :  S e u i l ,  
1970). [Revs.: 396, 408, 448, 455, 469, 4953 ---------- Prefaces  . Alors  l a  Chine? P a r i s :  C h r i s t i a n  
Bourgois,  1975. ---------- 20. ---------- . LtAdventure l i t t g r a i r e  de 

The Pleasure  of the  Text. Tr.  
l ' h m a n i t i .  ~y Roger C a r a t i n i .  P a r i s :  Bordas, 

Richard M i l l e r .  New York: H i l l  and Mang, 
1975. (Par i s :  S e u i l ,  1973). [Revs.: 400, 

1970. 
21.  ---------- . "Ce q u t i l  adv ien t  a u  s i g n i f i a n t . "  

458, 4953 ---------- In  Eden, Eden, Eden. By P i e r r e  Guyotat a . Sade, Four ie r ,  Loyola. Tr. P a r i s :  Gallimard ( c o l l .  Le Chemin), 1970- Richard Mi i l e r .  New York: H i l l  and Wang, 22. ---------- . La F u i t e  en Chine (Rend Leys, de 
1976. (Par i s :  S e u i l ,  1971). [Revs.: 372, 4801 ---------- Vic to r  Segalen) .  By Bernard Minoret and 

6 Image-Music-Text. Essays f ram Danie l l e  V6zol les .  P a r i s :  C h r i s t i a n  Bourgois,  
the  1961-73 per iod.  Tr.  Stephen Heath. &~ew 

York: H i l l  and Wang; London: Fontana, 1977. 
1970. 

23. ---------- 
[Revs.: 432, 480, 4881 . Apprent issage en scier ices  s o c i a l e s  
---------- e t  e'ducation permanente. By Roger C a r a t i n i -  . Roland Barthes .  Tr. Richard P a r i s :  E d i t i o n s  ouvrii?res,  1971. 
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24 . - - -- - - - - -- . z i  ad6 By P i e r r e  L o t i .  Parma: 
Franco-Maria &&-;97i . [See 1361 

25 . ----- ----- Exerc ices  s p i r i t u e l s .  By St. 
Ignac io  de Loyola. Tr .  Jean R i s t a t .  P a r i s :  
Union g&n6rale  d 1 6 d i t i o n s ,  1972. 

26. -- ------- - . Bomanv e t  con tes .  By V o l t a i r e .  
P a r i s :  G a l l i n a r d ,  1972 

27 . ------- -- - . 'T)e l a  pa ro le  2 l ' i c r i t u r e . "  
Quel le  C r i s e ?  Q w l l e  s o c i i t i ?  D i r .  Raymond 
Aron, e t  a l .  Grenoble: P r e s s e s  u n i v e r s i t a i r e s  
de Grenoble, 1974, pp, 7-10. [See 971 

28. ---------- . ps pousse-au-jouir du marichal  
~ C t a i n .  By Gerard M i l l e r .  P a r i s :  S e u i l ,  
1975, pp. 5-9. 

29. ---------- . Tr icks .  By Renaud Camus. P a r i s :  - 
Magarine, 1978. 

Essays 

1968 
30 . - - - - --- -- - . "Drame, p o b e ,  roman." T h i o r i e  

d'ensemble. P a r i s :  S e u i l  ( c o l l .  Tel  Q w l ) ,  
1968, pp. 25-40. Rpt. from C r i t i q u e ,  21 
(1965), 591-603. 

31. ---------- . 'Z 'Ecriture de  1 'ivhnement." Corn- 
munications, 12 (1968), 108-12. 

32. ---------- . "L'Ef f e t  de rgel ."  Comunica- 
-, 11 (1%8), 84-89. 

33. ---- ------ . "Flauber t  e t  l a  phrase." Word: 
L i n g u i s t i c  S t u d i e s  Presented t o  Andre Mar t ine t  
on the  Occasion of H i s  S i x t i e t h  Birthday. 
P a r t  Two: Indo-European L i n g u i s t i c s .  Ed. 
Alphonse J u i l l a n d .  24, No. 1-3 (1968), 48-54. 

34. ---------- . "Le on d ' b c r i t u r e . "  Te l  Quel, 
No. 34 (1968). 2%-33. Tr.  in-, 
pp. 170-78. 

35. ---------- . "Linguis t ique e t  l i t t h r a t u r e . "  
Langages, No. 12 (1968), 3-8. 
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Interview by Andr6 Bourin. Les Nouvelles Lit- 
t i r a i r e s ,  5 m a r s  1970, pp. 1, 11. 

48. ---------- . '%'Espri t  de  l a  l e t t r e . "  Rev. af 
La L e t t r e  e t  l ' image,  by Massin. La Quinzaine 
~ i t t e ' r a i r e ,  No. 96, 1-15 j u i n  1970, pp. 3-4. 

49. ---------. U ~ ' ~ t r a n g s r e . "  Rev. of se'gle'iotik6. 
by J u l i a  Kr i s t eva .  La Quinzaine L i t t i r a i r e ,  
No. 94, 1-15 mai 1970, pp. 19-20. 

50. ---------- . '%terview- pa r  Raymond Be1 l o u r  ." 
L e t t r e s  Francafses ,  20 mai 1970. Rpt. i n  & 
l i v r e  d e s  a u t r e s .  P a r i s :  l ' f lerne,  1971, 
pp. 240-59. 

51. ---------- . "La L ingu i s t ique  du discours ."  - 
Sign,  Language,Culture; -, Langage, C u b  
x; Znak, Jezyk,  Kul tura;  Znak, Jazyk, 
Kul ' tura .  Ed. A. J. Greimas, Roman Jakobson, 
e t  a l .  The Hague: Mouton. 1970. DD. 580-84. .., - .. 

52. ---------- . "Masculin, fgminin, n e u t r e . "  
Echanges e t  conununications: mglanges o f f e r t s  - 
5 Claude Lgui-Strauss  5 l ' o c c a s i o n  de son 
so ixan t  i&me a n n i v e r s a i r e  . a. Jean P o u i l l o n  
and P i e r r e  Maranda. The Hague: Mouton, 1970, 
vol .  11, pp. 893-907. 

53. ---------- . "Musica p r a c t i c a . "  e, No. 40 
(19701, 15-17. Ir. i n  e, pp. 149-56. 

54. ---------- . " Par o; commen,er?" Po i t ique .  1 
(1970). 3-9. 

55. ---------- . "To Write: Art I n t r a n s i t i v e  Verb?" 
The Languaats of C r i t i c i s m  and the  Sciences  of 
Man: The S t r u c t u r a l i s t  Controversy. Ed. 
Richard Macksey and Eugenio Donato. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins Univ. P r e s s ,  1970, pp. 134-45. 
Discussion,  p;. 145-56. 

56. ---------- . Le Trois isme s e n s ,  n o t e s  de  
recherche s u r  quelques  photogrammes de S. M. 
E i sens te in . "  Cah ie r s  du  C i n h a ,  No. 222 (1970), 
12-19. Tr.  i n  Image, pp. 52-68. 

57. ---------- . "Vivre avec Four ie r . "  C r i t i q u e ,  
26, NO. 281 (1970), 789-852. 
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58. ---------- . ' " ~ c t i o n  Sequences." P a t t e r n s  of 
L i t e r a r y  S t y l e .  Ed. Joseph P. S t r e l k a .  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  Park: Pennsylvania S t a t e  Univ. P r e s s ,  
1971, pp. 5-14. 

59 . -- - - - - - - -- . "Changer l ' o b j e t  lui-msme." &- 
prit, 39, No. 4 (1971), 613-16. Tr.  i n  Iaage, 
pp. 165-69. 

60. ---------- . "A Conversation w i t h  Roland 
Bar'thes,." S igns  of t h e  Times, (1971). 

61. ---------- . "Digress ions ."  Promesse, 29 
(1971). 15-32. , . ---------- . "L' Eblouissement" (on the  B e r l i n  
Ensemble). Le Monde, 11 mars 1971,  p. 15. 
----I-----. "Ecr iva ins ,  i n t e l l e c t u e l s ,  profes-  
seurs." Te l  Quel,  NO.. 47 ('971), 3-18. - ---------- , and Jean R i s t a t .  "L'Inconnu n ' e s t  
p a s  l e  'n ' impor te  quoi ' :  d ia loxue avec Rol'and 
Barthes." L1Entr6e dans l e  b a i e  e t  l a  p r i s e  
de l a  v i l l e  de Rio de J a n i e r o  en 1711. P a r i s :  
E d i t e u r s  f r a n  a i s  re 'unis,  1971, pp. 59-81. 
---------- . 'Languages a t  Mar i n  a Cul tu re  
a t  Peace ." Times ~ i t e r a r y "  Supplement, 
8 Oct .  1971, pp. 1203-04. 
---------- . L e t t e r .  Sub-stance, 1, No. 0 
(1971), p.  v. 

. "On Bunraku." T r .  Saxtdy 
MacDonald. The Drama Review; 15, Nb. 2 (1971), 
76-80. . , 

---------- . "Rif l e x i o n s  s u r  un mahue?. " 
L'Enseignement de l a  l i t t g r a t u r d .  ' E n t r e t l e b s  
du Centre  c u l t u r e 1  de  ~ e r i s y - l a - S a l l e , . 2 2 - 2 9  
j u i l l .  1969. P a r i s :  Plon,  P971, pp: 170-77. 
Discussion,  178-95. 
---------- . PP~R6ponses"  ( t o  Jean Thibaudeau) 

Te l  Que l ,  No. 47 (1971), 89-107. 
---------- . "Se'miologie e t  urbanisme .I' 
L'Arch i t ec tu re  d ' au juurd 'hu i ,  No. 153 (1971), 
11-13. 
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71. ---------- . "S ty le  and Its Image." L i t e r a r y  
S t y l e :  A Symposium. Trans. and ed. by Seymour 
Chatman. New York: Oxford Univ, P r e s s ,  1971, 
pp. 3-15, 

72- ---------- . "Une i d i e  de recherche" (on 
Prous t )  . Paragone, 260 (1971), 25-30. Qt, 
i n  De Shakespeare 2 T. S. E l i o t :  milanges 
o f f e r t s  5 Henri ~ l u c h z r e .  Ed. Marie-Jeanne 
Durry, e t  a l .  P a r i s :  Did ie r ,  1976, pp. 285-88. 

73, -------..-- .- "The Wr i t t en  Face." T r -  Sandy 
NacDonald. The Drama Review, 15* No. 2 (197L). 
80-82. 

74. -- ----- --- . "Le Baleon. Mise en scene de 
P e t e r  Brook a u  Th6s t re  du  Gymnase." Obliques. 
No. 2 (1972), 37-38. 

75. ------..--- .. "The Baroque Face." Review 72 
(1972), 31-32. 

76. ---------- . "ln Grain- de  la voix." Musique 
en j eu ,  No. 9 (1972), 57-63, Tr. i n  Image, 
PQ. 179-89. - - 

77. ---------- . "Let t re  & Jean Rkstat." L e t t r e s  
F r a n ~ a i s e s ,  No.  1429, 29 mars-4 a v r i l  1971. 
D .  3: . - 

78. -------- -- . " L i t t 6 r a t u r e  e t  discontinu." & 
C r i t i q u e s  de n o t r e  temps e t  l e  Nouveau Roman. 
Ed. R6al Oue l l e t .  P a r i s :  Garnier .  1972, 
pp. 140-43. Rpt. from C r i t i q u e ,  18, No. 185 
(1%2), 811-29, 

79. --------- . 'Wth ~oday." Tr. Annet te  Lavers.  
Univers i ty  of Denver ~ G r t e r l ~ ,  6, No. 4 
(1972), 38-80. Rpt . f rout Eythologies .  

80. . "Le Retour du ~ o e ' t i c i e n . "  Rev, 
of F igures  111, by Gi?rard G n e t t e .  La Quin- 
zaine L i t t e ' r a i rg ,  No. 150, 16 o c t .  1972. 
pp. 15-16. Rpt. i n  L'hm& L i t t e ' r a i r e .  Ed-. 
Maurice Nadeau, 1972. 
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1973 
81. ---------- . "Aujourd'hui, Michelet." %, 

No. 52 (1973), 19-27. 
82. ---------- . "Comment t r a v a i l l e n t  l e s  g c r i -  

va ins . "  In te rv iew w i t h  Barthes .  Le Monde des  
L iv res ,  27 s e p t .  1973, p.  24. 

83. ---------- . "Diderot,  Brecht ,  E i s e n s t e i n  ." 
Revue d l ~ s t h g t i q u e ,  26, No. 2-4 (1973), 185-91. 
Rpt. i n  F i l m k r i t i k ,  18, No. 215 (19741, 496-501. 

84 . -- - - - - - - - - . "Die Wissenschaft von d e r  L i t e r a -  
t u r . "  Vergleichende L i te ra tu r -wissenschaf t .  
Ed. Hans Robert Fugen. Dusseldorf :  Econ, 
1973, pp. 203-06. 

85. ---------- . "Nekrassov juge de s a  c r i t i q u e . "  
Les C r i t i q u e s  de n o t r e  temps e t  S a r t r e .  Ed. 
Jacques  Lecarme. P a r i s :  Garnier ,  1973, 
pp. 91-93. Rpt. from T h i l t r e  Popu la i re ,  
No. 14 (1955). 

86. ---------- . . "Par dessus  l 'e 'paule ."  C r i t i q u e ,  
29. No. 318 (19731, 965-76. 

87. ---------- . " ~ e ' ~ u i c h o t  et son corps ."  
. L'Oeuvre de Bernard Requichot.  Bruxel les :  

La Connaissance, 1973, pp. 8-31. 
88. ---------- . "Saussure, l e  s i g n e ,  l a  dimo- 

c r a t i e . "  Le Discours  S o c i a l ,  3 (1973). 
89. ---------- . "Les S o r t i e s  du  t e x t e . "  B a t a i l l e .  

D i r .  P h i l i p p e  S o l l e r s .  P a r i s :  Union g&n6rale 
d ' e 'd i t ions ,  1973, pp. 49-62. Discussion,  
pp. 63-73. 

90. ---------- . "suppl&ment" ( t o  P l a i s i r  du 
t e x t e ) .  Ar t  P r e s s ,  mai-juin 1973. 

91. ---------- . " ~ h i o r i e  du t ex te . "  Encyclo- 
pedia  U n i v e r s a l i s ,  v o l .  15. 
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